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Netanyahu, Arafat to meet with 
EU presidency in Luxembourg 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser Arafat will 
travel to Luxembourg Thursday and Friday to meet with 
the EU presidency, officials here said. Mr. Netanyahu is 
to hold talks Thursday with Luxembourg’s Prime Minis- 
ter Jean -Claude Juncker and Foreign Minister Jacques 
poos. Luxembourg currently heads the rotating European 
Union presidency. President Arafat is to meet with both 
men on Friday. Talks are not scheduled between Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu. 
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Prince Hassan, Sheikh Hamad agree on 
increasing Jordanian labour in Qatar 

Jordan , Qatar stress need to end suffering of Iraqi people 


From Alia Toukan 
in Doha 

HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and 
Qatari Emir Sheikh Hamad 
Ben Khalifa AJ Thani held 
talks in Doha Tuesday 
agreeing to further open 
the Qatari market to Jor- 
danian labour, and to fully 
coordinate their positions 
ahead of the Organisation 
of Islamic Conference 
(OIC) foreign ministerial 
meeting to be held here 
next month, said a source 
close to the Jordanian dele- 
gation attending the talks. 

“We are in need of bring- 
ing the region closer 


together, and also bringing 
together resources in the 
energy, water, environment 
and human sectors,” 
Crown Prince Hassan told 
the press ahead of his 
meeting with Sheikh 
Hamad, adding that the 
talks must be viewed in the 
context of the excellent 
relations between Jordan 
and Qatar. 

In what was described as 
“frank, detailed and open 
discussions." Crown 
Prince Hassan and Sheikh 
Hamad reviewed recent 
developments in the 
region, the situation in Iraq 
with both sides emphasis- 
ing “the need to end the 


suffering of the Iraqi peo- 
ple” and especially the 
stalled Arab-Israeli peace 
process, said the source. 

“Both sides stressed the 
need to overcome all 
obstacles facing the peace 
process in order to achieve 
a comprehensive and last- 
ing peace, which guaran- 
tees the rights of all on the 
basis of international legit- 
imacy," said the source." 

He added that “the 
Crown Prince and Sheikh 
Hamad reiterated their 
unwavering support for the 
Palestinian people in their 
efforts to realise their legit- 
imate rights and establish 
their independent state on 


their national soil.” 

Crown Prince Hassan, 
who was accompanied by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam MajaJi, Foreign 

Minister Fayez Tara wn eh 
and Deputy Prime Minister 
for Development Affairs 
and Minister of Stare for 
Prime Ministry Affairs 

Jawad An am, also 

reviewed the details of the 
eighth Islamic summit 

which ended in Tehran 
Thursday, and stressed the 
need to follow up on spe- 
cific issues addressed by 
the Crown Prince during 
the summit, specifically a 
code of conduct for the 
Muslim World, and a con- 


flict resolution centre. 

The two sides agreed to 
fully coordinate their posi- 
tions on these issues ahead 
of the foreign ministerial 
meeting of member states 
of the OIC. 

On the bilateral level, 
agreement was reached to 
further open the Qatari 
market “in all areas" to 
Jordanian labour, to 
increase Qatari investment 
in Jordan, to enhance eco- 
nomic and trade coopera- 
tion between the two sides, 
and to begin studies for 
joint projects in Jordanian 
industrial and financial 
sectors. 


Israel could give up third of W. Bank settlements — report 


Israel-U.S. reach secret accord on retreat — 7V 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel and the United 
States secretly agreed on the extent of the 
coming Israeli military pullback from the 
West Bank and on how to implement it. Israeli 
public television reported Tuesday. 

Israel would announce in January a phased 
withdrawal of more than 10 per cent of the ter- 
ritory under its exclusive control, which 
would become part of the Palestinian 
autonomous area. 

The United States would then work to get 
the Palestinians to agree to the retreat. Wash- 
ington is also expected to organise a meeting 
between Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, to kick off the negotiations on the final 
status of the West Bank. Gaza Strip and Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

Public television said, the scenario was 


developed during contacts between 
Netanyahu and U.S. special envoy for the 
Middle East Dennis Ross. 

However, Mr. Netanyahu denied Tuesday 
during an extraordinary cabinet meeting that 
such an agreement has been struck, an official 
said. 

Meanwhile. Faisel Husseini. the top PLO 
official in Jerusalem, told reporters Tuesday 
that the next Israeli withdrawal from the West 
Bank must provide the Palestinians with land 
connecting the various islands of territory 
already under their control. 

‘It is not only imponam the scope of the 
withdrawal from WesrBank land, but also the 
quality of the withdrawal” Mr. Husseini said. 

“The Palestinian Authority can not accept a 
withdrawal that will allow only isolated 
islands of land controlled by the Palestinians." 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Nearly 
a (hind of Jewish settlements 
in die West Bank would be 
placed in areas under Pales- 
tinian rule if Israel adopts a 
final peace proposal drawn 
up by Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai. it was 
reported Tuesday. 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu “is leaning 
towards” Mr. Mordechai’s 
outline for a final peace 
agreement with the Palestini- 
ans, the Haaretz newspaper 
said, but settlers and other 
far-right nationalists were 
already threatening Tuesday 
to topple the government if 
the plan goes ahead. 

Mr. Mordechai confirmed 
the principles of the “final 
status" plan reported by 
Haaretz during a visit Mon- 
day to the settlement of Ariel 
in the centre of the West 
Bank. 

“It is possible that a certain 
number of settlements will 
be affected by the next with- 
drawal of our troops," he 
said. 

According to Haaretz, Mr. 
Mordechai’s proposal for a 
final peace agreement with 
the Palestinians would leave 
52.2 per cent of the West 
Bank under Israeli control in 
the form of “security zones." 

But 42 of the 144 settle- 
ments in the territory would 
fall into areas transferred to 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA). although 
they would be given an extra- 


territorial status, it said. 

These 42 would include 
some particularly militant 
settlements, such as Kiryai 
Arba near Hebron, which has 
a population of 6,000, Beit El 
near Ramallah (3,000 resi- 
dents) and Kadumim west of 
Nablus (5,000), it said. 

In all, 150,000 Jewish set- 
tiers currently live in the 
West B ank, not counting the 
170,000 Israelis who have 
moved into occupied Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

Ml Mordechai’s plan was 
drawn up according to “secu- 
rity interests” determined by 
senior army planners and he 
is scheduled to defend the 
proposal at a special cabinet 
session scheduled for Tues- 
day evening, officials said. 

A rival plan drawn up by 
the hardline infrastructure 
minister, Ariel Sharon, and 
based on his views of Israel’s 
“national interests” would 
give Palestinians control over 
barely 30 per cent of the 
West Bank. 

The PNA currently has 
exclusive control over only 
three per cent of the West 
Bank — eight main towns — 
and civilian jurisdiction over 
another 27 per cent where the 
Israeli army maintains secu- 
rity. The PNA also controls 
60 per cent of the Gaza Strip. 

Ihe cabinet began debating 
the “final status" plans as 
part of deliberations on an 
interim troop withdrawal 
Israel is required to make 


from the West Bank under 
previously signed accords. 

Ministers argue that they 
cannot decide what territory 
to hand over now until they 
have agreed on which land 
Israel will be unwilling to 
give up even under a final 
peace settlement 

The cabinet has been rush- 
ing to define its priorities 
before Mr. Netanyahu meets 
Thursday in Paris with LIS. 
Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright — who has been 
pushing bard for a rapid and 
“significant” troop pullback 
as a sign of Israel’s good 
faith intentions in the peace 
process. 

Mr. Netanyahu said Mon- 
day that he would not have 


an interim pullback proposal 
ready to present to Ms. 
Albright 

The Maariv newspaper 
reported Tuesday that a U.S. 
general who serves as one of 
Ms. Albright’s security advi- 
sors recently visited Israel to 
assess the validity of Israel’s 
security concerns related to 
further troop withdrawals. 

Settler leaders and far-right 
nationalists meanwhile 
geared up to resist U.S. pres- 
sure for widescale land con- 
cessions. 

Menahem Gurary, a settler 
leader, rejected the notion of 
any settlements being cut off 
from Israeli jurisdiction. 

“We don’t accept the idea 
of extra-territoriality " he told 


AFP. 

Former prime minister 
Yitzhak Shamir called on set- 
tlers “to be stronger than 
ever" in opposing further 
land transfers. 

And nationalist deputies 
from Mr. Netanyahu's fragile 
coalition claimed they had 
enough votes to topple the 
government if it abandoned 
any settlements. 

The so-called Greater 
Israel Front in parliament 
said it already had 12 
deputies willing to back a 
motion of no confidence if 
Mr. Netanyahu approves any 
further transfer of land to 
Palestinian rule. Mr. 
Netanyahu's coalition has a 
66-54 majority in parliament 


Mutawi says Iraq has executed another Jordanian 
for murder; Iraqi envoy in Amman denies charges 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jonkm Times 

AMMAN — Iraq has execut- 
ed a Jordanian man for mur- 
dering an Egyptian in 1994, 
raising to five the number of 
Jordanians put to death in Iraq 
in less than two weeks, offi- 
cials said cm Tuesday. 

Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir Mutawi 
told reporters that 
Mohammed Ali Mohammed 
AI Sabah was executed in 
Baghdad cm Dec. 10. 

But Iraq’s ambassador to 
Jordan Nouri Al Wfeiss domed 
that Baghdad executed a fifth 
Jordanian saying that “the 
information is totally without 
foundation,” Agence France 
Press reported. 

“Information available to 
the ministry of foreign affairs 
indicated that Mr Sabah was 
hanged to death, but nothing 
was received from the Iraqi 
authorities on that,” Dn 
Mutawi told reporters after the 
regular cabinet session. 

He added that the Jordanian 
embassy in Baghdad was 
informed of foe execution four 
days after it occurred. 


The official news agency 
Petra later said that Ml Sab- 
bah was executed “for taking 
part in killing an Egyptian cit- 
izen living in Iraq and was 
buried in Iraq without inform- 
ing his relatives or foe 
embassy.” It said his Egyptian 
accomplice was also executed 
but gave no further det ails . 

Iraq executed four Jordani- 
ans accused of smuggling car 
spare parts out of B aghda d on 
Dec. 8, dealing a hefty blow to 
bilateral ties. Amman retaliat- 
ed, expelling seven Iraqi 
di p l omats from Jordan and 
recalling its charges d’affaires 
in Baghdad, Adel Sweidan, 
for consultations. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
and the government, reflecting 
feelings of popular outrage, 
used unusual harsh words to 
condemn the killings. The 
King even said that the King- 
dom would not care if Iraq 
stopped supplies of 75,000 

barrels of oil a day at reduced 

prices — all of Jordan’s daily 
fuel needs. 

Baghdad expressed aston- 
ishment over Jordan’s reaction 

saying foe executions were 
justified on grounds that eco- 


nomic crimes are intolerable 
in a country suffering from 
seven years of U.N. imposed 
sanctions. 

Mr. Weiss also told AFP he 
was optimistic that another 
Jor danian condemned to 
death for smuggling, Amar 
Ghaleb Sbehabeddine. will 
not be executed — after pleas 
by the King and the Cabinet. 

Iraq's apparently took the 
decision not to execute Mr. 
Shehabeddine to prevent fur- 
ther deterioration in ties fol- 
lowing foe slayings. It also 
said on Sunday it would not 
stop sending oil to Jordan, its 
only reliable overland link 
with the worid because of eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed after 
its August 1990 occupation of 
Kuwait 

Ml Weiss said foe Iraqi oil 
minis ter and Ionian’s energy 
minister were due to meet in 
Baghdad next week for annu- 
al talks to renew the 1988 oil 
contract. 

Diplomats and officials said 
they believed Amman and 
Baghdad were trying to pre- 
vent a further worsening of 
ties, which hit their lowest lev- 
els after King Hussein gave 


asylum to top Iraqi defectors 
in 1995 and began calling for 
change in Iraq. 

Baghdad was also trying to 
help "release an unidentified 
number of Jordanians 
detained in Iraqi jails as part of 
a good-will gesture, officials 
said. 

Dr. Mutawi said that Jor- 
dan’s “strong reactions over 
the executions" were not part 
of a plan to escalate tension 
with Baghdad — a major 
market for Jordanian prod- 
ucts. 

‘This criticism does not 
mean that Jordan wants to 
escalate the crisis with Iraq. 
We just wanted to express our 
denunciation of this crime," he 
added Mr. Weiss appeared 
equally keen not to widen the 
rift and said Iraq wanted to 
maintain warm ties with Jor- 
dan, which was ostracised by 
the West for its perceived sup- 
port to Iraq during foe 1990- 
91 Gulf War. 

"The road must be haired to 
all those who want to profit 
from this crisis and throw oil 
on fire,” Mr. Weiss was quoted 
by AFP as saying. He added 
that '‘Iraq will act with deliber- 


ation, without making an 
emotional reaction." 

Unconfirmed reports in the 
local press said Jordan would 
send back Ml Sweidan in two 
weeks. 

Meanwhile, an Iraqi opposi- 
tion group, which opened its 
offices in Amman almost two 
years ago ar the height of tense 
Joniaruan-Iraqi ties, said it had 
requested a meeting with 
speakers of the Lower and 
Upper Houses of Parliament 
to "express their condolences 
to the bereaved families of foe 
executed Jordanians.” 

Mo’ ad Abdul Raheem, 
politburo member of Al Wifoq 
Al Watani (national accord) 
group, told the Jordan Times 
foe delegation will include 
party members and indepen- 
dent Iraqi personalities. 

He said they expected to 
meet with Lower House 
Speaker Sa’ad Hayel Srour 
and Senate Speaker Zeid AI 
Rifai within 48 hours. 

“We will express our denun- 
ciation to the crime and pre- 
sent our condolences to the 
families of those who were 
executed,” Mr. Abdul Raheem 
said. 



PM RECEIVES FARRAKHAN: Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali receives Nation of 
Islam leader Louis Farrakhan in Amman Tuesday. Farrakhan is on a 52-nation tour 
including Iraq, Libya, Egypt and Israel (see story on page 3) (photo by Yousef Allan) 



UAE PLANE CRASH: The crash site Tuesday of a charter flight in Sharjah, the Unit- 
ed Arab Emirates Monday. The Tu-154 airliner of the Tajik government airline 
Tajikavia, was carrying 77 passengers and nine crew members and was en route from 
Tajikistan to Sharjah, when the crash occured. Only one man survived (See story on 
page 12) (AP photo) 


Arab parliamentarians to meet in Luxor 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — The Union 
of Arab Parliaments (UPA) has 
decided to hold a special meet- 
ing in January in the southern 
Egyptian tourist resort of 
Luxor where Islamists last 
month killed 62 people, the 
official JANA news agency 
reported on Tuesday. The 
meeting will be aimed at 
“expressing the solidarity of 
Arab parliamentarians with 
Egypt in its struggle against 


terrorism,” JANA said. Fifty- 
eight foreign tourists and four 
Egyptians were killed in the 
Nov. 17 massacre. The theme 
of the Jan. 14 meeting will be 
“terrorism: an obstacle to 
development and democracy," 
JANA said, quoting a state- 
ment ending a two-day UPA 
meeting. The UPA talks which 
ended Monday were held in 
the Libyan coastal city of Sirte 
as a “sign of solidarity with 


Libya” which is facing a If.N. 
air and arms embargo since 
1992. In their final declaration, 
UPA members urged Arab 
governments “to take practical 
steps to remove these sanc- 
tions, collectively and immedi- 
ately." The Arab League. 
African, Islamic and non- 
aligned countries back a com- 
promise proposed by Tripoli to 
try the two Libyan suspects in 
a neutral country. 
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U.S. envoy talks 
peace in Beirut 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Assistant 
U.S. Secretary of State Mar- 
tin Indyk wrapped up a visit 
here Tuesday in which he 
said Washington hopes 
efforts to revive Pales tini an - 
Israeli negotiations will pave 
the way for progress on the 
other peace tracks. 

“We feel that at the 
moment what's important is 
to get the Palestinian track 
moving because that will 
make it easier to resume 
negotiations on other 
tracks," Mr. Indyk told 
reporters. 

The U.S. diplomat, who 
arrived in Beirut Tuesday 
morning from Damascus, 
was due to leave Beirut in 
the evening for a destination 
which has not yet been 
announced. 

“We had discussions with 
die Syrians, Israelis and now 
with the Lebanese govern- 
ment on how we can move 
forward on all tracks," Mr. 
Indyk said after meeting 
with Lebanese President 
Elias Hrawi and Foreign 
Minister Fares Bouez. 

Mr. Indyk said the meeting 
covered “a range of topics 
concerning the U.S. and 
Lebanon, including the 
peace process and our 
efforts to tiy to move the 
Palestinian track forward." 

‘T assured [Hrawi] that we 
seek a comprehensive peace 
and that we intend to be 
actively engaged in trying to 
get the negotiations between 
Israel and Lebanon and 
Israel and Syria moving 
again as well." he added. 

Later in the day, Mr. Indyk 
also met with the comman- 
der of die Lebanese army, 
Emile Lahud, Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik Hariri and Parlia- 
mentary Speaker Nabih 
Beni. 

He said that Mr. Bern 
informed him that municipal 
elections, the first in 30 


years, are to take place next 
year, as are presidential elec- 
tions. Mr. Indyk added that 
this was positive and impor- 
tant for Lebanon. 

Mr. Indyk is the second 
senior U.S. official to visit 
Lebanon in three months. 

On Sept. 15, U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine 
Albright made a brief stop in 
Beirut 

The United States lifted a 
12-year-old ban on U.S. citi- 
zens travelling to Lebanon 
in July. 

In Syria, Mr. Indyk held 
talks with President Hafez 
A 1 Assad on the prospects of 
re-starting peace negotia- 
tions with Israel that have 
been on ice for almost two 
years. 

Peace talks between Israel 
and Syria have been stalled 
since a spate of suicide 
bombings by Islamists in 
Israel in February 1996, a 
year after Lebanese- Israeli 
peace talks ground to a halt 

A resumption of 
Lebanese -Israeli peace talks 
is tied to progress in the 
negotiations between Israel 
and Syria, the main power 
broker in Lebanon with 
35,000 troops. 

Mr. Indyk. formerly U.S. 
ambassador to Israel, is on 
his first tour of the region as 
assistant secretary of state 
for Near East affairs. 
Besides Syria and Lebanon, 
he has also visited Israel. 
Jordan and the Palestinian 
territories. 

The U.S. State Department 
announced Monday that Mr. 
Indyk and U.S. mediator for 
the Middle East Dennis 
Ross, are to meet Ms. 
Albright in Thursday in 
Paris. Ms. Albright is to hold 
talks with Israeli and Pales- 
tinian leaders Thursday to 
discuss planned Israeli troop 
withdrawals from the West 
Bank. 



DEMOLISHED HOUSE: Members of the Shouli family pitch a tent Tuesday on the rubble of their home which 
was demolished Monday by the Israeli army. Israeli troops demolished two homes that allegedly belonged to 
Palestinian suicide bombers and sealed the homes of two others. This home, in the West Bank town of Asira A I 
SbamaJiya, belonged to Youssef Shouli, 22, who the Israeli forensic experts identified at the end of September as 
one of the suicide bombers (Reuters photo) 


Erekat holds talks with Kahalani on 
implementation of interim accords 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Internal Security Minister 
Avigdor Kahalani met Tues- 
day with Palestinian chief 
negotiator Saeb Erekat to 
discuss the implementation 
of interim peace accords, 
officials said. 

The two discussed the 
establishment of “safe pas- 
sages” for Palestinians 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip that are called for 
in the peace agreements, Mr. 
Kahalani’s office said. No 
breakthrough was reported. 

Mr. Kahalani and Mr. 


Erekat also spoke, along 
with Palestinian police 
chiefs, about cooperation 
between Israeli and Pales- 
tinian security forces to 
crack down on car theft in 
Israel, Israeli radio reported. 

An epidemic of car thefts 
in Israel has hit new highs, 
with some 41.335 cars 
reported stolen between Jan- 
uary and November this 
year, up 25 per cent from the 
same period last year. 

Israeli police officials say 
most of the cars end up in 
self-rule areas of the West 


Bank and Mr. Kahalani has 
demanded the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
launch an offensive against 
car thieves. 

IsraeJi-Palestinian negoti- 
ations on implementing 
interim peace agreements 
have been put on a back- 
burner pending Israeli delib- 
erations on a new troop 
withdrawal from the West 
Bank required by the 
accords. 

Two pullbacks should 
have occurred this year but 
were frozen by Israeli Prime 


Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

His government last 
month agreed to make a 
conditional offer of one 
troop pullback but did not 
decide on the scope or tim- 
ing of the withdrawal. 

The cabinet pursued delib- 
erations on these issues this 
week and Mr. Netanyahu 
and Palestinian President 
Yasser Aralat are due to dis- 
cuss the issue separately in 
Europe on Thursday with 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iraq suspects U.N. in escape of Danish guard 

BAGHDAD ( AFP) — An official Iraqi newspaper on Tue*. 
dav pointed a finger of blame at the United Nations for j* 
escape of a Danish U.N. guard under house arrest for a faial 
road accident. “Instead of him being handed over for trial by 
Iraqi authorities, he fled iUegaUy under condinons which nti* 
doubts of U.N. implication in this operation, said Babel, ran 
by President Saddam Hussein’s son Uday. The credibility of 
the United Nations is being tested again after the guards 
escape from Iraq that has caused a scandal tor the international 
organisation.” it said. '“We are confronted by an affair which 
borders on the scandalous and confirms ah that we have said 
about violations by certain U.N. employees... of Iraq s laws 
and sovereignty ro serve the interests of the United Stales,’’ 
said Babel. Denmark on Monday turned down an Iraqi 
request for Torben Lund, a guard for the U.N. humanitarian 
programme in Iraq, to be extradited. But it has criticised ihe 
guard's escape. 

Egypt seeks normalisation with Sudan, Iran 

CAIRCX AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak on 
Tuesday called for a rapid improvement of ties with Khar- 
toum in the latest sign that Cairo wants to shore up its relations 
with regional “black sheep" Sudan and Iran. “We hope to 
restore normal relations with Sudan and the quicker the bet- 
ter," President Mubarak told reporters during a visit to Ai 
Obur industrial city north of Cairo. But the president declined 
to confirm government press reports suggesting an imminent 
visit to Cairo of Sudanese President Omar Bashir. Al Ahram 
reported that Sudanese Minister of State Mustafa Osman 
Ismail was expected Tuesday in Cairo to prepare a visit by 
President Bashir, who last visited Egypt in 1996 to attend an 
Arabsummit- 

Arrest of Iranian opposition leader confirmed 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran’s official 1RNA news agency con- 
firmed on Tuesday that Ibrahim Yazdi. head of the country'), 
leading liberal opposition movement, has been arrested. Mr. 
Yazdi. secretary general of the Movement for the Liberation 
of Iran (MU), was arrested on Sunday, the news agency said. 
It did not give any reason for his arrest but said he was 
‘brought before a court and placed in detention." “No fimher 
information was available on the legal actions taken against 
Ibrahim Yazdi," IRNA said. Mr. Yazdi. 65. was foreign min- 
ister in the government of Prime Minister Mehdi Bazaigan set 
up after the overthrow of the Shah in 1979. His arrest was 
announced by the MU on Monday. 

Body of Saudi diplomat flown home 

RIYADH ( AP) — A private plane ordered by Saudi Arabia's 
King Fahd has brought back the body of a Saudi diplomat 
killed in the former Soviet republic of Kazakhstan, an official 
said Tuesday. The plane relumed Monday with the body of 
Ahmad Ben Awdalt, 39. who had started work four months 
ago as second secretary at the Saudi embassy in the Kazak 
capital of Alma Aty. He was stabbed to death Wednesday in 
his house by a gang of robbers who stole all furniture and eiet- 
tronic goods, said the foreign ministry official, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 


Israeli, Palestinian wives renew 
court battle over dead husband 


Bahrain emir looks for wider popular 
participation in consultative council 


TEL AVIV l AFP) — A 
Jewish Israeli woman 
reneged on an agreement 
Tuesday with a Palestinian 
Muslim over the burial of 
the man they had both wed. 
preventing his funeral two 
weeks after his death, judi- 
cial officials said. 

Shawkat Aref Quzaa was 
bom to a Muslim family in 
Arab east Jerusalem but 
after living for 30 years 
with an Israeli Jew he con- 
verted to Judaism and mar- 
ried the woman. Jaqueline 
Ben Avraham. 

The couple separated 
shortly after the marriage 
and Quzaa went back to 
Islam and married a Mus- 
lim woman from Hebron. 
Hiyyam Al Hujjah. 

After Quzaa's death at the 
age of 56. the two wives 


battled over whether he 
would be buried in a Jewish 
or Muslim cemetery. 

The argument reached 
Israel’s supreme court but 
before it could issue a rul- 
ing, the women reached a 
compromise agreement that 
he be buried Tuesday in a 
Muslim cemetery plot 
located adjacent to a Jewish 
burial ground in the north- 
ern city of Haifa. 

But Ms. Ben Avraham 
backed down on the agree- 
ment at the last minute, 
demanding that Quzaa be 
buried in the Jewish pan of 
cemetery and that she be 
granted a greater chunk of 
his possessions, said Abra- 
ham Bardugo. Ms. Hujjah’s 
attorney. 

“After we agreed to all 
their demands for much of 


his property just so we 
could bury him as a Muslim 
because he was a Muslim, 
they reneged on the agree- 
ment and decided to fight 
for everything, for all the 
property and the burial 
rights." Mr. Bardugo told 
Israel Radio. 

The matter was brought 
to the supreme court once 
again on Tuesday. But the 
court sent the two women 
back to work out an amica- 
ble arrangement within 48 
hours or face a court- 
imposed ruling. 

“We will give up every- 
thing just so he will be 
buried as he died and as he 
was bom. as a Muslim." 
Mr. Bardugo said. 

In the meantime, the body 
of Quzaa was in a mortuary 
in Tel Aviv. 


MANAMA (R) — 

Bahrain’s Emir Sheikh Isa 
Ben Salman Al Khalifa on 
Tuesday said he was look- 
ing to widen popular partic- 
ipation in the Gulf Arab 
state's consultative council. 

Sheikh Isa said in a 
speech marking Bahrain's 
26lh National Day that he 
was satisfied with the 
results of last year's Shura 
Council expansion and the 
scope of dialogue which 
look place in the 40-mem- 
ber consultative body. 

“We shall always tie seek- 
ing and hoping ro enrich 
this experiment during the 
next stages through further 
participation of various sec- 
tors of the community." the 
emir said in his address, 
carried by the official 
media. 


He said this exchange of 
views between the state and 
its people was aimed at 
achieving “comprehensive 
national unity.” 

Bahrain, the Gulf's main 
banking centre, has been hit 
by a wave of sporadic ;mii- 
govemment protests by 
members of the majority 
Shiite Muslim community 
since December 1994. 

The restoration of an 
elected parliament, dis- 
solved by the government 
in 1975. is one of the pro- 
testers' demands. 

In September 1996. 
Sheikh Isa expanded the 
Shura Council to 40 mem- 
bers from 30. widening 
popular representation. 

The council gives its view 
on laws drafted by 
Bahrain's cabinet before 


they are sent to the emir for 
final approval. 

In his speech. Sheikh Isa 
also said the long-term goal 
was to bring prosperity to 
all Bahrainis, particularly 
those with limited incomes. 

“It is our belief that what- 
ever economic prosperity 
we achieve, we cannot 
describe it as real and com- 
plete unless it covers the 
whole nation and the citi- 
zens in ail." he said. 

“We shall have no peace 
of mind unless we achieve, 
altogether and through joint 
efforts, such a noble and 
national goal." the emir 
said. 

Demands for more jobs 
and higher income have 
also been behind the spo- 
radic civil unrest. 


Settler leader convicted for disturbing the peace 

- TEL AVIV (AP) — The founder of the West Bank Settler 
Movement. Moshe Levinger. was sentenced to six months in 
jail for assault and disturbing the peace three years ago in 
Hebron, a court official said Monday. The Jerusalem magis- 
trate's court sentenced Levinger on Sunday and fined him 
$2300 as part of a plea bargain, said court spokesman. Moshe 
Gorali. .Among other charges, Levinger was convicted of dis- 
turbing Muslim prayers at Hebron’s Tomb of the Patriarchs 
three years ago and for blocking an army commander from 
entering the neajby Jewish settlement of Kiryat Arba. In 1990. 
Levinger served 3-1/2 months of a five-month term forkiUinL' 
an Arab shopkeeper in Hebron during a 198S stone-throwing 
incident. The next year, he received a four-month sentence for 
assaulting an Arab family and insulting an Israeli soldier. 

Pro-Aoun demonstrators freed 

BEIRUT (AFP) — Thirty-three supporters of exiled Lebanese 
General Michel Aoun. who were arrested during a demonstra- 
tion here over the weekend, were freed on Tuesday, judicial 
sources said. Ten of the Aoun supporters who had been referred 
to a military court were released at 12:00 p.m. local lime. 
hours alter the 23 others handed over to a civil court had been 
set free, the sources said. A government source told AFP dial 
Prime Minister Rafik Hariri had personally sought “lo appease 
the healed atmosphere in the country" ov er the arrests. On Mon- 
day. the authorities released 30 of (he total 63 Aoun supports 
arrested Sunday during a demonstration against a govemmefl 
ban on the live broadcast of a television interview with Gener- 
al Aoun from Paris, where he has lived in exile since 1991. 
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GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 


14:10. Jonny Quest 

14 JO Art Box 

15:00 Spell Binder 

15:30 Monsrers Today 

16:00 Border Town 

16 JO Neighbours 

17:00 French Programmes 

19:00 News in French 

19:30 News Headlines 

19:35 Doc. — High Tech 

Culture 

20:00 Step By Step 

20:30 Challenges 

21:10 KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Land’s End 

23:15 .The Ginger 

PRAYER TIMES 

05:02 .' Fajr 

06:24 t Sunrise iDuha 

11:32 Dhuhr 

14:16 'Asr 

16:39 Maghreb 

18:01 'Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth 
Church Sweifieh, Td. 8 1 0740 
Assemblies of God Church 
Tel. 632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel 624590 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 637440. 


De la SaOe Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St Ephraim Church Td. 
771751. 

Amm an International 

Church Tel. 865S97 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church Tel. 82432S. 
German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Tel. 688404 
The Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 

675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Td. SI 1 295 

English-speaking Latin 

Catholics Parish Tel. 614190. 
WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 

Department of Meteorology 
Cold weather conditions will 
prevail with skies cloudy to 
partly cloudy. Scatterd show- 
ers are expected and winds 

westerly moderate to active, in 
Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate and >eas calm. 

Amman '36/(0 

Aqaba 11/-A 


Deserts 05/12 

Jordan Valley ... .10/18 


Yesterday 's high temperatures: 
Amman 10. Aqaba 21 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 96 per 
cent. Aqaba 38 per cenL 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Bassam Karadsbeh .759200 

Dr. RamziMazzawi 8947S& 

Dr. Salman Daboobi 776751 

Dr. Abdul Wahab Awad ...846070 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy 637055 

Al Saiam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukb pharmacy .623672 

Nqjib pharmacy ........847632 

IRBID: 

Dr. .Ahmad Qanu 281484 

Al Quds pharmacy ........ .1— I 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Samir AlLawzi 9S%01 


Khalifeh pharmacy ...9S54 1 7 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .6371 1 1 
Civil Defence Department 
66IU1 

Civil Defence Immediate 


Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 
Rescue Police 192. 62 III I. 


637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TVaffic Police S%390 


Public Seen ri tv Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints 897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Centra] Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 II 

Water Authority 680 1 00 

Jordan Efectricitv Authority 
8156(5 

Electric Power Company 
636381 

RJ Flight Information 0S- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08- 

53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 


813813/32 

Kbalidi Maternity. 644281/6 
Akileh Ma f entity, 64244 1 12 
Jabal Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ....636140 
Palestine, Shmeisani 60707 1 
Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 
University Hospital 845845 
Al-Muasher Hospital667227A> 
The Islamic, Abdali oft6i 26/37 

AJ - Ah! i. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhqjrcen777 101/3 

Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army, Marks ,891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 

602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery ..865199 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital! 09 1986732 
Ai Hikma Modem Hospital 
(09)990990 
IRBID: 

Princess Basina Hospital 
102)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafecs Hospital 

(02) 247100 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


FOR THE TRAN' ELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian f RJ i infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always lx; verified. 
Information on other flights 
arc supplied on phone 08 
(52700) or 08(53250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

08:15 Larnaca. Damascus (RJ j 

0H:35 Jcddali (RJ) 

08:50 Duahi. Abu Dhabi tRJ) 
09:00 Kuala Lumpur. Abu 
Dhabi uddi (RJ) 

15:00 New York. Amsterdam 
(RJ) 


ft>:05 London (RJ) 

16:50 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:45 Madrid. Geneva ( KJ ) 

18:20 ...Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:45 Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

19: 10 RomciRJ) 

19:55 Berlin (add) (RJ) 

23:10 Beirut (RJ i 

00:05 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights 

05:50 Bucharest! RO) 

09:30 Cairo (MS) 


09:30 Al ArishfPF) 

10:15 Doha. Al Hudaidah (IYj 

10:30 Jeddah (SV i 

10:50 Kuwait i KU) 

13:10 Tunis <TUj 

13:25 Doha. Abu Dhabi tGF) 

13:50 ..........Tel Aviv iLYt 

1*30 Doha iQR) 

15:05 Vienna (OS) 

15:30 Algiers i AH i 

16:05 Karachi. Abu Dhabi iPK) 

20:10 Beirut (ME) 

21:10 ...Paris. Damascus (AF) 

22:30 Athens (OA) 

23:15 London (BA) 

33:30 ....London. Beirut i BA I 
23:35 Amsterdam f KLj 

Royal Wings (RW) 

07:45 Aqaba I RW i 

09:05 ..Amman iQAIA) (RW) 
09:50 Amman t Marks Air- 


port) (RW) 

17:20 TclAvjviRW) 

18:30 ...Anmun (QAIAhRWj 

2E20 Aqaba fRW| 

22:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port) (RWj 

DEPARTURES 

08:45 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

10:15 Berlin (add) (Rj } 

10:45 Rome(Rj) 

11:00 Istanbul (RJ) 

12:4S London (RJ) 

19: ^° Beirut (Rj) 

20:30 ..Colombo (Rj) 


20:30 Bombay 'RJ* 

20:05 ..Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ ■ 

20:10 .1 Cairo i W' 

20:30 New Delhi tRJi 

20:45 .Bahrain. Doha >RJ' 

21:00 ...Calcutta, Bangkok (W 1 

22:45 Sanaa (Ffi 

21:45 Dubai. Muscat iRJ* 

Other Flights 

00:35 Amsterdam (KL 1 

01:55 Bucharest I R0 1 

00:35 Lamaca iG 1 ' 

08:00 Beirut* Mk' 

08:25 London (BA> 

10:30 Cairo (MS' 

10:30 Al ArishtPF' 

11:15 A I Hudaidah. Aden t(V' 

12:00 Kuwait tKl' 1 

12:00 Jeddah iS'’ 1 

14:10 .Tunis if 1 ' 

14:20 Shariqah l AH' 

15:15 ..Bahrain. Muscat 

15:10 Tel Aviv (LY* 

15:30 DohalQR' 

15:50 Vienna (OSi 

19:30 Abu Dhabi. Kan**' 
23:55 ..Damascus. Paris (AF- 


Royal Wings /RW) 

06:45 Amman (Marka Air- 

port )(RW) 

08:15 Aqaba (R" ' 

09:30 ..Amman /QAlA) 1 ^ - 

16:45 ....Amman (Marka Air- 
port t(RW) 

17:55 TcIAvivlR* 1 

20:30 Amman (QAlA) 
21:50 Aqaba t R"' 
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Princess Basma urges women to begin 
planning for next parliamentary elections 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — HRH 
Princess Basma Tuesday 
fold Jordanian women, 
routed in tbe Nov. 4 elec- 
tions which returned an 
iill-male Parliament, to 
shake off their disappoint- 
ment and plan for the next 
legislative poll. 

“Women should not be 
frustrated by the results, 
but rather it is the duty of 
everybody to study the 
past, and plan for the 
future.” said Princess 
Basma, one of the coun- 
try’s key female leaders, at 
the start of a three-day 
workshop analysing elec- 
tion results. 

Many of the over 200 
male and female activists 
attending the workshop, 
entitled "Lessons Learned 
and Future Plans.” said 
preparation to boost 
women’s participation, in 
Jordan's political life and 
future elections should 
start from now. 

"I met with several 
women’s groups and indi- 
viduals and I sensed a 
strong determination to 
overcome all obstacles and 
a willingness to work 
together to achieve their 
ambitions,” Princess 
Basma said at the work- 
shop, organised by the 
Princess Basma Women's 
Research Centre 

(PBWRC). 

Seventeen women candi- 
dates, including Jordan's 
first and only woman 
member of Parliament, 
faced over 600 men in the 


parliamentary elections 
and failed to win a single 
seat. 

Two of the most promi- 
nent women candidates 
have accused rivals of rig- 
ging the election and buy- 
ing votes — a charge 
denied by the government. 

“We should not blame 
each other for these 
results, bur rather we 
should be realistic, 
because women’s success 
in these field will not be 
achieved in one night. We 
should stan acting now 
because we have a long 
way ahead of us,” Princess 
Basma stressed. 

Many women said they 
faced discriminatory laws, 
which would remain 
unchallenged by the all- 
male Parliament dominat- 
ed by conservative tribal 
leaders and pro-govern- 
ment figures. 

Many have said the elec- 
toral system needs to be 
altered to help women, 
possibly through a parlia- 
mentary quota like the one 
enjoyed by Jordan’s 
minority Christian and 
Circassian communities. 

Sociologists and 

researchers have blamed 
the one-person, one-vote 
system, tribalism, discrim- 
ination, and financial con- 
straints as other factors 
working against the victo- 
ry of women in the elec- 
tions. 

Farah Daghestani, direc- 
tor of the PBWRC, said 
tbe elections results should 
“push us to reconsider the 
women’s movement in 
Jordan.” 


“We should think about 
and seriously plan the 
steps we need to take, 
especially after women 
candidates and women’s 
organisations and groups 
are questioning the disap- 
pointing results and trying 
to figure out the reasons.” 
Ms. Daghestani said. 

“We decided to conduct 
this workshop to form 
future guidelines for 
everybody to support the 
qualified women.” she 
explained. 

During Tuesday's ses- 
sion, researchers and jour- 
nalists said the large num- 
ber of women candidates 
running and strong social 
traditions were key rea- 
sons for their failure in the 
race. 

Many females followed 
the preferences of their 
husbands. fathers, or 
brothers in choosing can- 
didates to avoid angry 
reactions. 

“We should educate men 
about the importance of 
women’s participation in 
politics.” said Tareq 
Masarweh, a leading 
columnist. 

He also said women 
should adopt female issues 
once they reached the 
Lower House and other 
official centres of power. 

“We only had one 
woman [Toujan Faisal] in 
Parliament, but she did nor 
present any programme to 
amend the injustices 
against women,” Mr. 
Masarweh said. 

Nabif Sharif, deputy edi- 
tor of the Arabic daily AJ 
Dustour, blamed the fail- 


ure on the large number of 
women running in the 
same districts. 

“Women candidates 
should have united their 
efforts, and should have 
run in the districts where 
they were certain that they 
would have a higher 
chance of winning,” Dr. 
Sharif explained. 

The four key lecturers, 
excluding Mr. Masarweh. 
said they were in favour of 
a temporary quota for 
women in the next Parlia- 
ment. 

“Men in the society are 
schizophrenic,” said 

Nitham Assaf, head of AJ 
Riyadah Centre for 
Research and Information. 

“Outside of the home, 
they call for women liber- 
ation but inside, they do 
something else and exer- 
cise their authority over 
women,” he said. 

Tony Sabbagh, a leading 
public opinion researcher 
and director of the Middle 
Hast Studies and Research 
Centre, said: “One of the 
main reasons for the fail- 
ure is that women gave 
their votes to men.” 

Participants were divid- 
ed into four groups, repre- 
senting women candidates, 
the media, a group tack- 
ling draft legislation, and 
pressure groups. 

These groups will study 
the obstacles facing 
women and will draft new 
laws and strategies in 
preparation for the next 
parliamentary elections. 


Prime minis ter briefc Nation of Mam 
leader Farrakhan on peace process 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The visiting 
American Nation of Islam 
leader Louis Farrakhan 
Tuesday met with Prime 
Minisrer Abdul SaJani 
Majali, who briefed him on 
Jordan’s efforts to bring the 
peace process back on 
track. 

“It was a very good meet- 
ing with His Excellency the 
Prime Minister. He gave us 
very important background 
information on the peace 
process and the strategies 
implemented,” Mr. Far- 
rakhan told reporters fol- 
lowing the meeting. 

Mr. Farrakhan, cuuently 
on a 54-state “tour for 
peace,” arrived here Mon- 


day for a several-day visit, 
during which he is expect- 
ed to meet with religious 
and political figures in the 
country. 

The black leader said he 
cancelled a planned visit to 
A1 Aqsa Mosque in Arab 
east Jerusalem after he 
received threats from a 
right-wing Jewish group. 

The Israeli government 
has lashed out at Mr. Far- 
rakhan for his alleged 
“anti-Semitic” statements 
which they charged were 
directed against Jews and 
Israel. 

‘The peace process can 
work,” said Mr. Farrakhan, 
“but we always must be 
mindful that the pain and 
suffering can only be 
endured for so long before 


there is a reaction from 
those who suffer. 

“Sometimes a pregnant 
woman under the pain of 
childbirth wishes to die. 
The Holy Quran teaches us 
that persecution is worse 
than slaughter and the per- 
secution that the Palestini- 
ans are living under is 
worse than slaughter.” he 
added. 

‘Time is running out on 
the peace process. So we 
would urge those who 
recognise human suffering 
to do all they can to relieve 
that suffering of the Pales- 
tinian people so that the 
peace process may pre- 
vail.” he stated. 

After his visit here, the 
Nation of Islam leader is 
expected to leave for Cairo, 


where he will meet with A1 
Azhar Grand Sheikh 
Mohammed Sa'id Tantawi 
and deliver what he 
described as a “message of 
peace." 

The U.S. had asked Mr. 
Farrakhan to refrain from 
visiting what it describes as 
"rogue states." a term that 
the U.S. administration 
uses to describe Iran, Iraq, 
Libya, Cuba. Syria. North 
Korea, and Sudan. 

Mr. Farrakhan Monday 
said he plans to visit these 
countries. 

He has already visited 
Iraq, Iran, and the Palestin- 
ian self-rule areas in the 
West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, where he met Pales- 
tinian President ' Yasser 
Arafat. 


Majali asks Cabinet to review 
deputies’ demands, statements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Tuesday instructed 
the Cabinet to consider the 
demands and the remarks 
made by deputies during 
their debate of the govern- 
ment's policy statement and 
possible ways of imple- 
menting them. 

Fifty-five of 79 deputies 
delivered speeches in Parlia- 
ment over the past two days, 
presenting their views on 
domestic and external Issues 
and making demands for 
improvement of services in 


their respective districts. 

A total of 5 1 deputies cast 
a vote of confidence in the 
government, while 15 
deputies voted against it and 
1 2 abstained. 

The Cabinet listened to a 
report by Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tara wn eh on the out- 
come of the government’s 
talks with Martin Indyk. the 
U.S. assistant secretary of 
state for North Africa and 
Middle East Affairs, on 
efforts to give impetus to the 
peace process. 

The Cabinet also listened 


to a briefing by Minister of 
Labour Saleh Khasawneh 
on Jordan’s participation in 
the .Asian regional labour 
conference held in Bangkok, 
during which Jordan's dele- 
gate was elected vice presi- 
dent of the conference. 

Dr. Khasawneh. who led 
the Jordanian delegation, 
said the economic situation 
in southeast Asia, problems 
of poverty and unemploy- 
ment. and personnel training 
were discussed at the con- 
ference. 

The Cabinet formed Jor- 


dan’s delegation to the 15th 
Arab interior ministers 
council meeting, due to 
open in Tunis on Jan. 4. The 
delegation to the two-day 
meeting will be led by Min- 
ister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid. 

The Cabinet endorsed an 
amended agreement on 
rescheduling a SI 34 million 
payment due for a number 
of Airbus 310 planes and 
authorised Minister of 
Finance Suleiman Hafez to 
sign the agreement on behalf 
of the government 



UNIVERSITY OPENS FRENCH DEPARTMENT: Dean of the Faculty of Arts at 
the University of Jordan Abdul Rahman Shahin (right) Tuesday addresses a special 
ceremony to announce the official opening of the French language and literature 
department at the university. The opening ceremony was attended by University of 
Jordan President Fawzi Gharaibeh, French Ambassador to Jordan Bernard Bajo- 
!et and the university Vice President for the Humanities Faculty Affairs Sami Kha- 
sawneh (left to right). Mr. Bajoiet said the opening of the French department 
reflects the unique relations between Jordan and France (Photo by Issam Abdul 
L Rahim) 

Rain, drop in temperature 
forecast for next three days 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Meteorology Department 
Tuesday forecast more 
rain, mostly in the north- 
ern and central regions, 
and a noticeable drop in 
temperatures over the 
next three days. 

In its forecast for 
Wednesday, the depart- 
ment said temperatures 


will continue to gradually 
drop, reaching a maxi- 
mum of 10 degrees Cel- 
sius during the day and 
dropping to 5 degree C at 
night in the Amman area, 
with rain falling in most 
regions. 

On Thursday tempera- 
tures will be the same, 
with expected scattered 


showers. On Friday there 
will be a further drop in 
temperatures, reaching a 
maximum of 8 degree C 
during the day. with 
heavier rains due to a 
cold front located over 
Greece and Turkey that is 
affecting the eastern 
regions of the Mediter- 
ranean. 



FILMS EXHIBITIONS 


* Children’s film “Just William II" at 
the British Council. Jabal Amman at 
5:00 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS RECITAL 

* Christmas recital by Lexi Haddadin, 
Barbara Proust, and Beth Everett 
accompanied by Mohammad Othman 
Sidiq at the Anglican Church, Jabal 
Amman, First Circle at 8:00 p.m. 

LECTURE 

* “Sweden, Museums, and Artists" (in 
Arabic) by AJi Maher at Darat Al Funun, 
Jabal Weibdeh at 6:00 p.m. 


* Works by Ghada Dahdaleh at Baladna 
Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel. 
5537598), unil Dec. 20. 

* Photo exhibition by . Edgardo 
Rodriguez entitled “Arab Presence in 
Cuban Architecture” at Instimto Cer- 
vantes, k Jabal Amman, until Dec. 20. 

* Plastic (abstract) art by Iraqi artist Dhia 
Khaza’i at Hammurabi .Art Gallery, Gar- 
dens Street (Tel. 5536098), until Dec. 18 

* Exhibition of prints by Algerian artist 
Koraishi and calligraphy by Iraqi artist 
Hass an Massoudi, inspired by the poems 
of Mahmoud Darwish, ar Darat AI Funun, - 
Jabal Weibdeh, until Dec. 31. Also dis- 
playing paintings by Jordanian artist Nasr 
Abdul Aziz, and works by contemporary 
Arab artists. 


Officer testifies in trial of two charged with double murder 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A police offi- 
cer testifying in the trial 
of two men accused of the 
double murder of a man 
and his secretary in June 
1997 Monday told the 
Criminal Court that one of 
the suspects was caught 
with two checks signed by 
the victim worth 
JD50.000. 

Hani Fadi, 21. and his 
1 9-year-old brother 

Hisham are both being 
tried for murdering 
Jubraeil Iskandar, 63, and 
his secretary Fatinah 
Michael, 32, on June 1 1 in 
Mr. Iskandar s office. 

"When I searched 


Hisham. who was hiding 
in a hotel room in down- 
town Aqaba, I found two 
checks that belonged to 
the victim, one for the 
amount of JD20.000 and 
another for .JD30.000,” 
Sergeant Yousef Kisswani 
said. 

The police officer told 
the court that he also 
found a document indicat- 
ing that the suspect was 
employed by Mr. Iskan- 
dar. 

The suspects told police 
after their arrest that they 
killed Mr. Iskandar in ret- 
ribution for the continu- 
ous humiliation Hisham 
was subjected to by Mr. 
Iskandar. 

The court tribunal. 


presided over by Judge 
Abdul Hamid Sa’ad and 
including Judges Yassin 
Abdullat and Ahmad 
Khatib, postponed the 
case to Dec. 21 to hear the 
last two prosecution wit- 
nesses. 

Also Monday, the Crim- 
inal Court heard the testi- 
mony of a forensic expert 
in the case of a 35-year- 
old Syrian national 
accused of murdering a 
Syrian family in their 
apartment in June of this 
year. 

The suspect, Fateh Jlasi, 
reportedly confessed to 
murdering Jamal Abdo. 
3S. his wife Manal Oth- 
man, 35, and their two- 
year-old son Khalid. 


Pathologist Ibrahim 
Ramahi, who examined 
the three bodies, told the 
court that he located six 
stab wounds to the neck, 
chest, and stomach of Mr. 
Abdo. and a similar num- 
ber of stab wounds on Ms. 
Othman. 

“Ms. Othman also suf- 
fered first degree bums to 
the left pan of her body,” 
Dr. Ramahi added. 

The coroner, who was 
testifying for the prosecu- 
tion, stated that the child 
died of asphyxiation 
"attributable to manual 
strangulation.” 

At the end of the 20- 
minute court session. 
Prosecutor Bassem 
Momani rested his case 


and presented the court 
with the case file. 

The defendant’s attorney 
informed the court that his 
client wanted to present a 
statement "because his 
confession in front of the 
prosecutor does not repre- 
sent the truth.” 

Mr. Jlasi told interroga- 
tors shortly after his arrest 
that he killed the Syrian 
family in revenge for a 
financial dispute with Mr. 
Abdo’s father. 

The court tribunal, 
presided over by Judge 
Mohammad Ajarmeh and 
including Judges Mifleh 
Mubeidin and Issa Ham- 
dan. agreed and set Dec. 
20 for this purpose. 


New downtown tunnel leaves some residents feeling hollow 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — For motorists, 
the much-trumpeted opening 
of a major road tunnel in an 
impoverished and densely- 
populated area in Amman has 
eased traffic congestion and 
made driving more fun. 

But for oiheis, especially 
drivers of the service taxis 
and the area's residents, the 
200-metre long tunnel, built 
ar a cost of JD5 million, has 
wreaked havoc on their lives. 
In recent interviews, several 
drivers complained to the Jor- 
dan Times that they could no 
longer stop along the fast lane 
to pick up passengers, once 
their main livelihood. 

Other residents said the 
Greater Amman Municipality 
demolished their homes with- 
out giving them enough 
financial compensation 

“The country has to contin- 
ue in its course of develop- 
ment.” one municipality offi- 
cial said. “The project has 
reduced traffic congestion 
and revived the Wadi Had- 
dadeh area after it was 
neglected," he added. ‘The 
prices of land there are shoot- 
ing up and there will be new 
development projects and 
supermarkets." 

But many residents along 
the area housing the projects 
disagreed. 

"We were not paid enough 
money in compensation 
when they took over our plot 
of land and pulled down the 
house to build the road,” said 
a resident who requested 
anonymity. ‘They did not 
even give us enough time ro 
find *a suitable place to 
move.” he complained. 


However. Amman Mayor 
Mamdouh Abbadi rejected 
charges of unfair compensa- 
tion and said many of the 
houses straddling the tunnel 
were built illegally. 

"Some of these houses 
were built illegally on gov- 
ernment property and when 
we decided to do the projects, 
we had to regain these plots,” 
he told reporters during a 
recent tour of municipality 
projects. 

The tunnel leads to Wadi 
Haddadeh and from there the 
street branches out to Mahat- 
ta area and to Zarqa. Another 
road is planned from Wadi 
Haddadeh to link the down- 
town area with Istikial 
(Nuzhaj highway. 

The tunnel project took 180 
days to be completed by an 
Italian company working 
under the supervision of the 
municipality. 

“All my relatives were 
forced to move from the Had- 
dadeh area because the 
municipality needed their 
lands to do this project and 
the upcoming one.” said ser- 
vice taxi driver Fans Nasser, 
22 . 

"On top of that, they were 
not given enough money." 

Another sen-ice taxi driver, 
Salim Ahmad, added: “1 lost 
my house and almost 90 per 
cent of my work because they 
removed dozens of houses 
from the area and with them 
the passengers. 

“1 bought a new car several 
months back because busi- 
ness then was good But now, 

I do not know where to get 
the 32 1 dinars to pay the bank 
installment and they are 
threatening to impound my 
car and put me in jail," he 


added 

Another resident said he 
lost his father because of the 
project “He died from a 
heart attack after the munici- 
pality ordered the demolition 
of our house.” 

He said be and his three 


other brothers were all oper- 
ating one service taxi to sup- 
port their families. 'These 
projects have invaded our life 
and our neighbourhood and 
we do not know what to do.” 
Some residents said the 
tunnel had some construction 


defects, such as its narrow 
lanes in both directions, 
while others said the runnel 
did not bring an ultimate 
solution to traffic congestion 
along the road leading to 
Jabal Weibdeh and the down- 
town. 



INTERNATIONAL CANADIAN LABORATORIES 


MONTREAL’ TORONTO CALGARY VANCOUVER 
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AMMAN -JORDAN 
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EU special envoy 
arrives in Rwanda 


KIGALI (AFP) — Aldo 
Ajello. the European 
Union’s special envoy for 
the Great Lakes region, has 
arrived in Kigali for a three- 
day official visit amid 
heightened concerns over 
the security situation in 
Rwanda, officials said 
Tuesday. 

The special envoy's visit 
follows an attack by Hutu 
extremists last week on a 
camp for ethnic Tutsi 
refugees in the conflict-rid- 
den northwest of the coun- 
try which left as many as 

1,000 dead, according to 
witnesses. 

Mr. Ajello. who arrived 
late Monday, “comes to 
Rwanda periodically, (and) 
will make contact with 
Rwandan leaders," a source 
in his delegation said, 
adding that Mr. Ajello ’s 
programme had nor been 
firmed up. 

He plans to travel to 
Ethiopia and Tanzania after 
his visit here. 

Monday, Emma Bonino. 
the European 

Commissioner for humani- 
tarian concerns, called the 
massacre at the Mudende 
camp “a shameful and bar- 
barous act of cowardice.” 

Calling for “more national 
and international energies 
and resources (to) be devot- 
ed to reconciliation and 


NAIROBI (AFP) — An 
epidemic of the killer 
disease cholera is 
spreading fast in East 
Africa after two months 
of disastrous flooding, 
according to repons from 
authorities in the region 
Tuesday. 

On Tanzania’s semi- 
autonomous island of 
Zanzibar, the death toll 
rose to 80 Tuesday morn- 
ing after 20 more deaths 
in the past 24 hours, 
health officials told AFP. 

They said that more 
than 600 people suffer- 
ing from cholera had 
been admitted to hospi- 
tals and treatment cen- 
tres on the island, and 
that 37 had died at the 
weekend. 

Medical staff at the 
main hospital said they 
were short of medicines 
and even sterilised water 
for intravenous drips to 
counter dehydration, and 
that each nurse was 
attending to at least 20 
patients. 

In Somalia, doctors 
said 15 people had died 
of cholera in north 
Mogadishu and a nearby 
village over the past few 
days. 

In Kenya, newspapers 
reported that cholera had 
killed more than 30 peo- 
ple in two of Nairobi's 
worst slum townships 
during the past two 
weeks, though authori- 
ties put the toll at 15. 

In Uganda, one person 
died and 70 others weri 
. admitted to Kampala 
hospitals Monday, health 
officials said. 

Last week. health 
workers in south 
Mogadishu said at least 
25 people, most of them 
children, had died of 
cholera there and that 
■ efforts to combat the dis- 
ease were being; ham- 
pered by lack of medi- 
cine. 

Monday, Giovanni 
Brauzzi. the chairman of 
the Somalia Aid 
Coordination Body 
(SACB). said expatriate 
aid workers had pulled 
out of Mogadishu and 
the nearby middle 
Shabelle River region 
recently because of kid- 
nappings and clan gun- 
fights. 

He warned that in their 
absence, cholera could 
kill “up to 2,000 people." 

Zanzibari authorities 
ordered the closure of all 
schools and banned unli- 


peace-bu tiding," she said: 
“Rwanda has seen enough 
blood and massacres." 

Meanwhile, in Addis 
Ababa, the chief executive 
of the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU). 
Salim Ahmed Salim, issued 
a statement Tuesday to seek 
world support against geno- 
cidal killers and condemned 
the massacre. 

“The secretary general of 
the OAU has learnt with 
shock and indignation of the 
dastardly massacre of inno- 
cent refugees in the 
Mudende camp,” the OAU 
statement in the Ethiopian 
capital said. 

“He firmly condemns this 
massacre, whose sheer bru- 
tality and magnitude, as 
reflected in the number of 
victims, mainly women and 
children, is totally unac- 
ceptable" 

“At a time when the inter- 
national community has 
been encouraging the gov- 
ernment of Rwanda in its 
efforts at promoting nation- 
al reconciliation, this cow- 
ardly and brutal act has 
come as a sad blow to these 
efforts,” the statement said. 

Mr. Salim declared that 
the massacre was a “clear 
illustration of the fact that 
the ideology of genocide is 
unfortunately still in the 
minds of extremist elements 


censed public gatherings 
and the sale of food and 
juices on the island's 
streets. 

The disease also left 
dozens of people dead in 
various regions of 

Tanzania, including the 
capital. Dar es Salaam, 
as well as Zanzibar earli- 
er in the year. 

In the sprawling 
Nairobi slums of 

Mathare Valley and 

Korogocho. where tens 
of thousands of the city’s 
poor live. residents 
blamed the epidemic on 
a lack of public toilets. 

The plight of cholera 
victims in Kenya has 
been exacerbated by a 
strike of all state nurses, 
now in its third week. 
They are demanding a 
500’per cent pay rise. 

Slum-dwellers com- 
plained that victims had 
been turned away from 
government hospitals 
and clinics without med- 
ical treatment. 

A cholera epidemic 
swept western Kenya in 
September and October, 
leaving more than 200 
people dead, according 
to unofficial figures. The 
health ministry said 140 
people died. 

The disease also hit 
Kenya’s Indian Ocean 
coastal city of Mombasa 
last month, killing 12 
people there. 

Kampala's Mulago 
hospital administrator. 
Lawrence Kaggwa. 
blamed the outbreak of 
the disease in the 
Ugandan capital on poor 
hygiene and a flooded 
drainage system. 

Cholera was first 
reported in the Kampala 
suburb of Ggaba on the 
shores of Lake Victoria 
last week. It has since 
spread to 14 other 
Kampala districts. 

Cholera is a highly 
infectious disease trans- 
mitted mainly through 
infected food and water. 

Symptoms include seri- 
ous diarrhoea and 
extreme dehydration, and 
it is often fatal, though 
relatively easy to treat 
once the patient is hospi- 
talised. 

The Hooding . has 
destroyed latrines in 
many places and left 
hundreds of thousands ol 
people without clean 
drinking water. The con- 
firmed death toll from 
the flooding alone is over 
2 . 000 . 


who do not want peace and 
reconciliation for that coun- 
try and in the region” 

Rwanda was tom apart 
and its legal system left in 
ruins mainly between April 
and July 1994, when Hutu 
government troops and 
extremist Interahamwe 
militiamen massacred 
between half a million and 

800,000 minority Tutsis and 
moderate Hums before the 
Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic 
Front (RPF) seized Kigali. 

The U.N. Security 
Council in 1994 set up an 
International court, now 
based in Arusha, Tanzania, 
which has begun trying peo- 
ple held mainly responsible 
for the genocide, while 
more than 100.000 
Rwandans are jammed into 
over-crowded jails at home, 
many of them on suspicion 
of taking part in the slaugh- 
ter. 

The OAU statement said 
Mr. Salim “therefore reiter- 
ates his appeal to all OAU 
member states and the rest 
of the international commu- 
nity not to give refuge and 
succour to genocide sus- 
pects and to take all the nec- 
essary measures to ensure 
that such suspects are 
brought to justice, within 
the context of the 
International Criminal 
Tribunal for Rwanda." 

Serb dies 

outside 

joint 

command 

police 

station 

ZAGREB (AFP) — A Serb 
man died from gunshot 
wounds he received when 
challenged by a policeman 
guarding a police station in 
Eastern Slavonia which 
recently came under Croatian 
interior ministry control, offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

The 4 1 -year-old man was 
shot by a policeman after he 
opened fire on the guard 
when challenged as he was 
spotted Dying to crawl into 
the police compound at Bell 
Manastir Monday evening, a 
communique from the 
Croatian interior ministry 
said. 

In an account of the inci- 
dent. the sLaiement said that 
the policeman "ordered him 
to put his hands up. and (he 
unknown assailant opened 
fire several times, wounding 
the policeman in the arm. The 
policeman continued to fire 
and the aggressor, who threw 
a hand grenade, continued to 
shoot so the officer returned 
fire again.” 

The Serb later died of Ins 
wounds as he was taken to 
hospital, the statement said, 
adding that listening devices 
had ban discovered on him. 

Eastern Slavonia is all that 
remains of the self-declared 
state set up by nationalist 
Serbs in Croatia in 1991 
when Zagreb seceded from 
ihe old Yugoslav federation 
and has been under U.N. 
administration for the last 
two years. 

The rest of the rebel stale 
was seized by the Croatian 
army in August 1 995. 

It is due to come under full 
control of Zagreb on Jan. 15 
but as a first step during an 
initial transition period 
police in the region formally 
came under Croat authority 
last Monday 

Until now. all police func- 
tions have been carried out by 
Serb police acting under the 
authority of the Serf) leaders 
in Eastern Slavonia. 

The 1 ,7 15-strong transi- 
tional police force is made up 
of both Serbs and Croats, 
working under the supervi- 
sion of 400 U-N. civilian 
police. 

The communique did not 
state if the policeman, who 
was injured in the exchange, 
was a Croar or a Serb. 


Killer cholera 
epidemic spreading 
fast in East Africa 




Cars move along leaving traces of steam in Moscow as record cold continued to grip 
much of Russia Tuesday, reaching -28.8 degrees Centigrade overnight in the Russian 
capita] (Reuter photo) 


Moscow shivers in record 
mid-December freeze 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Moscow experienced its 
iciest mid-December in 
almost a century Tuesday, 
as the temperature plunged 
to minus 28.8 degrees 
Celsius. ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported, quoting 
meteorologists. 

Anatoly Yakovlev, a 
spokesman for the Stare 
Hydrometeorological 
Committee, said the coldest 
mid-December temperature 
previously recorded in the 
capital was minus 28 


Celsius in 1902. 

The temperature had 
already dropped to minus 
27.3 degrees Celsius the 
previous night. 

Mr. Yakovlev said tem- 
peratures were expected to 
rise to minus 20-22 degrees 
Celsius overnight to 
Wednesday, with daytime 
temperatures reaching 
minus 15-17 degree*; in 
Moscow, as the Arctic anti- 
cyclone moved west 
towards Belarus, Ukraine 
and Moldova. 


Five people died of 
hypothermia in Moscow in 
the past 24 hours, out of 49 
admitted to hospital suffer- 
ing from the cold. Boris 
Nikolsky, deputy head of 
the Moscow city govern- 
ment. told ITAR-TASS. 
The victims were either 
drunk or homeless. 

He said the heating sup- 
ply for Moscow’s 3.5 mil- 
lion apartments was nor- 
mal. and there had been 
only two minor break- 
downs overnight. 


U.N. to escort Cambodian 


refugees back home Wednesday 


BANGKOK (AFP) — 
Supporters of leading 
Cambodian opposition figure 
Sam Rainsy have chosen to 
leave their exile in Thailand 
and return to Phnom Penh 
under United Nations protec- 
tion. party sources said 
Tuesday. 

The mass return of opposi- 
tion figures loyal to Sam 
Rainsy signals a split in the 
exiled opposition against 
Cambodian strongman Hun 
Sen. It will leave behind in 
Thailand the supporters of 
ousted co-premier Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh. 

The U.N. refugee agency 
will escort a group of 75 
Cambodian refugees back to 
Phnom Penh Wednesday 
onboard an oriental Thai 
Airlines flight. They fled to 
Bangkok after the July 
takeover of strongman Hun 
Sen. which took place amidst 
fierce factional fighting. 

Their return comes amid 
renewed fighting between 
Cambodian government 
troops and soldiers loyal to 
Prince Ranariddh in the north 
of the country. It also comes 
amid reports that elections 
scheduled for May next year 
have been postponed until 
November. 

According to Khmer 
Nation Party (KNP) 
Secretary General Yimsokha 
Chanratana. 72 of those 
aboard the plane arriving in 
the Cambodian capital from 
Bangkok arc exiled KNP 
members. 

The returning members 
w’iil join KNP leader Sam 
Rainsy. who returned to 
Phnom Penh in late 
November, six months after 
he fled to Bangkok ahead of 
Second Prime Minister Hun 
Sen's bloody July 5-6 ouster 
of Prince Ranariddh. 

The United Nation's High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said in a statement 
Tuesday that the Cambodian 


nationals, who had accepted 
voluntary repatriation, would 
have the protection of U.N. 
officials and Thai diplomats. 

The UNHCR confirmed 
plans for Wednesday’s repa- 
triation. but refused to com- 
ment on details of the opera- 
tion. 

'There are 72 persons from 
the Khmer Nation Party on 
board the flight returning 
tomorrow." the KNP's 
Yimsokha Chanratana said. 

“They are returning 
because Mr. Sam Rainsy is 
there, and because the U.N. is 
providing security and will 
monitor the government, mil- 
itary and police activities." he 
added. 

The cn-mas.se return of 
KNP members signals a split 
in the exiled "Union of 
Cambodian Democrats 
(UDC) and leaves the leader 
of the royalist FUNCINPEC 
party. Prince Ranarridh. 
alone — and isolated, ana- 
lysts say — in Bangkok. 

“Yes (it is a split). I think 
FUNCINPEC must be loyal 
to (he prince, and he cannot 
relum safely, so they must 
remain here.” Yimsokha 
Chanratana said. 

"1 myself acknowledge that 
the provincial areas, especial- 
ly (pro-)royal ones, are slid 
under threat. They are fur 
from Phnom Penh and U.N. 
eyes.” he said. 

FUNCINPEC members of 
the exiled opposition UDC 
party that reside in Bangkok 
said they did not know oF any 
of their members who hud 
chosen to return on 
Wednesday’s flight. The 
UCD is made up of officials 
loyal to Prince Ranarridh and 
Sam Rainsy who fled 
Cambodia in July. They have 
been waging an information 
campaign against Hun Sen 
from their adopted base in 
Bangkok, and lobbying for 
the chance to stand in free 
and fair general elections 


next year. 

According to FUNCIN- 
PEC sources, it is still too 
dangerous for opposition fig- 
ures to return to Cambodia, 
as Hun Sen has not kept a 
promise to create conditions 
conducive to free and fair 
elections. 

“Frankly, with the informa- 
tion we have, it is not safe at 
all ” an exiled FUNCINPEC 
member of parliament told 
AFP in Bangkok. 

However, although party 
members are not willing to 
return permanently to 
Cambodia, they plan ro send 
a second fact-finding delega- 
tion to Phnom Penh during 
die first week of January, the 
FUNCINPEC MP said. 

“We are going to send a 
second team to Cambodia to 
organise the party and pre- 
pare for elections." he said. 

'They will go in the first 
week of January. The situa- 
tion is not safe but we have 
no choice. The elections are 
important." he added. 

Tile first FUNCINPEC 
laci-finding mission, which 
went to Cambodia under 
U.N. supervision, arrived 
hack in Bangkok earlier this 
week. It claimed no progress 
hud been made towards milk- 
ing tlie country safe for oppo- 
sition parties. 

Sam Rainsy. meanwhile, in 
Phnom Penh, criticised Hun 
Sen for allowing his forces to 
attack the last bastion of the 
prince's resistance forces in 
the dusty border hamlet of 
O’Smach. 

The fierce attack, in its sec- 
ond day Tuesday, could mean 
the withdrawal of the FUNC- 
INPEC troops from the hill- 
top stronghold straddling the 
Thai border in northwest 
Cambodia. 

The former finance minis- 
ter said (he attack was not in 
the spirit of progress towards 
free and fair elections in the 
strife-tom country. 


Swedish PM faces criticism over holiday 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
Prime Minister Gocran 
Persson. hounded at home 
for using taxpayer money for 
private vacations. was 
Tuesday criticised by 
Swedish daily Svenska 
Dagbladet for a cost- free 
Spanish holiday last summer. 

The conservative-leaning 
newspaper revealed that the 
Social Democratic leader 
and his wife Annika stayed 
for free in a villa and had two 
government can; at their dis- 
posal during a private stay in 
the southern town of Malaga. 

The villa was loaned to the 
couple by a Spanish friend of 
the former Swedish ambas- 
sador to Spain. Ulf 
Hjertonsson, according to 


the paper. 

Ms. Persson and his wife 
also used two Volvo limou- 
sines from the Swedish 
secret police, the paper 
added. Mr. Persson later used 
these airs to travel in a 
NATO summit in Madrid. 

“Persson of course offered 
to pay his private vacation 
costs hut the Spanish owner 
of the villa refused,” Ms. 
Persson 's spokeswoman 
Ingrid Iremark told the paper. 

“As a member of a 
Swcdish-Spanish Cultural 
Association, he explained 
that he was honoured to have 
a Swedish government head 
stay at his house." she added. 

The revelation comes less 
than a month after the 


Swedish media revealed that 
u trip by Ms. Persson lo New 
York aboard a private jet had 
cost taxpayers SI 55.700. 

The Swedish public docs 
not look kindly on extrava- 
gances enjoyed hy elected 
officials. 

In order to avoid a scandal, 
the Swedish government 
Mopped the use of private 
aeroplanes for cabinet mem- 
bers. including the prime 
minister, while awaiting new 
directives on official trans- 
ports. 

Ms. Persson. who has a 
reputation for pinching pen- 
nies when it comes to public 
finances, had .said he would 
use commercial flights while 
awaiting the new directives. 


Carlos appointed 
court lawyer at 
triple murder trial 


PARIS (AFP I — The trial of 

international terrorist leader 

"Carlos " for a triple 1975 
murder went into a third day 
Tuesday, with the defendant 
counselled by a court- 
appointed lawyer after his 
original defence team quit 
the" court in protest. 

Minutes after the opening 
of the session, new defence 
counsel Olivier Maudret 
requested a recess to consult 
with Carlos, who was bom 
in Venezuela and whose real 
name is Ilich Ramirez 
Sanchez. 

He is charged with the 
fatal shootings June 27. 
1975. of two French police- 
men and a Lebanese 
informer in a Paris flat. The 
incident was the closest he 
came to being arrested in the 
1970s and 1980s. when he 
was hunted for attacks 
across Europe and the 
Middle Eusl 

Mr. Maudret was appoint- 
ed by the court Tuesday after 
Carlos' initial defence team 
— a French, a Lebanese and 
a Venezuelan lawyer — quit 
the trial in protest at the 
court's refusal to reopen an 
investigation into the 1975 
killing of two French police 
officers and a Lebanese 
informer. 

The new lawyer had asked 
for a weeklong postpone- 
ment of the trial, which 
began last Friday, to famil- 
iarise himself with the case 
but the delay was refused by 
Presiding Judge Yves 
Comeloup. 

Instead he was given 40 
minutes to discuss the case. 

Carlos' chief defence 
counsel Isabelle Coutant- 
Peyre argued Tuesday there 
were holes in the prosecu- 
tion case and that the court 
had failed to try hard enough 
to track down witnesses to 
the killings. She said the 
1975 bid to interrogate and 
apprehend the Latin 
American was part of a for- 
eign plot. 

“We are being made to 


believe that Carlos wa, 
responsible for the incidem 
when in fact it was a matter 
of states, in the plural.” site 
said Tuesday. 

“If you plan to continue io 
judge this case without wit- 
nesses I will conclude that 
the defence cannot exercise 
its rights nor cany out jLs 
work." she said. "Your deri- 
sion is contrary to the oath I 
took as a lawyer. I am quit- 
ting the trial." 

Captured in Sudan in 1994 
by French agents and held in 
solitary confinement ever 
since, the 48-year-old self- 
styled “professional revolu- 
tionary” faces spending the 
rest of his life behind bars if 
convicted for the triple 
killings. 

He also faces trial in 
France for five other attacks. 

Elegantly turned out at 
each hearing, the grey- 
haired Carlos has largely 
ignored his defence team so 
far. preferring to stand up in 
the dock and address the 
Assize Court himself, in 
French with a thick accent. 

As the trial opened Iasi 
Friday, he called on the 
court to annul the case on 
the grounds it was “illegal" 
and added: “I was kid- 
napped.” 

The appeal, which has 
already been over-ruled by 
international courts, was 
thrown out by the three 
judges. 

Carlos has also called on 
Judge Comeloup to disqual- 
ify the right of a group of 
victims of terrorisirTto act as 
civil plaintiffs in the murder 
trial. The plea is to be exam- 
ined later. 

Bom into a wealthy 
Marxist family, Carlos 
trained in guerrilla tech- 
niques in Palestinian camps 
and fought with the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) until set- 
ting up his own “terrorist 
international" with the help 
of the Communist bloc and 
some Arab nations. 


Russian team 
attempts winter 
climb of McKinley 


ANCHORAGE. Alaska (R) 
— Three Russian climbers 
were preparing a winter 
ascent of North America's 
tallest peak, a difficult feat 
that has been accomplished 
by only a handful of expert 
mountaineers. National Park 
service officials said 
Monday. 

The climbers — Artur 
Testov. 32. and AJexandr 
Nikiforov. 29. both of 
Riasan. and Vladimir 
Ananich. 40. of Moscow — 
were scheduled to fly to the 
base camp at 20.320-fool 
Mount McKinley later this 
week to begin their expedi- 
tion. said J.D. Swed. chief 
mountaineering ranger for 
Denali National Park. 

Almost all of the more than 

1.000 annual mountaineers 
who attempt McKinley do so 
between April and July, when 
weather on the near-Arctic 
peak is mildest and daylight 


hours are maximised. 

The last expedition to re;rch 
McKinley’s summit was 3 
trio of Austrians in February 
of 1989. according to Park 
Service records. A few da)' 
later, three Japanese climber* 
attempting to reach the sum- 
mit died in a fierce storm. 

Winter weather «* 
McKinley is particular!) 
severe, so much so dttf 
climbers avoid raid-winter 
expeditions. QuinJey said 
“Most of the so-called winter 
climbs, and all of the suc- 
cessful ones, have been in 
February or March,” he said. 

The Park Service's moun- 
taineering guide, given to aU 
climbers who atieror 1 
McKinley, warns again -' 1 
winter expeditions. It 
the combination of weailtf 
and altitude at that time of 
year make McKinley "one of 
the most hostile places on 
this planet’' 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

A leading industrial company is seeking to 
recruit a qualified person for the position of ' 


General Manager 


with the following qualifications : 

- MBA degree. 

- Age 30 - 45 years . 

- Fluent in Arabic & English ( spoken & written )- 

- Leadership abilities and skills . 

Min i mum 7 years experience in the related field . 
Strong background in Accounting, Finance, 
Production , MFG, and Commercial . 

Proven track of achievements . 

Interested qualified candidates are kindly 
requested to send their resumes to the 
following address : 

Attn Planning Manager 
P.O.Box 1368 Amman 11118 Jordan 
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Mandela warns of 'white conspiracy' 


Conservative leader William Hague (right) accepts a side of beef from batcher John 
Absalom during a tour of support for British butchers at Smithfield market (lieu ter 
photo) 

Britons wake up to ban 
on beef on the bone 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Britons woke up Tuesday 
to a ban on' sales of beef on 
the bone, including popular 
T-bone steaks and roast 
ribs, imposed to counter the 
latest fears of “mad cow" 
disease spreading to 
humans. 

Agriculture Minister Jack 
Cunningham imposed the 
ban. which took effect at 
midnight Monday, because 
of new fears that bovine 
spongiform encephalopa- 
thy (BSE) can be transmit- 
ted through the bone and 
marrow of cattle. 

Until now it was believed 
the main vector for spread- 
ing the disease were organs 
like the spinal chord and 
brain. 

The new- ban is the gov- 
ernment's latest attempt to 
end mad-cow fears and 
pave the way for a lifting of 
a worldwide British beef 
export ban imposed by the 
European Union in March 
1996. 

The ban went ahead 
despite butchers’ and farm- 
ers’ protests outside Prime 
Minister Tony Blair's resi- 
dence at 10 Downing 
Street. 


Conservative opposition 
leader William Hague met 
with butchers early Tues- 
day at a major London 
meat market and accused 
Labour of “insufferable 
arrogance.” 

“Britain’s beef industry 
faces a bleak Christmas 
with falling income and 
damaged consumer confi- 
dence," he said. 

Monday, a member of the 
British National Cattle 
Association delivered a 
succulent 15-pound rib 
joint to Downing Street on 
a platter, but due to the new 
regulations the meat was to 
be thrown away, a govern- 
ment spokesman said. 

Consumers marked their 
displeasure by staging beef 
feasts in pubs just ahead of 
the ban. while butcher 
shops reported brisk last- 
minute sales as Christmas 
shoppers stocked up on the 
now illegal product. 

Mr. Cunningham said he 
wanted to take all the nec- 
essary precautions, even if 
there was only a minimal 
risk of transmission to 
humans. 

Butchers have been 
ordered to bone the meat 


before selling it or face 
fines of up to 2,000 pounds 
($3,300). 

Scientists believe that 
deboned meat offers no 
exposure to nerve endings 
though likely to infect peo- 
ple with the human equiva- 
lent of mad cow disease. 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease 
(CJD). 

At least 22 people, most 
of them avid meat eaters, 
are thought to have died 
from CJD. a brain- waisting 
disease thought to have 
been contracted after eating 
infected meat. 

Many traders say the 
sales order will be difficult 
to cofltrol and warn that a 
black market could devel- 
op. 

In a nod to the meat 
industry, Mr. Cunningham 
announced Monday that 
Britain would bar all Euro- 
pean beef that did not meet 
British standards. 

The move, which could 
plunge London into a new- 
round of confrontation with 
its European Union part- 
ners, was in retaliation for 
the EU's decision to delay 
new safety measures of its 
own for three months. 


IcKinl; Countdown for N. Ireland 

negotiations begins with new year 
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BELFAST (AFP) — North- 
ern Ireland’s Protestant loy- 
alists and Catholic republi- 
cans have five months to find 
a peace solution for their 
strife-tom province, an 
objective which no longer 
seems so remote. 

On the surface, negotia- 
tions do not appear to have 
made much progress since 
they began in October when 
Sinn Fein, which wants a 
united Ireland free from 
British rule, joined the 
process following a ceasefire 
by its paramilitary wing, the 
IRA. 

Most likely it will be up to 
former U.S. Senator George 
Mitchell, chairman of the 
multi-party talks at Stor- 
mont, outside Belfast to 
define future discussions, 
since the parties themselves 
cannot agree a formula. 

But even if the talks are 
marking time, they neverthe- 
less unite for the first time in 
Northern Ireland's history 
advocates and opponents of a 
British presence in the 
province. 

London and Dublin, co- 
sponsors of the talks, have 
given them until May next 
year to find a solution which 
will be put to referenda in 
Ireland and the north. 

To keep the negotiators 
away from local tensions, 
which exploded last week- 
end in Londonderry where 
nationalists rioted after 

Protestants marched through 


the town, the talks venue will 
be switched from January 
between London and Dublin 
alternately. 

The first session will begin 
in London on Jan. 26 fol- 
lowed by another in Dublin 
on Feb. 1 S. 

Both sides have given signs 
that they are ready for dia- 
logue. 

Received by British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair at 
Downing Street in London. 
Sinn Fein leader Gerry 
Adams said he was aware of 
the shared responsibility to 
forge new links between the 
peoples of Ireland and 
Britain. 

David Trimble, leader of 
the largest Protestant party, 
the Ulster Unionists, also 
appears to be resisting pres- 
sure from his side not to seek 
any accommodation with 
nationalists, and has not 
ruled out meeting Adams. 

But on two key aspects of 
the negotiations, there is 
everything still to play for. 

The parties need a formula 
for an internal government in 
Northern Ireland, most likely 
an assembly. Among repub- 
licans the issue is particular- 
ly contentious as it prompts 
bitter memories of the previ- 
ous Protestant-dominated 

Stormont parliament of 
1921-72. 

They also have to agree on 
cooperation between Belfast 
and Dublin, through cross- 
border ’organisations with 


powers carefully defined to 
avoid upsetting unionists 
who are averse to direct Irish 
interference in their affairs. 

In parallel, an independent 
commission is also looking 
into ways to disarm the mili- 
tias from the rival communi- 
ties. 

Also on the agenda, adopt- 
ed in October by the partici- 
pants, is the question of rela- 
tions between London and 
Dublin, notably mutual abro- 
gation of constitutional 
claims on Northern Ireland. 

There already is a consen- 
sus on this issue between the 
two capitals. Irish Prime 
Minister Bertie Ahem said 
Monday. 

He called the peace process 
“the most concerted, sus- 
tained. calculated and deter- 
mined effort since Irish inde- 
pendence to recast the legacy 
of our history, and establish a 
stable, just and lasting settle- 
ment among all the people 
within the island of Ireland.’’ 

He said: “We cannot 

change hisrory, but we can 
change its future course.” 

Mr. Ahern rejected the 
view that the problem of 
Northern Ireland was insolu- 
ble. 

■They used to say that 
about the Iron Curtain, 
apartheid and the Middle 
East conflict- We are the 
inheritors of the past — but 
we are also the trustees of the 
future.” 


Yeltsin to rest until early January 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin should rest for 
another three weeks in 
order to complete his 
recovery from an acute 


viral chest infection, the president would com- 
Moscow Echo radio quot- pleie his convalescence in 


MAFIKENG, South Africa 
(AFP) — President Nelson 
Mandela bade farewell 
Tuesday as leader of the 
ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) with a 
stinging attack on whites, 
some of whom he said are 
involved in a “counter-rev- 
olutionary conspiracy.” 

In a 53-page speech 
opening the ANC’s 50th 
national conference. Mr. 
Mandela said ihere was no 
direct threat to South 
Africa's fledgling democra- 
cy, but warned that “ele- 
ments'' of the former 
apartheid government were 
trying to destabilise the 
country. 

Sporting a yellow ANC 
T-shirt, Mr. Mandela was 
greeted with enthusiastic 
applause — and a tradition- 
al African tribal praise 
singer — by the more than 
3.000 delegates when he 
took the podium to deliver 
his last speech as ANC 
president. 

The 79-year-old states- 
man will formal ly step 
down from the position he 
has held since 1991 when 
the party holds new elec- 
tions for senior officials 
Wednesday, although he 
will continue as head of 
state until 1999. 

Mr. Mandela told dele- 
gates gathered at a universi- 
ty in this northwestern 
farming town for the five- 


day triennial conference 
that it has been “demon- 
strated consistently" rhat 
whites are trying to cling to 
the privileges they enjoyed 
under apartheid. 

The mainly white politi- 
cal parties. Mr. Mandela 
said, have been "most vig- 
orous in their opposition" 
to legislative and executive 
measures to end racial dis- 
parity. 

The mainly white-owned 
media, he added, had done 
its best to discredit the 
achievements of the ANC. 

More ominously, he said 
“various elements of the 
former ruling group have 
been working to establish a 
network which would 
launch or intensify a cam- 
paign of destabilisation." 

Features of this cam- 
paign. Mr. Mandela added, 
were the weakening, of the 


.ANC and its allies, the use 
of crime to render the coun- 
try ungovernable, the sub- 
version of the economy and 
the erosion of confidence in 
the ANC to govern. 

“This counter-revolution- 
ary network, which is 
already active and which 
bases itself on those in the 
public administration, and 

others in other sectors of 
our society who have not 
accepted the reality of 
majority rule, is capable of 
carrving out very disruptive 
actions." Mr. Mandela 
warned. 

“Evidence also exists that 
dements of this counter- 
revolutionary conspiracy- 
have established or are 
maintaining a variety of 
international contacts." Mr. 
Mandela said. 

The majority of South 
Africans, he added, howev- 


er. remained "committed to 
the defence of the democra- 
tic system in our country." 

Turning to crime. Mr. 
Mandela said that as the 
majority of murders and 
other violent crimes 
occurred in poor areas, the 
only way they can be cur- 
tailed is to improve socio- 
economic conditions. 

“Calls for the restoration 
of the death penalty.” he 
said, “are in reality calls to 
hang those who are poor 
and black and who, in the 
main, conimir murder 
among themselves.” 

The economy, he added, 
had to be deraeialised to 
ensure that it "increasingly 
reflects the racial composi- 
tion of our society.” 

The South African leader 
hit out at corruption, while 
collar crime, low tax moral- 
ity, the acceptance of rob- 


Winnie arrives at ANC congress 


MAFIKENG (AFP) — Winnie Madikizela- 
Mandela arrived at the African National 
Congress' meeting here early Tuesday to 
shouts of “Viva Winnie” from her support- 
ers outside the conference venue, the SAPA 
news agency reported. 

Madikizela-Mandela is head of the 
ANC’s Women’s League, but her nomina- 
tion for the deputy leadership of the party 
was withdrawn after the Truth and Recon- 
ciliation Commission hearing implicated 
her in a series of gross human rights viola- 
tions, including murder. 


She brushed aside reporters' questions as 
she made her way into the venue to begin 
lobbying for delegates’ support. 

Madikizela-Mandela can still get the 
nomination if she can amass a sufficient 
number of votes, usually 1 0 per cent, from 
the 3.000 delegates. However, that thresh- 
old could be amended later Tuesday by- 
consensus from the floor, possibly to 25 per 
cent, further damaging her chances of 
wrenching the post from Jacob Zuma. the 
current ANC chairman who is so far the 
onlv candidate. 


bery and theft as a means of 
personal enrichment, and 
contempt for the law and 
the state that characterised 
South African society. 

"If we have learnt nothing 
else during these three 
years," he said, “we have 
grown to appreciate the 
extent of the corrosion of 
the moral fibre of our soci- 
ety." 

South Africa must work 
in conjunction with other 
countries on the continent 
to achieve peace, stability 
and sustained development, 
Mr. Mandela said. 

He urged the conference, 
which will be meeting here 
until Saturday, to work 
towards resolving differ- 
ences with the ANC’s 
alliance partners, the Com- 
1 munist Party and the South 
African Congress of Trade 
Unions (COSATU), over 
the ANC's centrist econom- 
ic policies. 

The outgoing ANC presi- 
dent expressed full confi- 
dence in those set to take 
over the reins — especially 
South African Deputy Pres- 
ident Thabo Mbeki who 
has been nominated unop- 
posed to the post of ANC 
president 

"It is at this point that my 
generation, which did what 
it could, hands over the 
baton to our successors.” 
Mr. Mandela said. 


Threat of global ‘bird flu 9 epidemic spreading from Hong Kong 


ed his doctors as saying 
Tuesday. 

However, it was not 
immediately clear whether 


the Barvikha clinic west of 
Moscow where he was 
admitted Wednesday last 
week for 10-12 days. 


HONG KONG (.AFP) — 
A U.S. expert warned 
Tuesday that the new 
‘bird flu’ which has 
killed two people in 
Hong Kong could 
become a global epidem- 
ic, with scientists help- 
less to prevent it spread- 
ing. 

The grim warning from 
U.S. virologist Robert 
Webster came as govern- 
ment officials prepared 
measures aimed at stem- 
ming the spread of the 
fatal virus, previously 
thought to be restricted to 
poultry. 

Health officials here 
have acknowledged the 
possibility of human-to- 
human transmission, bur 
stressed that the avian flu 
detected in Hong Kong 
had not reached epidemic 
proportions. 

There have been seven 
confirmed cases here, 
with two more suspected 
cases being investigated. 

The fact that three 
young cousins, aged five 
and under, are among the 
nine affected has stoked 
fears of human transmis- 
sion. 

The bird flu is "highly 
dangerous” and there is 
"nothing scientists can do 
to contend it” as it 
increases "at an alarming 
rate.” government radio 
reported Mr. Webster as 
saying. 

Mr. Webster made his 
remarks in the United 
States on his return from 
Hong Kong where he was 
among international 
experts hunting for the 
source of what is techni- 
cally known as the H5NI 
virus. 

He warned that it was 
"just a matter of time” 
before the virus starts 
spreading from human to 
human. 

However, another U.S. 
expert Edwin Kilboum 
said that although the 
influenza is worrying, he 
did not think it could 
spread from human to 
human. 

“It’s not time to push 
the panic button.” he 
said. 

Hong Kong health 
director Margaret Chan 
told a press conference 
that there was a possibili- 
ty of human transmis- 
sion. 

She said information 
collected from the seven 
confirmed cases indicat- 
ed that some patients had 
contact with poultry 
while others had not. 

“This poinLs to the fact 
that the transmission of 
the virus both from bird- 
to-human and human-to- 
human are possible.” she 
said. 

"However, the efficien- 
cy of transmission from 
human- to-hu man should 


not be high or there 
should be hundreds and 
thousands of such cases 
in the territory by now. 
according to past experi- 
ence with other types of 
influenza," said Ms. 
Chan. 

In Geneva, the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) said there was no 
reason to impose travel 
restrictions or quaran- 
tines in Hong Kong 
because of the bird flu. 

The flu -has been 
blamed for two deaths in 
Hong Kong, with two 


others in critical condi- 
tion. 

A new Hong Kong gov- 
ernment task force has 
been set up to discuss 
measures to contain the 
virus. 

After its first meeting it 
recommended tightening 
controls on poultry' 
imported from China. 

The education and 
social welfare depart- 
ments will issue informa- 
tion to schools on pre- 
ventive measures. 

Meanwhile, the Provi- 
sional Urban Council 


passed a motion urging 
the government " to 
inspect all poultry ajriv- 
ing from China where the 
virus is reported to have 
decimated poultry flocks. 

However, Liu Zhaojing, 
Chinese quarantine offi- 
cial at the Man Kam To 
border checkpoint with 
Hong Kong, denied such 
viruses were affecting 
either chickens or 
humans there. 

Outbreaks of the virus 
in at least three chicken 
farms occurred before it 
first appeared in humans. 


The first human victim 
was a three-year-old 
Hong Kong boy who died 
in May. 

Hong Kong press 
reports say housewives 
are .shunning fresh chick- 
ens and opting for frozen 
chickens imported main- 
ly from the^ United 
States. 

The bird flu scare has 
spread to the neighbour- 
ing Portuguese enclave 
of Macau, i with poultry 
sales there falling 30 per 
cent. 
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Polarisation 
threatens ties 

THE VISIT to Ankara last week by the Israeli 
Minister of Defence Yitzhak Mordechai, in a 
high-profile bid to bolster military and eco- 
nomic cooperation between the two countries, 
came at the same time as the Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC) was holding its sum- 
mit meeting in Tehran. If there was a message 
in the timing it probably was that Israeli- 
Turkish relations were being improved regard- 
less of Islamic solidarity and sensitivities. 

We fail to understand why else Turkey sought 
or consented to receive the Israeli minister 
exactly when its president, Suleiman Demirel, 
was in Iran to attend the conference. 

In fact military ties between Israel and 
Turkey figured high on the agenda of the 
Islamic summit and much effort went into 
averting a brewing crisis over them. Perhaps 
Ankara should have showed greater sensitivity 
by putting off the visit and certainly by putting 
on hold plans to grant Israel new contracts to 
upgrade Turkey’s military aircraft and to 
coproduce about 1,000 tanks until at least the 
current deadlock in peace talks was broken. 

Turkey realises, as much as the rest of the 
Arab and Islamic countries do, that this is no 
time to rewar'd Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu who does not miss a 
chance, or a sound bite, to delink his policies 
from«the isolation his country faces as a result 
of pursuing them. 

When even Israel’s best friends, for instance 
the U.S., are trying desperately to isolate or 
else inculcate some sanity in his mindr a coun- 
try as important and sober as Turkey cannot 
possibly go in the opposition direction. As long 
as Israel can claim to have won a new ally in 
the Middle East, which is also a major military 
power, it will feel less the pressure being 
applied against it to move along the path of 
peace. 

Even though Turkey does not have the best of 
relations with all Arab countries, it is no excuse 
to turn to Israel to nil the gaps. As an indepen- 
dent, sovereign republic Ihrkey can fashion its 
own policies in the region and outside. What ail 
of us should be concerned with, however, is to 
nip in the bud attempts to establish balanced 
relations in the Middle East. 

Further polarisations perceived to be threat- 
ening and new alliances seen to be dangerous 
by countries of the region could push us away 
from, rather than bring us closer to, the envis- 
aged era of stability and peace. Cooperation 
among, and prosperity for, peoples have to be 
viewed as an indivisible whole in this part of 
the world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A1 RaTs Tareq Masarweh criticised the U.S. for calling 
on the Palestinians to exercise self-restraint in dealing with 
the Israeli practices instead of forcing the Jewish state to 
comply with the requirements of peace and to implement 
the Oslo accords. Why does Washington not try to restrain 
Israel ’s illegal actions and why does it allow the Israeli gov- 
ernment to issue a law overnight banning the Palestinian 
census in Palestinian lands. Masarweh asked. The U.S. is 
witnessing the extremists and ultra extremist rulers of Israel 
outbidding one another in obstructing the implementation 
of redeployment of Israeli forces in the occupied lands, 
according to the Oslo deal and Washington is well aware 
of the fact that the Likud-led government is totally orient- 
ed towards the destruction of the peace process, but it is 
doing nothing as a partner to the peace-making process to 
stop these measures, according to the writer. What the 
Arabs, particularly die Palestinians, are getting from 
Washington are mere words and no action, he said. As a 
peace broker. Washington is watching Israel prevent the 
Palestinians from exercising the simple task of collecting 
demographic information necessary for their development 
plans, he added. The writer charged that the U.S. is doing 
nothing to earn credit as a partner to the peace process. 

A1 Arab AI Yawm’s Saleh Qallab said oil is a strategic 
commodity, and the government should not depend one 
source alone to obtain it It is true that Iraq has been sup- 
plying Jordan with its oil needs at competitive prices, but 
no one can guarantee that the Iraqi regime would not 
change its mind and stop the flow, leaving the country help- 
less. said the writer. The successive governments of Jordan 
have failed in their duty to secure more than one source of 
oil supplies and left the country at the mercy of the whims 
of the rulers in Baghdad, he added. Qallab said that even 
among brothers there must be an equilibrium and Jordan 
must not be exposed to impulsive policies of other coun- 
tries, which can turn out to be detrimental to the national 
interest Recalling that allied war planes bombed oil tanker 
trucks hauling Iraqi oil to Jordan during the Gulf war. the 
writer said that because Jordan was not prepared to face 
such a critical situation, it had to turn to Syria which made 
the Kingdom pay hard cash in advance for the oil products 
it supplied to Jordan. Qallab urged the government to 
immediately embark on contacts designed to guarantee an 
alternative oil source in case of emergency. 


Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


How will Israel meet U.S. deadline? 


THE MIDDLE East peace process is approach- 
ing yet another fatefijl deadline. United States 
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright has 
given Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu until today (Dec. 17) to present a 
specific proposal for redeployment of the West 
Bank. 

Looking at past Israeli behaviour and follow- 
ing the current Israeli debate, what will most 
likely occur is that Netanyahu will seek to do 
the minimum necessary to avoid antagonising 
the United States and being blamed for frus- 
trating the peace process. At the same time, 
Netanyahu will attempt to protect his support 
base among Israeli hardliners who reject any 
further West Bank redeployment. 

What Israel appears ready to do is to make 
some slight land concessions, amounting to 
about 10-13 per cent of the West Bank. The 
land surrendered, however, will only slightly 
alter the condition of the continuing occupation 
by expanding the size of the existing 
Palestinian cantons in the West Bank. 

The United States pressure on Israel to 
respond to the Dec. 17 deadline has created a 
debate within Netanyahu's coalition, prompt- 
ing several competing efforts to propose alter- 
native approaches to meeting the United 
States” demands. 

Although there are some variations in the 
proposed plans, the exercise has not, in itself, 
been helpful towards moving the peace process 
forward. In this regard, it is instructive to note 
that what has emerged as the compromise plan 
is the one offered by national infrastructure 
minister, Ariel Sharon. A situation in which 
Sharon emerges as the “realist” is bound to be 
a disappointment to the Palestinians and is an 
indication of how far Israel has veered from the 
path towards peace. 

What Sharon is proposing has been described 
as establishing a “quilt of congested areas of 


Arab population lacking contiguity with one 
another.” This, it will be recalled, closely 
resembles the “Drobbles Plan" first adopted 
during the Begin government in the late 1 970s 
{when Sharoq was a minister in charge of set- 
tlement construction in the West Bank). The 
intent of the Drobbles plan was to create 
Palestinian reservations, with local autonomy 
and no sovereignty, surrounded by Jewish set- 
tlements and further divided by a patchwork of 
Israeli controlled roads and security areas. 

Even if, as Sharon now concedes, the 
Palestinian areas might ultimately be called a 
state, it will be a state of disconnected pans. 
The Palestinians will lack control over most of 
their land, all water and resources, and pas- 
sages not only with the outside but also 
amongst their many cantons. 

That such a proposal is being seriously con- 
sidered in Israel as a way to avoid United 
States pressure (Sharon briefed U.S. officials in 
Washington on his plan last week) is indicative 
of how seriously flawed the Israeli view of the 
peace process has become. 

The intent of the current government in Israel 
is far afield from the goals of the Oslo accords. 
This Likud coalition like its Shamir-led prede- 
cessor remains committed to the concept of 
Eretz Israel. It refuses to recognise the exis- 
tence of a separate national community of 
Palestinians with rights that must be recognised 
and implemented. And it refuses to accept the 
proposition that security is a mutual goal of 
both parties and can only be insured in the con- 
text of a just and comprehensive peace. 

As long as this government recognises only 
its rights as legitimate and sees that its security 
can only be established by force and control of 
land — then we will be presented with such 
proposals as the “Sharon plan." 

But the deadline of Dec. 17 is not a test for 
the Israelis alone. They will fail if they present 


„ «mnnsil as inadequate and as contemptuous 
yEKSta needsas the Sharon plan. Bn. the 
llS will be how the United States resends 
to what Netanyahu presents to Secretary 

^Should Netanyahu fail to 
ingful" troop movement by Dec. 17. the United 
States intends to table its own proposal. The 
US will call for more substantial redeploy- 
ment in phase two, insist on ^settlement 
“time out" and create joint U.S.-lsraeh- 
Palestinian efforts both to implement the third 
phase of redeployment and supervise the 
Palestinian efforts against terrorism. 

Such direct U.S. engagement should be 
encouraged, but more will be required. Long 
after the former South African system of 
apartheid and its repugnant system of 
Bantustans had been rejected as inhumane, the 
effort to implement a similar system by Israel 
must also be rejected. To determine whether 
Israel passes or fails its Dec. 17 test, it will be 
important to look not only at the amount of 
land surrendered but the intent and direction of 
the Israeli redeployment efforts. In this context, 
it will be important for the U.S. to review 
Israeli proposals and to insist that any rede- 
ployments establish connections between 
Palestinian-controlled areas. 

An additional way for the United States to 
press its concern that Oslo be fully and seri- 
ously implemented will be to announce, in 
addition to the above mentioned steps. U.S. 
recognition of the Palestinian right to a fully 
sovereign state. Such recognition would be no 
more intrusive to the negotiating process than 
the U.S. insistence that Palestinians recognise 
Israel’s existence as a sovereign state. 
Negotiations, after all. are not about whether 
the parties have rights, but establishing the 
mechanisms and procedures to implement 
those rights. 


Refugee status 
in wider context 


To the editor: 

I REFER to the letter to the editor by Ghaith Al 
Omari published in the Jordan Times on Dec. 8 
regarding Jordan's non-ratification of the 1951 
Geneva Convention on Refugee Status. The 
writer went into great length complaining about 
Jordan’s hesitance to move from what he 
termed on one occasion as “the rule of whim 
and political expedience to the rule of law." and 
“from the realm of morality and politics to the 
realm of rights and law ” Mr. Al Omari in effect 
is calling on us ro replace “compassion" with 
“obligation" and “charity" with “rights." The 
thrust of the writer’s thesis is to promote “pre- 
dictability” in extending refugee status by 
removing the “scope of discretion by the deci- 
sion maker." 

I believe that this whole issue of Jordan’s 
reluctance to become a state part)' to the 1951 
convention and its 1967 protocol on refugee 
status needs to be viewed in its wide context. 

For starters. Jordan finds itself in a region tom 
by armed conflicts and civil strife. It is also an 
area which is notably devoid of pluralistic 
democracy. Unlike countries in Europe which 
have not only formally and ceremonially rati- 
fied the said convention, but have also applied 
it. albeit unsatisfactorily, developing countries 
in regions of the world which are ripe for mass 
movement of peoples and refugee status seek- 
ers. can ill afford to extend refugee status to lit- 
erally thousands and thousands of people flee- 
ing from oppression and persecution in neigh- 
bouring countries. Over and above the material 
constraints, there are other limitations including 
political, social and security-related matters. 
Had Jordan opted to ratify and adhere faithful- 
ly to the convention, it would have had to be 
prepared to receive hundreds of thousands of 
people fleeing from neighbouring countries for 
one reason or another. Jordan can of course cer- 
emonially ratify the necessary convention, but 
refrain from executing it in good faith as so 
many countries have done. But it is neither the 
nature nor the character of the country, to pay 
Up service to treaty obligations just for public 
relations considerations. The Kingdom has 
already done a great deal to alleviate the suffer- 
ings of the Palestinian people driven out of their 
homeland by Israel. To go beyond what has 
already been done may harm the political aspi- 
ration of the Palestinians for an identity and a 
homeland of their own. Opening our borders to 
a greater number of Iraqi refuge seekers would 
simply ruin the infrastructure of the entire 
country. 

The writer also missed a major point in the 
convention which he would like us to ratify: 
Under the said convention, a refugee status is 
based not only on “the well founded fear of per- 
secution.” but also on the need to show that this 
persecution is conducted by the government or 
a governmental agent. This leaves the door 
wide open to refuse refugee status to people 
running away from persecution perpetrated by 
private groups or individuals. 

And contrary L > the findings of the writer, the 
hard evidence collected thus far on the applica- 
tion of the convention shows beyond a shadow 
of a doubt that the implementation of tftc rele- 
vant international refugee law in many pans of 
the world has been tainted with abase, exploita- 
tion and a wide discretion by the decision 
maker. The processing of the application of 
refugee status has become so cumbersome and 
lengthy that even the most advanced countries 
of the West have begun to narrow down their 
own definition of a legitimate refugee. The 
application of the convention has been anything 
but “predictable." The whim of the decision 
maker is still there despite oil efforts to do away 
with it. 

W. M. Sadi 



In-law’s comments 

To the editor: 

JORDAN IS one of the safest and neatesr coun- 
tries in the world offering a variety of attractions 
to tourists from all over the world. But, to facili- 
tate tourism and provide maximum comfort to 
tourists, the Ministry of Tourism may need to 
seek modification of some of the immigration 
protocols. For example, it is an irony that d 
tourist who enjoyed his/her time and spent over 
JD2.000 in Jordan be fined JD 1.000/per day 
because he/she spent over the 14-day visa limit 
granted and did not report to the nearest police 
station for an extension of the visa as currently 
required by law. On one occasion. I myself paid 
JD 14.000 for eight tourists (strangers to me), 
who had overstayed their visas by one or more 
days, because they did not have any Jordanian 
money and their flight, which I was also on. was 
about to depart. I paid for these tourists because 
I love Jordan and, been married to a Jordanian 
woman. I believe I have a moral obligation to 
protect the interest of tourism and other socio- 
economic growth in Jordan. In addition, despite 
my admiration and love for Jordan like other 
“international in-laws,” married to Jordanians, it 
is almost impossible for us to get a residency 
permit, and naturalisation is out of the question. 
On one occasion when I attempted to gel a resi- 
dency permit. I was told to invest and/or deposit 
over JD50.000. Is this a tax or surcharge? 

For foreign men married to Jordanian women, 
it is difficult to understand this policy when in 
fact any foreign woman married to a Jordanian 
man is entitled to residency and naturalisation. 1 
am not sure what are the differences in these two 
categories because a Jordanian is a Jordanian 
regardless of sex. May 1, on behalf of all other 
“international in-laws." use this opportunity to 
appeal to the Ministry of Interior to reconsider 
this policy if in fact it is the official state policy. 

A final comment — it takes an average of 30 
minutes for most tourists to go through the 
immigration (passport control) while the inspect- 
ing officers puff away on their Marlboro. Philip 
Morris and Winston cigarettes. Smoking, as we 
all know, is the worst preventable public health 
risk ever known to man. 1 cannot think of a 
worse way to welcome a non-smoking tourist 
than to salute him or her with the poisonous 
smoke of tobacco. As this poison continues to go 
up in smoke in the Western world where it is pro- 
duced. the countries of the Middle East and other 
developing nations have become a safe haven 
where tobacco smoke can generate large profits 
with collateral damages of death, destruction and 
disability. 

Dr. Samuel Ihemdi 
Natick, Massachusetts 
USA. 

Peeping into palaces 

To the editor: 

IF THE words of White House Security Adviser 
Samuel Berger are to be believed (Jordan Times 
Dec. 9), “U.N. inspectors cannot account for 
2.500 gallons of the dangerous anthrax gas." 
isn’t this sufficient justification for the U.S. 
smartly disguised as U.N. attempts, to peep into 
the bedrooms of the Iraqi president? Also, don’t 
ask how many gallons of this and many other 
more dangerous chemicals the U.S. or Western 
countries possess? Will the national security 
adviser also spell out what else is still unac- 
counted for in Iraq by the U.N. weapons inspec- 
tors? Just in case they need to “guide” the U.N. 
efforts in future. 

Dr. Masud Ahmad Malik 
SweiJeh 


Lighter Thursdays 
on the tube 


To the editor: 

'I DO appreciate the Jordan Television pro- 
grammes and those who work on giving the 
best for tfie audience. Nevertheless. I have had 
a comment which I finally thought was worth 
mentioning after 1 watched the honor movie 
called “When the stranger called again." 

I am not against honor Films or films with sad 
endings; you are free to watch them or not. But 
when all the films we watch are either honor or 
sad, this becomes too much. On Saturday or 
Thursday evenings, if you don't have a satellite 
or don’t intend to go out, you will end up with 
the local programmes as the only entertainment 
left, and it something amusing or light films 
and dramas would be appreciated. 

Rula Samain Naffa 
Amman 


Shocked and ashamed 


To the editor: 

AS A student, having witnessed an event last 
Monday. I just can’t find the will to suppress 
my shock at and shame of my fellow 
Jordanians — youngsters. 

Because French is a major subject in school, 
it is only natural that we also participate in 
activities relevant to studying the language, 
such as going to see the movie, 
"Microcosmos." an Oscar-winning film. 

The theatre was practically a battleground. 
The students were shouting, singing their 
school -cheering songs, and booing. 'They left 
the theatre in a state that looked like the after- 
math of a war, littered with pop-corn and all 
sorts of rubbish. For the record, the students in 
the audience came from private schools. 

Honestly. [ don’t know who to blame. This 
hooliganism and ignorance will lead us 
nowhere in our already backward situation. I 
wonder: Will we ever catch up? 

Maram Salah 
Amman 


Self-serving ‘freedoms 


To the editor: 

AFTER PERUSING Mr. Marwan Hanania's 
letter (silencing ordinary voices. Jordan Times 

in response to Dr. Ahmad 
Majdoubeh s commentary on freedom of 
expression, 1 felt drawn to’ respond to some of 
the points submitted by Mr. Hanania. 

Yes. maybe we cannot go on forever appeas- 
ing ourselves by comparing our freedoms with 
other’s of third world countries, for at one point 
or another in our political, social and cultural 
evolution, wc wUI have to slim aiming at high- 
er levels of democracy. But that does not hao- 
pen over night or by a strobe of a pen, for much 
needs to happen and change in us, the wav we 
live, think, work, study and teach, dream care 
and love. ” 

What is scary is that many of those who are 
demanding more democracy fast and more free- 
doms of speech and expression, acrually just 
want these for themselves, and would be the 
first to deny them to others if they became the 
decision makers and obtained power. 

Walid N. Maaytah 
Amman 


IT 

OCCURRED 
TO ME... 


Thanks 
for the 
fish 

By Ali Kassay 

ONE OF my favourite 
books, the Hitchhiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy, 
kicked off by placing its 
story historically, 
roughly two thousand 
years after humans 
nailed someone to a tree 
when he suggested that 
they ought to be nice to 
each other. The book, 
for those who have not 
read it, revolves around 
the construction of the 
earth, which was com- 
missioned by mice, in 
order to conduct a 
multi-million-vear 
behavioural study on | 
humans, and the subse- [ 
quent destruction of the 
planet in order to build 
a by-pass on the imer- 
gaiactic motorway. 

The only species other 
than mice who knew 
about the experiment 
and about the imminent 
destruction of the earth 
were the dolphins, who 
were conducting a study 
of their own on humans. 

1 find myself reflect- 
ing on all this at the pre- 
sent moment because 
this article carries a note 
of finality that is fortu- 
nately less cataclysmic 
than the subject of the 
book. As of next 
Wednesday, there will 
undoubtedly be weep- 
ing and gnashing of 
teeth among the readers 
of the Jordan Times, but 
IT OCCURRED TO 
ME there will be none. 

The reason is partly 
that I am ethically 
bound to spare my 
employers as of next 
week any possibility of 
confusion between ray 
personal views and 
theirs, and partly 
because I need to con- 
centrate as much as pos- 
sible during my spare 
time on completing a 
project that I started 
quite some time ago and 
that is already long 
overdue. 

So I would like at this | 
time to thank ali my I 
friends who were kind I 
enough to encourage | 
me during the two years j 
or so of writing this col- ; 
umn. Their ideas and | 
constant encourage- ; 
mem were invaluable to , 
me every Monday 
evening when my pota- , 
tions were rudely inter- i 
rupted by the thought: • 
"My God! I have an \ 
article to present tomor- j 
row and not the ghost of . 
an idea what to write | 
about." Writing this J 
column was great fun \ 
for me. and I hope sin- j 
cerely that readers of I 
the Jordan Times have ; 
enjoyed it loo. 

I should also present a 

■special thanks to all ; 
Jordanian bureaucrats 
for their gallant efforts ; 
in providing me with a J 
constam supply of i 
material for these arti- I 
cles. They say that a j 
writer is fortunate when 
real life comes i° J 
resemble his fiction- j 
This was a case when < 
real life surpassed an)' ! 
flight of the imagina - , 
tion. Not only did the j 
diligence and efficiency | 

of our bureaucrars benf' ; 
fit me. but also an J 
untold number of , 
Jordanian doctors who , 
specialise in treads ; 
neurosis. Which bring* j 
me to the third pad « . 
the reason why l i 
the need to slop tin* i 
article, which is really , 
that things may have 
gone somewhat beyond 
the realm of 
humourous. 

So I conclude withj 
second reference to 

Hitchhiker's Guide l° 
the Galaxy, the message 
that dolphins gw* ® i 
humans just before m™ 
departure; Good bye- 
and thanks for all u* 
fish. 
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AFTER THE recent tourist massacre at 
Luxor, the Western press blamed the 
usual suspects. “Islamic madness," Paris 
Match called the killings, without putting 
inverted commas around the word “Islam- 
ic,” while going on to describe the mur- 
derers as “Allah’s lunatics.” Not long ago, 
it was Time magazine whose cover"story 
on the New York bombings was headlined 
“Islamic terror" — as if one of the 
world’s great religions specifically sanc- 
tioned attacks on the World Trade Centre. 

When a Jewish settler — an officer in 
the Israeli array reserve called Baruch 
Goldstein — burst into a Hebron mosque 
in 1994 and massacred 29 Muslims there 
were no headlines about “Jewish mad- 
ness.” Goldstein, presented by his friends 
as a homely Jewish doctor who had 
become enraged by Arab “terror,” was 
referred to as “deranged” and a “fanatic.” 
At no point was his religion connected to 
his act. Similarly the Christian Falangists 
who slaughtered up to 2,000 Palestinian 
civilians — most of them Muslims — in 
the Sabra and Shatila camps in Beirut in 
J982. This particular bloodbath was nor 
called "Christian madness,” nor were its 
perpetrators described as “Christ’s 
lunatics” — even though many had pic- 
tures of the Virgin Mary taped to their 
gun-butts. No, the 1982 massacre was 
portrayed as Arabs killing Arabs, or — in 
the infamous words of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Menachim Begin, whose Israeli sol- 
diers had surrounded the camps and were 
watching the killings — “goyim killing 
goyim.” 

There's a double standard at work here, 
of course. But also a desire to avoid con- 
fronting a very frightening phenomenon, 
one that we desperately hope — and, if 
we have faith in any god. pray — is not 
true: That the bloodshed visited upon the 
innocent in the Middle East may not be 
the result of religion used as a cynical 
tool for a political aim, but may spring 
instead from the religion itself. What we 
do not want to think about in the region 
— what we cannot accept — is that the 
three great eastern religions of Islam, 
Christianity and Judaism may themselves 
bear some responsibility for the atrocities 
committed in their name. 

It is an odd and disturbing fact that 
adherents of these faiths often seem more 
liberal the further they are from their 
holiest cities of Jerusalem and Mecca. 
The English vicar, the liberal rabbi in 
London, the Muslim sheikh in Birming- 
ham are folk we enjoy meeting. But the 
moment we encounter the Christian right- 
wing pilgrims to Jerusalem, the Jewish 
supporters of Eretz Israel in the West 
Bank, or the Saudi religious police in 
Mecca with their absolute belief in Islam- 
ic sharia law (obligingly passed on to 
their chums in the Taliban in 
Afghanistan), the less attractive these 
religions become. 

I noticed this in Beirut back in 1990 
when Lebanon’s Christian rebel general 
Michel Aoun had launched a hopeless 
“war of liberation” against the Syrians. 
The Pope began praying for the Maronite 
Catholics or Lebanon and Cardinal John 
O’Connor of New York arrived to offer 
his condolences to the Maronites — but 
not to the Muslim families who had suf- 
fered under Aoun's shellfire. Aoun — 
now exiled in Paris — was a messianic 
figure who banned opposition newspapers 
from his area of Beirut and ordered the 
midnight arrest of army officers; but 
around the doors of his bunker above 
Beirut there fluttered many a cape of Vat- 
ican purple. 

Of course, every religion has its real 
eccentrics. One of my favourites is Father 
Neil Horan of London, a priest who regu- 
larly writes to me to explain why his 
reading of the Bible has convinced him 
that a nuclear world war will start over 
the possession of Jerusalem — a "war of 
Armageddon, the war to end all wars” — 
during which Jesus will return to earth 
and become chief of staff of the Israeli 
army. After this, according to a map Mr. 
Horan has sent me, Israel will occupy the 
entire Gulf (including Saudi Arabia), the 
Egyptian Sinai, half of Iraq, three quar- 
ters of Syria and all of Lebanon. 

Mr. Horan states that the Jews’ claim to 
Jerusalem is the only valid one and that 
traditional Muslim beliefs about the Bible 
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View of the Dome of the Rock, sacred to Muslims, and (in foreground) the Western Wall, a holy Jewish site (photo by Mariam Shahin) 


are "false and malicious.” These ram- 
blings may be harmless enough: less so. 
however, when the Jews’ right to all of 
Jerusalem is supported by tens of thou- 
sands of armed settlers living illegally on 
occupied Arab land and by members of 
the Israeli cabinet. And the American 
Christian right — both feared and 
respected by U.S. presidential candidates 

— took a full-page advertisement in the 
New York Times last spring to urge Chris- 
tian support for Israel’s claim to all of 
Jerusalem, even though such a demand 
struck a dagger at the heart of the so- 
called "peace process.” 

Prominent among the names on that 
advertisement was Pat Robertson, the 
U.S. evangelist whose friends used to 
give financial support to a Christian fun- 
damentalist radio station in southern 
Lebanon which not only proselytised 
hopelessly among Shiite Muslims, but 
carried regular threats againsr the local 
Muslim villages of Lebanon. 

He certainly has opposite numbers in 
the Muslim faith. For years, the Saudis 
would pour money into fundamentalist 
Islamic movements across the Arab 
World. The Saudis gave money to rhe 
Islamic Salvation Front in Algeria (before 
it was banned in 1992J. to the Arabs who 
fought in Afghanistan — some of whom 
now constitute the core of “Islamist” vio- 
lence against the north African regimes 

— and to the totalitarian, sexist and bru- 
tal Taliban. 

It remains the case chat few Islamic 
scholars have tried — or dared — to con- 
demn the most barbarous acts supposedly 
carried out in Islam’s name. The number 
of Muslim preachers who have passed 
sentence against the butchers of Algeria’s 
villages is pitifully few. The Sheikh of A1 


Azhar. the ancient Islamic university in 
Cairo, reproached the Luxor killers of the 
Gama’a Islamiyah (Islamic Group) last 
week. But he was almost alone in doing 
so. When last March, another Egyptian 
Muslim extremist group — "Jihad Move- 
ment — Vanguards of Conquesr” — 
called for a holy war. following the 
slaughter of Israeli schoolgirls by a Jor- 
danian soldier, their appeal was couched 
in the most frightful and racist terms. 
“The only path to regain (Muslims) rights 
(in Jeruslaem).” it said, “is the path of 
sacrifice — the path taken by the Jordan- 
ian soldier who emptied his machine gun 
into the breasts of the grandchildren of 
monkeys and pigs.” Not a single Muslim 
prelate commented on this vile statement. 

Yet it is not much different to the words 
of a pamphlet delivered to the door of a 
Muslim reader of The Independent who 
— quite correctly — handed it at once to 
the police. It was sent in the name of 
Kahane Chai (Kahane Lives), named after 
Meir Kahane. the fanatically racist Amer- 
ican rabbi with an arrest record for con- 
spiring to manufacture explosives, who 
was murdered by an Arab in New York in 
1990. The pamphlet promised an Israel 
that would stretch “from the borders of 
Russia to the River Nile” and warned the 
Muslim recipient that if he and his family 
and other Muslims resisted Israel and 
refused to make peace on Israel's terms, 
they would be treated like the victims of 
the massacre at Cana — when more than 
a hundred Muslim refugees were slaugh- 
tered by Israeli army artillery frre in a 
U.N. camp in southern Lebanon last year. 
“Muslims, your lives are (to) ours like the 
sheep to the butcher.” it said. 

One of Meir Kahane's most ferocious 
supporters was Baruch Goldstein — or 


"Dr," Baruch Goldstein as 1 was told to 
call him by a pro-Israeli Independent 
reader who insisted he could never be 
defined as a “terrorist" — who killed the 
29 Palestinian worshippers in the Hebron 
mosque. The tomb of this mass-murderer 
is now a shrine in the nearest Jewish set- 
tlement to Hebron, a place of pilgrimage 
for thousands of right-wing Israeli Jews. 

The climate still exists." of course. In 
Washington. Muslim murderers remain 
"terrorists”: Jewish and Christian murder- 
ers of the Middle East are not “terrorists.” 
One of the bravest men to raise these dou- 
ble standards is Dr. Israel Shahak. author 
and retired professor of organic chemistry 
at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, 
whose examination of Jewish religious 
fundamentalism is invaluable. In his new 
book Jewish History, Jewish Religion, he 
concludes that “there can no longer be 
any doubt that the most horrifying acts of 
oppression in the West Bank are motivat- 
ed by Jewish religious fanaticism” He 
quotes from an official exhortation to 
religious Jewish soldiers about Gentiles, 
published by the Israeli army's Central 
Region Command in which the chief 
chaplain writes: "When our forces come 
across civilians during a war or in hot 
pursuit or a raid, so long as there is no 
certainly that those civilians are inca- 
pable of harming our forces, then accord- 
ing to the Halakhah (the legal system of 
classical Judaism) they may and even 
should be killed... In no circumstances 
should an Arab be trusted, even if he 
makes an impression of being civilised... 
In war. when our forces storm the enemy, 
they are allowed and even enjoined by the 
Halakhah to kill even good civilians, that 
is. civilians who are ostensibly good.” 

This disgusting advice may not. of 


course, be heeded. Nor may the frightful 
appeals of Algerian “Islamist” groups. We 
can comfort ourselves by concluding that 
every religion has its extremists, that fun- 
damentalism is an aberration rather than 
the logical result of any Iiteralist reading 
of rhe"Middle East's holy books. Is there 
a problem because there is no New Testa- 
menr for two of these religions — no 
message of “turning rhe orher cheek”? Or 
because there was no renaissance in the 
Middle East? It would be pleasant to draw 
some coherent explanation. 

Alas, I fear there may not be one. Reli- 
gion is about ultimate truth and faith. And 
Those who believe in such total truths — f 
to the extinction of other, invalid “truths” 
— live near their holy cities. Fundamen- 
talists. after all. help rule Saudi Arabia. 
Iran. Afghanistan Sudan and — given the 
make-up of Benyamin Netanyahu's cabi- 
net — Israel as well. The Egyptian gov- 
ernment has coopted fundamentalist 
preachers. The Christian fundamentalist 
right in Americans exerts its baleful 
influence over the Middle East. And when 
an Arab scholar last year asked the Pope 
to apologise for the Crusades — the 
greatest act of ethnic cleansing and bar- 
barism in the Middle East in a thousand 
years — he received only silence by way 
of reply. 

Are extremists — the killers and the 
racists or the eccentrics — mere defects 
in the world of religion? Or are they an 
inevitable part of it" in the Middle East? 

I fear the latter. Perhaps it is time we 
recognised this poison for what it is. 
For there is nothing so hard as the rock of 
belief. And nothing so potentially cruel. 


The Independent 




Captive condors to be released 


By Oscar Laski 

Age nee France Press e 

BUENOS AIRES — Five condor chicks 
bom and raised in captivity will be 
released into the Andes next week and 
tracked by satellite in a programme 
designed to study their living habits. Scien- 
tists behind the unique programme hope 
that the chicks — who will be released 
with tiny transminers attached to their 
wings — will be adopted by wild condors. 

Condors live throughout the Andes, but 
are in danger of extinction in most of South 
America. Scientists hope to use the infor- 
mation they gather to re-introduce the birds 
in countries such as Venezuela. Ecuador 
and Colombia where they are virtually 
extinct Fully grown, condors have a wing- 
spread of about three metres, making them 
the world’s largest flying birds. Condor 
chicks cannot usually fly until they are a 
year old. 

The condor chicks will be set free on 


Thursday near the resort town of B ar- 
il oche. 1,600 kilometres southwest of 
Buenos Aires. The birds were raised in 
captivity at the Buenos Aires Zoo, then 
taken to the town of Valle Encantado, 60 
kilometers outside of Bariloche and held in 
special cages away from humans. Once 
released^ the birds will be allowed to fend 
for themselves but will not be forced to, 
said project director Luis Jacome of the 
Bucdos Aires Zoo. 

“As time goes by the chicks will gain self- 
confidence ” Jacome told DYN news ser- 
vice, “but they will continue depending on 
us for another year, so we will continue to 
take food to them.” Scientists are trying to 
prove theories that condors can fly up to 
200 kilometers a day searching for food, 
and that they can fly from east to west 
across the Andes mountains. But another 
project member, Lorenzo Sympson, said 
that science was not the only goal, adding 
that setting the condor chicks free will be 
“personally a very emotional moment.” 
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Jordan to launch long-term 
development plan by mid ’98 


Donors commit $750m 
aid for Palestine 


I 


horoscope 


By Ghalia AJuJ 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan will by 
mid 199S launch a long- 
term economic and social 
development plan seen as 
an extension of previous 
social and economic 
schemes, officials said 
Tuesday. 

“The strategy will also 
address Jordan's efforts to 
move towards economic 
liberalisation and globalisa- 
tion under a partnership 
agreement signed with the 
European Union last 
month." said Yusuf Mansur, 
director of the technical 
department at the Ministry 
of Planning. 

The deal envisages creat- 
ing a free trade area by the 
year 2010 — a major chal- 
lenge for the country’s 
infant industries that have 
long relied on protectionist 
policies. 

Jordan has also opened 
talks with the Geneva- 
based World Trade Organi- 
sation (WTO) and hopes to 
join the group later next 
year. 

The 199S-2002 plan, as 
part of a series of socio- 
economic development 
schemes launched after the 
1967 Arnb-Jsraeli War. will 
also tackle Arab and 
regional cooperation, as 


well as stability and sus- 
tainability of Jordan’s eco- 
nomic environment 

It will focus on boosting 
the role of the private sec- 
tor. vital for globalisation 
efforts, and on setting a 
framework for a public sec- 
tor regulatory role. 

Jordan last year intro- 
duced a new package of 
legislation aimed at jump- 
starting the economy and 
encouraging more direct 
foreign investments into the 
Kingdom, especially in 
industries and the Amman 
bourse. 

Earlier this year, the gov- 
ernment also introduced 
ambitious amendments to 
the investment law allow- 
ing a 100 per cent foreign 
equity ownership in six key 
sectors — a move opposed 
by the opposition who fear 
foreign domination over 
Jordan's strategic services 
and industries. 

The five-year plan 
includes chapters on macro 
economic policies in a 
country moving towards 
privatisation and economic 
liberalisation. 

It also has details for a 
multi -million-dollar Social 
Productivity Programme 
(SPP) that aims at easing 
the impact of economic 
reforms on Jordan’s poor 
and unemployed. 


The government has put 
poverty at 30 per cent of the 
population and unemploy- 
ment at 15 per cent But 
independent estimates have 
put the jobless rate at 
between 22 and 27 per cent 
in a country inhabited by 
4.5 million people. 

The development plan. 
Dr. Mansur explained, will 
detail investment policies in 
suitable investment sectors 
and a possible private sec- 
tor role in these areas. 

“It will serve as a refer- 
ence for foreign investors to 
obtain information on Jor- 
dan's economic progress 
and future objectives," Dr. 
Mansur said. 

“It will document Jor- 
dan’s economic progress, it 
will provide information on 
the level of competitiveness 
and will benefit investors 
when they read about Jor- 
dan." he said. 

Jordan's economy has 
dramatically improved 
from the doldrums caused 
by an economic crisis in 
1988-89 that prompted 
Amman to launch reforms 
agreed with the 
International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. 

Officials said the econo- 
my was expected to grow 
by 5.7 per cent this year, 
almost the same as 1 996. 


PARIS (R) — Donor 
countries committed 
almost S750 million in 
aid for the Palestinian 
territories of West Bank 
and Gaza next year and 
promised to support 
development in them 
beyond 199S. the World 
Bank has said. 

They called on Israel to 
help improve the territo- 
ries' economic situation 
by ensuring the free 
movement of people and 
goods and guaranteeing 
free access to Jordan and 
Egypt and the opening of 
Gaza’s sea and airports. 

The World Bank said 
the commitments for 
1998 would translate 
into between $500 mil- 
lion and $600 million in 
actual disbursements. 
The bank said donors 
also committed a further 
$150 million in guaran- 
tees for private invest- 
ment. 

Most of the money 
committed will go to 
helping The Palestinian 
National Authority 
(PNA) implement a 
three-year economic 
programme stoning in 
Januaiy 1998. Palestin- 
ian Minister of Planning 
and International Devel- 
opment Nabil Sha'ath 
told a news conference. 


Israel gears up to begin natural gas imports 


TEL AVTV (R) — No one yet 
knows where the gas is going 
to come from, but Israel is 
moving ahead with plans to 
authorise a private sector 
company to develop a S200 
million domestic transmis- 
sion network. 

The plan, which envisages 
the first natural gas arriving in 
Israel in the year 2001. aims 
to wean the Jewish state off its 
exclusive reliance on heavy 
oil and coal for electric power. 

Dan Vardi. a consultant to 
the government advising on 
the natural gas project, esti- 
mates that natural gas should 
account for 20 per cent of 
Israel s energy needs by the 
year 2015. 

“Within 25 years we believe 
demand will reach 12.2 bil- 
lion cubic metres," Mr. Vardi 
has said. 

Israel's national infrastruc- 
ture ministry foresees a net- 
work capable of carrying two 
billion cubic metres of natural 
gas a year at the outset. 

It will run from three points 
on the country’s Mediter- 
ranean coast, where the gas is 
to be delivered to the three 
principal oil-fired power sta- 
tions operated by state-owned 
Israel Electric Corp (IEC). 


From there the transmission 
network will run to various 
sites around the country to 
supply smaller power sta- 
tions, heavy industrial plants 
and big commercial users, 
because it involves complicat- 
ed right-of-way negotiations, 
Mr. Vardi says the network 
will take two to three years to 
complete. 

Earlier this month, the 
infrastructure ministry pub- 
lished an invitation to pre- 
qualify for the tender. Appli- 
cants were to have until Feb- 
26. I99S, to apply. 

The timetable may be 
delayed after a decision last 
week to transfer authority to 
government-owned Cross 
Israel Highway Ltd. whose 
main task is to develop 
Israel's first tollroad. The nat- 
ural gas project management 
unit, which was handling the 
tender, has been disbanded. 

IEC will be the main con- 
sumer of the gas, taking as 
much as 80 per cent of the ini- 
tial supply. “The idea is that 
IEC will have two types of 
power stations — 50 per cent 
gas and 50 per cent coal- 
fired," Mr. Vardi said. 

IEC is also conducting talks 
together with the government 


with potential suppliers, but 
they are fraught with political 
difficulties and have gone 
slowly. 

The government reached a 
preliminary accord with Qatar 
to import liquefied natural gas 
(LNG) but it never led to a 
final deal. Talks with Egypt- 
ian producers have waxed and 
waned because Cairo has con- 
ditioned a deal on progress in 
Middle East peace. Israel has 
weighed importing gas from 
Russia via Turkey but Israeli 
objects to Moscow's selling 
arms to Iran. 

Authority to conduct the 
negotiations was reported to 
have been given to IEC to dis- 
tance the talks from politics, 
but IEC spokesman David 
Golan denied that was a fac- 
tor. stressing that talks were 
being undertaken by a joint 
govemment-IEC team. 

“Negotiations are now 
under way, but they are at a 
preliminary stage, with Rus- 
sia, Norway and Egypt — 
maybe Qatar," Mr. Golan 
said. The talks have been lim- 
ited to general subjects, he 
said, saying he would not 
speculate when they would 
move to whaL he called the 
“commercial” stage. 


“We have to know by the 
end of 1998 whether we will 
have the gas or not. By then 
we need to know the real 
potential if and when they can 
supply the gas to Israel." he 
said. 

Without an ensured supply 
of gas Israel will have to build 
another coal-fired station to 
meet its growing energy 
needs. Israel will need the 
new plant by the year 2005 
and it takes about seven years 
to develop one. 

Mr. Golan said IEC’s chief 
considerations in choosing a 
supplier were price and abili- 
ty to begin delivery in time. 

Those factors should favour 
importing the oil from nearby 
Egypt Egyptian gas could be 
transponed by underseas 
pipeline rather than as LNG 
carried by ship, which is more 
expensive, 

“Economically. Egypt and 
Israel gain the most (from a 
deal ).” Mr. Vardi said. “If it 
doesn't materialise, the other 
deals are more complicated 
and geographically distant.. 
but Israel is committed to 
increasing its power produc- 
tion. if not by gas then by 
another source." 


About half of it will 
help pay for construction 
of roads, irrigation sys- 
tems, garbage disposal 
plants and other infra- 
structure projects. The 
rest will go to health 
education and support 
for the private sector, 
particularly agriculture 
and tourism, he said. 

"Our hopes were ful- 
filled," said an’ obviously 
pleased Sha’ath. “The 
donor community stood 
by us. it stayed with us. 
accepted our three-year 
national plan and 
endorsed it fully, and 
promised that they will 
stay with us beyond the 
five years that will end 
in October 199S.” 

The West Bank and 
Gaza economy has suf- 
fered recently due to 
repeated border closures 
imposed by the Israeli 
government in the wake 
of guerrilla attacks by 
Palestinian radicals. 
Sha’ath said the direct 
cost of the closures over 
the last four years 
totalled about $2.5 bil- 
lion to $3 billion. 

The World Bank said 
the Israeli delegation 
promised to do what it 
could to help the Pales- 
tinian economy. 

"Donors welcomed the 
statement by the Israeli 
delegation at the meeting 
that committed Israel to 
support the Palestinian 
development process, 
including new efforts to 
facilitate uniterrupted 
access of Palestinian 
workers to the Israeli 
labour market,” the bank 
said in a statement. 

The Israelis also said 
they would try to pro- 
mote "unimpeded move- 
ment of goods and 
labour to and from des- 
ignated industrial estates 
in the West Bank and 
Gaza,” the statement 
said. 

. The money committed 
on Dec. 15 is part of an 
initial $3.8 billion five- 
year programme of aid 
pledged in 1993 by the 
international community 


in support of the Pale.- 
tinian territories at the 
start of the peace process 
launched by the signing 
of the Oslo accords, the 
World Bank said. 

In the language or 
international aid. com- 
mitments carry a legal 
obligation to send the 
money, whereas a pledge 
is a political promise 
that may or may not be 
fulfilled. Disbursed 

money is actually in the 
hands of governments 
and agencies implement- 
ing projects. 

Including Monday's 
funds, donors have com- 
mitted about $3.8 billion 
and disbursed about $1.8 
billion since the initial 
pledge. 

Dr. Sha'ath said the 
United States committed 
about $85 million. Japan 
$60-$70 million, Ger- 
many $65 million, the 
European Union $60 
million, the Netherlands 
$50 million and Norway 
$42 million among many 
others. 

“It all adds up to real 
support for the Palestin- 
ian people in the coming 
years,” Dr. Sha'ath said. 

While admitting that 
economic progress in the 
territories has fa.llen far 
short of what was hoped 
when the Oslo accords 
were signed, the World 
Bank said progress had 
been made in some areas 
including development 
of a more credible set of 
Palestinian institutions. 

The bank has said that 
until the PNA has con- 
trol of its borders, access 
to national resources and 
can independently man- 
age its land, it will be 
very hard for the econo- 
my to produce durable 
economic growth. 

But in the short-term, 
freeing access to exter- 
nal markets, opening 
new trade channels and 
diversifying- the econo- 
my away from its dispro- 
portionate reliance on 
Israel were essential, the 
bank said. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER lTjg 


Bx Linda C Black. Tribune Media ServicesJ^ ^ 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If you have any new 
projects you want to start, don’t wait any longer. This 
is the best day you’ve had in quiet a wlule for innova, 
tions and creativity. Do your research and develop, 
ment, then launch. You won’t get better conditio™ 


conditions 


NATURAL 

SOLUTION 

C " is Your 7 natural birthstone. " 
v available in 18 k. gold at: — ' 

Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
Amman. 


DA JAM 

Jewellers 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May -0) There’s still more 
money to go out. and that s a concern. Be careful you 
don't duplicate your efforts. Better have a meeting 
evening to make sure each of you knows what the 
other is doing- One thing you absolutely can't afford 
to do this time of year is to waste money. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You’re strong, coofi. 
dent, powerful and good looking. You’ll do well in 
groups and also with a partner. You won’t do so well 
by yourself, but then again, you never do. It stimulates 
your imagination to have somebody to argue with. 
That will be true again today. 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) There s more valu- 
able learning experience to be had, so watch out 
Technical matters need your attention, too. That is 
causing a problem, since it distracts from something 
you’d rather be doing. Ir could be costing you money, 
too. Don't complain. That’ll turn ouuo be time we]] 

spent. . 

LEO: (July 22 to August 20 This is another very 
good day for you, and the last for a while. If you warn 
to start a new adventure, do it now. Your life’s going to 
get much more complicated very soon. There’s m 
point in procrastinating- It’s now or never. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You need to 
follow through with a communication you promised. 
It could be nothing more than answering phone mes- 
sages. If you’re dealing with a big company, think 
hard. Is there someone you promised to call back by 
now? If so, better do it. You will be able to get the 
favour you want by remembering this one little detail. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) This is an 
absolutely marvellous day for you. Get together with 
friends around lunch time and again at dinner. Yob 
have lots of reasons to celebrate. Besides, you’re the 
life of the party. Without you. the others hardly hare 
any fun at all. Do your best to entertain them. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Your boss 
or teacher will come up with great ideas today. Some 
will be lucrative, others ridiculbus. Meanwhile, some- 
one at work could help you achieve a dream — some- 
thing you've been wanting to do for others. You don't 
have the skills to do it by yourself. Get more people 
involved. One of them has the answer. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
Don’t be outrageous first thing this morning: it won’t 
turn out the way you expect. Your chances for success 
are better later in the day. A project you take on this 
afternoon could be even more successful than you 
dreamed. Its impact will be huge; it could make you 
rich and famous. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You 
notice all sorts of clues that indicate there's something 
going on at home, involving secrets and money being 
spent. Don’t be alarmed about it, however. This 
always goes on around this time of year. In fact, you 
might be participating in the game yourself. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You don’i 
want a change in plans right now. You especially don’t 
want to give up your authority. You’re a lot more pow- 
erful than you realise, and you're certainly more pow- 
erful than the other person realises. Don’t be bullied 
into doing something you don't want to do. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) The workload is 
intense again, but the remuneration is bountiful 
There's stress where money is concerned, however. 
Are you still paying off last year’s bills? Or are yon 
racking up bills you'll be paying off all next year? 
Don’t overspend just because your income went up. 

Birthstone of December: l\irquoise — Zircon 



27 Hootang with a 
horn 

29 Islhay 
anguagelay 

34 Employment 

35 Grave robber 

36 Furiousness 

37 Pound to a putp 

38 Pickling agent 

39 'A Death in the 
Family" dramatist 

40 Inarticulate 
comment 

41 Deceives 

42 Prevailing tide 

43 Apple skins 

45 Ait schools 

46 Past prime 

47 Leftover cards in 
pinochle 

46 Ring swinger 

53 MB. training 
course 

56 Holy smoke! 

57 Pub preferences 

58 WWH vessel 

60 Model 
MacPherson 

61 Infamous tsar 

62 Racer's reward 

63 All even 

64 Silly 

66 Frank of CNN 
DOWN 

1 Jubilant gaiety 

2 Stopover 

3 Court swinger 

4 Leader of the 
Three Stooges 

5 Make Rats 
sharps 

6 Tflufe" star 

7 Swear 


By Diane G. Baldwin 

Columbia, MD 

8 Jacob's third son 

9 Similar thing 

10 New York city 

11 Weighty 
instrument 

12 Composer 
Khachaturian 

13 Fewer 

22 Work unit 

23 Break In the 
action 

25 Lofty 

27 Put out of 
working order 

28 Missouri trtiuiary 

29 Collins and 
Hartman 

30 Charged 
particles 

31 Fairway swinger 

32 Goddess of 
peace 

33 Requirements 

35 Sailors’ liquor 

38 Female slave 

39 River through 
Florence 

41 Thin covering , 
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□□□ □□□□□□□ QQQI 

□DO □00QQ E2Q0D 
oed H0mn eie® ■ 
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□DOS □□□HQ 00013 
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(QiH7 Tien MUM Samoa 
Miyonant 

42 Tiresome times 

44 Fu»y «Mpp«J 

45 Golfer Morgan 

47 Never existed 

48 Encounter 

49 Jamaican citrus 
fruit 

50 Healthy 


5 1 ^Thomas Edison's 
middle name 

52 Unbearing 

54 The Godfather' 
star 

55 Town near 
Caen 

59 Ochs's aunt 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Drugstores warn Jordan University 
Hospital over large unpaid dues 


** THE DIRECTOR of the Jordan Universi- 
ty Hospital has warned of deteriorating con- 
ditions as the government has not paid JD8.5 
million it owes to the hospital. As such, he 
said, the hospital has not been able to settle 
its dues to drug stores. According to hospital 
director Mahmoud Abu Khalaf, bills of 
patients transferred by the Ministry of Health, 
the Royal Court and the Prime Ministry will 
be settled by the General Expenditure 
Department at the Ministry of Finance, but 
the department has paid only JD1 million and 
JD4.5 million remain to be sealed. 

By adding another JD4 million of accumu- 
lated “health insurance" obligations, the total 
debt becomes JDS 5 million which represents 
the whole amount that the hospital owes to 
the drugstores. Dr. Abu Khalaf explained. 


“The hospital has received warnings from 
drug stores that they will stop dealing with 
it," the director said noting that the hospital 
has run our of some medicines since Septem- 
ber. 

Asked when was the last time he contacted 
the government. Dr. Abu Khalaf said: “We 
call the concerned parties once a week on the 
average and the government has been giving 
us promises to settle its financial dues for the 
past six months." He indicated that there is a 
deficit in the “health insurance budget” and in 
the allocations at tbe Ministry of Finance. 
The allocations do not exceed JD2 million 
whereas the cost of treatment for those trans- 
ferred from the government is around JD11 
million ( Al Ra’i). 


Jordan Valley Authority opens opportunity 
for industrial and commercial investment 

** THE JORDAN Valley Authority is in the process of setting up free industrial and commercial 
areas in the Jordan Rift Valley in order to activate trade between Jordan, Israel and' the Palestin- 
ian territories. According to Dureid Mahasneh. the secretary general of the Jordan Valley Author- 
ity, the aim is to attract Jordanian, Arab and international investments to three areas: Sheikh Hus- 
sein crossing in the north, another areas in the centre and a third one in the south, north of the 
Aqaba airport. 

Dr. Mahasneh indicated that once the investments are established that means providing the var- 
ious infrastructure of energy, water services, communication facilities and transport as well as 
other needs. He said that work at the free zones will start "upon receiving the applications, sort- 
ing them out and approving them on condition that the industries are environmentally suitable 
for the region.” 

The secretary general said tbe authority "will provide the lands to interested investors based on 
a lease for 30 years that can be renewed for a similar period," (AJ Ra'il. 
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The Business of information 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as at 16/12/9719:02 
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Higher medicine prices will hurt consumers — JCPS 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment decision to raise med- 
icine prices has drawn a 
wide range of criticism 
from the Jordan Consumer 
Protection Society (JCPS) 
and members of the Lower 
House of Parliament but the 
Jordan Pharmaceutical 
Association (JPA) said the 
decision was necessary to 
safeguard the medicine 
industry in Jordan. 

The Ministry of Health 
decision to hike the prices 
of medicine authorised an 
increase ranging from five 
per cent to 50 per cent. The 
decision only covered med- 
icines registered in the 
Kingdom before 1989. 

According to the deci- 
sion, medicines worth less 
than JDI were hiked by 50 
per cent whereas those 
which cost between JDI 
and JD2 were raised by 20 


to 30 per cenL Prices of 
medicine above JD3 were 
increased by five per cent. 

"The JCPS was shocked 
by the ministry’s decision," 
said Mohammad Obeidat. 
chairman of the society. 

“Who says that the 
demands of pharmaceutical 
firms should be answered 
so fast." Dr. Obeidat told 
the Jordan Times. 

' “What is happening in 
Jordan is only for the sake 
of a handful of traders who 
monopolise these necessary 
items... We call upon the 
ministry to review its deci- 
sion." Dr. Obeidat said. 

Abdul Raheem Issa, head 
of the pharmacists’ associa- 
tion, said the increase was 
necessary to safeguard the 
pharmaceutical industry in 
Jordan. 

Mr. Abdul Raheem said 
that following the devalua- 
tion of national currency in 
I9S9, no change was 
recorded in the prices of 


medicine. 

"Though the prices of raw 
materials needed for this 
industry had increased 
worldwide, no change was 
registered in the medicine 
prices in the Kingdom.” he 
explained. 

He emphasised that 
neighbouring countries 
were importing large quan- 
tities of Jordan-made medi- 
cines without questioning 
prices. 

"But recently, those coun- 
tries started to insist that the 
prices given to them be 
close to the same prices in 
Jordan” he said. 

‘This means selling our 
medicines in Saudi Arabia 
with, by and large, the same 
prices that exist in the 
Kingdom. This is not possi- 
ble," Mr. Abdul Raheem 
told the Jordan Times. 

He said that the price 
increase will not affect the 
medicines in high demand, 
such as medicines used for 


blood pressure, diabetes, 
heart diseases and antibi- 
otics. 

The head of JPA said that 
imported medicines sold in 
the Kingdom at high prices 
made it impossible to con- 
tinue in manufacturing sim- 
ilar items in Jordan at lower 
prices. 

“I do agree that the people 
have the right to feel angry, 
but we are not the party to 
be blamed. The government 
is responsible for this 
mess ” he said. 

"The salaries of Jordani- 
ans should be hiked as a 
result of the devaluation of 
the dinar. It is a must. It is 
unwise to keep the same 
.range of salaries while 
everything is increasing," 
he claimed. 

Adnan Abbas, secretary 
general of the health min- 
istry. defended the decision 
and said that low-income 
groups will not be affected 
by the decision. 


“The decision was impor- 
tant for the locally-pro- 
duced medicines which 
were affected by the deval- 
uation of the dinar. This 
will reflect positively on the 
Kingdom’s foreign curren- 
cy reserves,” Dr. Abbas 
added. 

Meanwhile, several 
Lower House members crit- 
icised the ministry’s deci- 
sion and urged in their 
speeches on Sunday and 
Monday to take into consid- 
eration the needs and 
(financial) capabilities of 
the Jordanian people “who 
are overburdened by many 
hikes in prices in the past 
few months." 

The deputies were refer- 
ring to the increase of sev- 
eral necessary items such as 
water, bread and other 
items as a result of the eco- 
nomic restructuring pro- 
gramme agreed with 
international financial insti- 
tutions. 


Japan lends $16m to Jordan’s energy sector Arab Bank 


AMMAN (J.T.) — 

Japan has agreed to 
provide a $16 million 
loan to Jordan to help 
improve the efficiency 
of the Kingdom's ener- 
gy sector, according to 
a Japanese embassy 
press release Tuesday. 

The fund, which was 
extended Tuesday, is 
the third instalment of 


the Energy Sector 
Adjustment Pro- 
gramme (ESAP) loan. 

~ Japan agreed to the 
transfer after it certi- 
fied that Jordan ful- 
filled all the conditions 
of the ESAP loan 
agreed between the two 
countries, the state- 
ment said. 

Japan provided the 


ESAP loan in parallel 
with the World Bank's 
ESAP loan. The terms 
of the Japanese loan 
are concessional, car- 
rying the annual inter- 
est rare of three per 
cent, with a repayment 
period of 30 years, 
including a 10-year 
grace period, the 
announcement read. 


From 1991 to 1995, 
Japan provided $893.5 
million in official 
development assistance 
to Jordan on a net dis- 
bursement basis . and 
continues to be the 
largest donor among 
bilateral and multilat- 
eral donors to the 
Kingdom, the state- 
ment concluded. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 


MONTHS COMPANY 1 S NAME 
LOW 


VALUE OPEN 
TRADED PRICE 
JD 


346.000 249.000 
2.340 1.680 


ARAB BANK 
JOR. NATIONAL BK. 
BANK OP JORDAN 
MID. EAST INV.BK. 
INDUSTRIAL DEV. BK. 
THE HOUSING BK. 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 
JOR. GULP BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
UNION BK.SAV.XNV. 
8EIT.AL-MAL (BEITNA) 


CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


331.00 1. 00- 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 235.92 


‘ 1.95 .01* 

1.06 .01+ 
.90 .02+ 

' .54 .03+ 

.95 .05+ 

.96 .01+ 

1.68 . 01 + 



INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 114.77 *CHGi -0.06 


GRAND TOTAL INDEX: 169.59 *CHG-. -0.1B 


146 712217 


252 854349 
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.570 

.300 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

2 

10500 

3465 

.34 

.33 

.01- 


.610 

.340 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

9.6 

0.00 

24 

26600 

9405 

.35 

.36 

.01+ 


.800 

.660 

UNION INV. 50* 

9 

0.00 

18 

176416 

35967 

.71 

.71 



.570 

.360 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

61 

203870 

90126 

.43 

.45 

.02+ 

N 

1.000 

.720 

AL-SHARQ INV. CO. 

P 

0. 00 

1 

5000 

4700 

.94 

.94 


Tn 

2.050 

3.050 

CENTURY INV. GROUP 

E 

0.00 

3 

4000 

7900 

2.00 

2.10 

. io+ 


. 3BO 

.140 

JOR . IJTOS . HATCH— JEHCD 

9 

□ . 00 

9 

9650 

1581 

.16 

.17 

.01+ 


.670 

.440 

ARAB FOOD fi MED. 

9 

0.00 

4 

1500 

735 

.50 

.49 

.01- 


.530 

.280 

ARAB INTL.IHV.TRD- 

34.6 

0.00 

1 

2SO 

75 

.29 

.30 

.01+ 


.750 

.380 

NATL . MULT . ENG . NAMICO 

9 

0.00 

64 

213600 

98923 

.45 

-47 

.02+ 

N 

1.200 

.890 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

12.1 

0.00 

3 

2250 

2250 

1.00 

1.00 



1.400 

.860 

UNION TOBACCO 75* 

9 

0.00 

a 

3183 

3619 

1.37 

1.40 

.03+ 


.730 

.550 

RAZI PHARM. 

E 

0.00 

5 

7325 

4849 

.66 

.67 

.01+ 


.470 

.280 

liras. ENG. 

9 

0.00 

1 

500 

145 

.29 

.29 


* 

.830 

.600 

liras. CERAMIC 

14.9 

0.00 

6 

4800 

2746 

.60 

.57 

.03- 


.820 

.490 

NATL. POULTRY 

E 

0.00 

20 

39600 

21384 

.54 

.54 


N 

1.000 

.660 

HAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

93.2 

0.00 

4 

1050 

441 

.67 

.67 

- 

GRAND TOTAL 





235 

710120 

288323 





I : Nov 12 nonttio high 

4 : Now 12 month* low 

5 : Stock dividend during the past 12 months 
N : Listed during the past 12 months 

P : P/E ratio ia 100 or mors 
g : Negative P/E 

E : Earning ia zero or N/A for the most recent year 



reports 

strong 

demand 

for Capital 

Guaranteed 

Fund 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Arab 
Bank has announced that its 
Capital Guaranteed Fund has 
generated strong demand 
amongst investors seeking 
security and high return 
potential for their capital. 
Launched in two tranches 
across the Middle East, the 
first available from Sept. 13 
until Ocl 13 and the second 
from SepL 27 until Oct. 27, 
the fund has attracted in 
excess of SI 00 million from 
investors. 

Commenting on the suc- 
cess of the Arab Bank Capi- 
tal Guaranteed Fund, Khalid 
Shoman. deputy chairman 
and president of Arab Bank 
said: “We are delighted that 
both existing and new cus- 
tomers have responded so 
positively to this investment 
product. Arab Bank looks 
forward to introducing addi- 
tional new products over the 
forthcoming year as we con- 
tinue to meet the increasing- 
ly sophisticated investment 
needs of existing and future 
customers across the Middle 
East 


Dubai builds 
oil pipeline 
for airport 

DUBAI (AFP) — The Gulf 
emirate of Dubai has set up a 
pipeline to transport jet fuel to 
its international airport as pan 
of a long-term development 
plan, officials have said. 

The 56-kilometre pipeline 
links the airport to the Jebel Ah 
free zone, where the fuel pro- 
cessing facilities are based. 

It will have a capacity of 
40.000 barrels per day and will 
allow the government to slop 
services by tankers shuttling 
daily on the highway. Dubai, 
the second biggest member of 
the United Arab Emirates 
lUAE), is planning to expand 
its airport to face a steady 
growth in traffic. It is currently 
the second busiest airport in the 
Middle East after Cairo. 
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Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


DAJANI Jewellers, Gems of the world 18-21 & 22 k. 


STUDIO HffIG 

Pmtms&imi que&& to 
1 hour sendee 
Develop your colour Hen 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photo size 


Mxstfcm* 


Shmefetfti- Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 

Tel: 823891 


ocwhrttm 


INDOOR HEATH) 



JACUZZI 
& MASSAGE 
FITNESS 


TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

Tel.: 758180 
Radio &TV station RD. 


TO ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

68431 1 - 699634 EXT. 42 


i \ .! i :• r | :i a n ij:'i v r • a- isr a/. i l 

.ADKIiili. AiiU'Z' FdPlUl HO'Cl §: :;V:S Gt(: CifCLc. 


^ YT» ani 
d a m ida 

■‘MERRY CHRISTMAS” 

- New '* New - New 

Makawir line 
on display at the 
Bani Hamida House 
■ * Rugs - Cushions 
‘ Wall hangings 
. Attractive offers 
Location: Jabal Amman. 
1st Circle, Rainbow St. 

Qpen daily from 8:00 till 6:QQ 
including Fridays & 
official holidays. 

Tel. 658696/7 



Out & Two fad i w w a * Fatty 
lapped Kkcbcncttcs * Dtflj & 
m» Stay * Reasonable Rites 


>ih C ircle 

Tel. 6926-72 Fax 67455! 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 


Real Estate. 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tei. 864230 - 865167 
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All six cleared in Senna trial 


IMOLA (AFP) — Frank Williams, his 
technical director Patrick Head and 
former chief designer Adrian Newey, 
along with three race officials, were all 
cleared of manslaughter on Tuesday 
over the 1994 death of Ayrton Senna. 

However. Head and Newey will have 
to wait and see if there is to be an 
appeal by state prosecutor Maurizio 
Passarini against the verdict 
announced here by 36-year-old magis- 
trate Antonio Costanzo. 

In his summing up last month. 
Passarini had called for Williams and 
the three race officials to be cleared — 
but for Head and Newey to be given a 
one-year suspended sentence. 

Passarini said on Tuesday he would 
study Costanzo's explanation of the 
verdict before deciding whether to 
appeal, but that if he did so. it would 
be to challenge the verdicts given for 
Head and Newey. 

The three race officials are Federico 
Bendinelli, head of the SAGIS compa- 
ny which rented the Imola track, 
Roland Bruynseraede, the then 
Federation Internationale de 
[’Automobile (FIA) circuit inspector 
and Giorgio Poggi, the then clerk of 
the course. 

Peter Goodman, one of the lawyers 


retained by Williams, said: “It is the 
right verdict, the trial was correctly 
done and Williams will be very 
pleased that it is over and that it's gone 
successfully for him.” 

Luigi Stortoni, an Italian lawyer rep- 
resenting Newey, who is now with 
rival Formula One team McLaren, 
said: “The initial hypothesis was not 
valid. 

“The prosecution case has been 
swept away and, without doubt, this 
young judge has had a lot of courage.” 
Bruynseraede’s lawyer Roberto 
Causo and Bendinelli both said the 
outcome would settle the fears of 
Formula One. Leading figures in die 
sport had previously warned that 
guilty verdicts could lead to a boycott 
of Italian circuits in seasons to come. 

Causo said: The verdict will have a 
calming effect on the future of 
Formula One.” 

Bendinelli added: “Not only have the 
accused been cleared, but also the 
Imola circuit And that will restore 
calm in the world of Formula One, and 
among those who might have been 
afraid of coming to Italy ” 

Senna was killed when his car left 
the high-speed Tambunello bend dur- 
ing the San Marino Grand Prix and 



San Francisco 49ers wide receiver Jerry Rice (80) catches a pass from 49ers quarter- 
back Steve Young while being covered by Denver Bronco comerback Ray Crockett 
(L) in the second period of their game at 3Com Park. The game was Rice's first since 
sustaining a major knee injury in the first regular game of the season. San Francisco 
won 34-17 (Reuters photo) . . . ._ 

Rice returns as 49ers win 34-17 


SAN FRANCISCO (AFP) — Jerry 
Rice caught a touchdown pass to com- 
plete his stunning return from a knee 
injury Monday, helping lift San 
Francisco to a 34-17 win over Denver. 

The victory gives the 49ers. home 
field advantage throughout the NFC 
playoffs. 

Rice, who suffered a torn anterior cru- 
ciate ligament and tom medial collater- 
al ligament in his left knee in San 
Francisco's season-opening 13-6 loss at 
Tampa Bay, got in between comerback 
Darrien Gordon and safety Steve 
Atwater and caught a 14-yard scoring 
pass from Steve Young to pull the 49ers 
within 10-7 with 6:53 left in the second 
quarter. 

Rice bruised his left knee on the catch 
and did not play at all in the second 
half. The TD reception was the 155th of 
his Hall of Fame career and made him 
the first non-kicker in NFL history with 
1.000 career points. 

Young completed 22-of-34 passes for 
276 yards and a touchdown for San 
Francisco (13-2). which clinched 
homefield advantage for the first time 


since 1994, when it went on to win a 
fifth Super Bowl. Young starred on the 
night the man he replaced. Joe 
Montana, had his number 1 6 retired in a 
halftime ceremony. 

San Francisco scored three times off 
turnovers by John Elway. who had one 
of the worst games of his career. He fin- 
ished 16-of-41 for 156 yards and two 
interceptions as Denver (11-4) allowed 
the Kansas City Chiefs to take the AFC 
West title and homfield advantage in 
the AFC playoffs. The Broncos can 
secure a first-round home playoff game 
by defeating San Diego next weekend. 

Denver's Terrell Davis left the game 
with a bruised right shoulder after gain- 
ing just 2S yards on 10 carries. Davis 
needs 250 yards to join Eric Dickerson 
and O.J. Simpson as the only players in 
NFL history to rush for more than 2,000 
yards in a single season. 


slammed into a concrete wall. 

A front suspension strut sheared off 
during impact and pierced the 
Brazilian's helmet, causing fatal head 
injuries. 

The British trio were charged with 
manslaughter because Passarini 
claimed that Senna's shortened steer- 
ing column had been a botched job. 
and bad failed as he took the bend. 

However, he called on Costanzo last 
month to clear Williams of the charge, 
saying that the team owner handled the 
business side of the company and was 
not directly responsible for the acci- 
dent. 

But he called for the one-year sus- 
pended sentence for both Head and 
Newey, who he claimed bore ultimate 
responsibility for the changes made to 
Senna's steering column. 

Passarini had asked for the race offi- 
cials to be cleared as he believed they 
were not directly to blame for Senna’s 
death. The prosecutor had previously 
claimed, though, that the trackside lay- 
out had not enabled the Brazilian to 
brake properly as he left the asphalt. 

The trial, which opened in February, 
was the first of its kind in the history 
of Formula One. 


Nagano 
Winter 
Olympics 
to host 
record 71 
countries 

NAGANO (AFP) — At 
least 71 countries will take 
part in the Nagano 
Olympics here in February, 
making it the biggest-ever 
Winter Games, organisers 
said Tuesday. 

So far 82 national 
Olympic committees have 
expressed their wish to par- 
ticipate in these Games 
with Kenya being the latest 
addition, the Nagano 
Olympic ‘ Organising 
Committee (NAOC) said. 

Of them. 67 have submit- 
ted the number of competi- 
tors expected to be entered 
as well as applications for 
accreditation. 

Four other national 
Olympic committees have 
confirmed their participa- 
tion and vowed to submit 
all necessary documents 
“as soon as possible," 
NAOC said. 

Of the remaining 1 1 
countries, the Bahamas, 
Azerbaijian and five others 
were unlikely to come as 
their competitors might not 
meet minimum qualifica- 
tion standards. 

This may leave the 
Nagano Games with 75 
countries, bigger than the 
previous Winter Olympic 
mark of 67 countries regis- 
tered at the last 1994 edi- 
tion in Lillehammer. 
Norway. 

Azerbaijian. the former 
Yugoslav republic of 
Macedonia and Uruguay 
will be newcomers to the 
Winter Olympics. 



Chicago Bulls' Michael Jordan (Rl dunks in front of teammate Dennis Rodman (C) and Phoenix Suns* Antonio 
McDyess (L) in the first quarter of game in Chicago. Chicago won 111-104 (Reuters photo) 

Celtics beat 76ers; Bulls overcome Suns 


BOSTON ( AP) — Ron Mercer, left out of the starting line- 
up because of a slump, scored 20 points as the Boston 
Celtics beat the Philadelphia 76ers 1 00-83 Monday night. 

Philadelphia played without star guard Allen Iverson, 
who was serving a one-game suspension for missing a prac- 
tice. 

Mercer scored 10 points during the decisive third quarter, 
when the Celtics broke the game open with a 22-5 run. 

Jerry Stackhouse led Philadelphia with 25 points. 

• Indiana Pacers 108, Toronto Raptors 101: In Toronto, 
Reggie Miller scored 22 points, and reserve Jalen Rose had 
15 points and seven assists ns the Indiana Pacers continued 
their domination over the Toronto Raptors. 

Indiana, which is 10-0 against the Raptors, has won three 
straight overall and nine of its last 1 1 . 

Marcus Camby scored a season-high 2S points for 
Toronto, which fell to 2-21 with its 1 0th straight home loss. 

• Washington Wizards 88, Utah Jazz 86: In 

Washington. Juwan Howard scored 21 points as the 
Washington Wizards remained unbeaten at their new arena. 

The Wizards blew an 1 1 -point fourth-quarter lead before 


recovering for their fifth straight victory at the MCI Centre 

Washington snapped a three-game losing streak and 
improved to S-0 against Western Conference teams. 

Karl Malone scored 26 points for the Jazz, who have lo'i 
three straight road games. 

• Chicago Bulls 111. Phoenix Suns 104: In Chicago. 
Michael Jordan scored 31 points. Dennis Rodman grabbed 
2 1 rebounds and the Chicago Bulls used a big second quar- 
ter to beat the Phoenix Suns. 

Toni Kukoc scored 23 points for the Bulls and Jason 
Caffey added 18 points and 10 rebounds, both season highs, 
before fouling out. 

• Atlanta Hawks 99, Portland Trail Blazers 90: In 
Portland. Oregon. Tyrone Corbin scored a season-high 
points and Christian Laeuner added 19 points and 1.’ 
rebounds as Atlanta won its third straight game. 

Reserve Ed Gray added 16 points for the Hawks, who 
were playing their fourth road game in five nishts. GniJ 
took over at point guard in the second quarter for The slump* 
Mookie Blaylock, who scored onlv eicht points on 3-of* 
12 shooting. 


San Francisco 49ers retire Joe Montana’s No. 16 


SAN FRANCISCO t AP) — 
To the wild cheers of an 
adoring crowd and the 
sparkling flashes of hun- 
dreds of cameras. Joe 
Montana returned once 
more to the windswept field 
off San Francisco bay as the 
49ers retired his No. 16 jer- 
sey Monday night. 

Introduced by former 
coach Bill Walsh, the man 
who drafted and developed 
him. Montana was clearly 
impressed by the reception. 

“Back in 1979 when I first 


stepped on the field. I never 
imagined I*d be in this posi- 
tion tonight having my 
number retired,” Montana 
said. 

Broadcaster A1 Michaels 
introduced an retrospective 
of Montana's career, calling 
the quarterback a “Bay Area 
icon and a man who has 
come to embody the 49ers 
franchise.” 

Eddie Debartolo. who was 
the managing owner of the 
team for 20 years until two 
weeks ago when he stepped 


down to face allegations of 
gambling fraud in 
Louisiana, also praised 
Montana. But first be got his 
own cheers, pausing several 
times in his speech because 
of the cheers for him. 

“This man has etched bis 
place in NFL history as the 
greatest quarterback who 
has ever played the game.” 
Debartolo said. 

The halftime event was 
just one of several converg- 
ing story lines Monday 
night. The 49ers' game 


f CINEMA 


against the Denver Broncos 
also spelled the return of 
star receiver Jerry Rice, who 
had been out since the sea- 
son opener because of a 
serious knee injury. He 
caught three passes in the 
first half, one for a touch- 
down. before taking off the 
rest of the night. 

Rice, on the receiving end 
of 55 touchdown passes 
from Montana, stood in the 
end zone and applauded 
Montana during the ceremo- 
ny. 


San Francisco's third- 
round pick out of Noire 
Dame in 1979. Montana led 
the 49ers to the playoffs 10 
times, including four super 
bowl championships. 

He spent more than a 
decade as the team's starter 
before an elbow injury 
forced him to the sidelines 
for nearly two years. During 
his absence. Sieve Young 
asserted himself as the 49cr$ 
quarterback. 

When the 49ers decided to 
stick with Young as their 


TEL:«N2.*8 
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HERCULES AND 
THE AMAZON 
WOMEN 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15, 
8:30. 10:30 


Jim Carrey ... in 

LIAR — LIAR 


PLAZA 

NourAI Sharif & 
Layla Alwi... in 

AL MASEER 

(Arabic) 


TtL:6774:o 


starter. Montana was traded 
to Kansas City before the 
l‘>93 season. He spent two 
seasons with the Chiefs 
before retiring. 

For his career. Montana 
threw for 273 touchdowns. 
244 with the 49ers. He 
orchestrated 3 1 fourth-quar- 
ter comebacks during his 
career. including “the 
catch." the miracle pass iu 
Dwight Clark in the 1982 
National Conference cham- 
pionship game. 

Young, who obviuusly 


irL.117'1 IF* T'i\ 


Shows: 1 2:30. 3:30. 6: 15. !; Winner in the 1997 Cannes festival 

8.30. 10,30 5hoWS . j 2:30. 3:30. 6:00. 

I' 8:15. 10:30 


CONCORD 

/ 

COfVCDHD -1- 

A CRIME AT THE 
WHITE HOUSE 
MURDER AT 1600 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 

mOeXn 

Shows: 3:30. 6:00 only J 


K GALLERIA 1 

; 

ABDOUN 

Harrison Ford ... in 

AIR FORCE ONE 

Shows: 3:30, C.; 15. S:3«. 10:45 


was not a part of the half- 
time ceremony Monday 
because he was in the game, 
praised the man who once 
kepi him on the bench as 
backup. 

“He taught me how i Q 
learn to play, how you pre- 
pare to play football.” 
Young said earlier this 
week. “He would do things, 
and 1 would see it and think, 
‘that is a tremendous read. 
Thai's a tremendous plav. 
that 'si where I've gotta get. 
I've gotta be able to do 


va m. n» min \ t** 


GALLERIA 2 

— — — . 

ABDOUN 

Mel Gibson & 
Julia Roberts... in 

CONSPIRACY 

THEORY 

Shows: 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 


If- that.'" 

u y Montana joins seven other 
49ers who have had ihrir 
as jerseys retired. They are ; 

quarterback John Brodic 
. lo M2), running back Joe Pi- ,r 9 

j;* (34). comerback Jin 101 -'' 

lis Johnson (37). running hack 

Hugh McElhenny l- m 
defensive tackle Charlie 
1V / Kruegem (70). tackle Up 

si. NomcJlini (73) and Clark 

(87). 


f Blflham Ymes Theatre 
TEL: 625155 

NOW ON DAILY 

the government IN 
THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Starring Hi sham Yarn'S 
and Amal Dahhus 
Fur reservations uj|; WOI55. hlMtf / 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Dugarry to join Marseille 

BARCELONA (AFP) — Olympique Mar- 
seille are set to line up Barcelona’s French 
international striker Christophe Dugany 
alongside their French record signing Fab- 
rizio Ravanelli. Dugarry's agent Lucriano 
Donofrio said Tuesday he expected a 
transfer to be agreed this week. Dugarry 
has foiled to win a first-team place since 
his transfer from AC Milan, where he also 
spent most of his one season on the subs’ 
bench. Marseille signed Ravanelli from 
English side Middlesbrough for a record 
five ■ million francs ($8.7 million). 
Barcelona are also expected to sell Argen- 
tine striker Juan Antonio Pizzi ro Graeme 
Souness’ Benfica and sign Dutch defender 
Frank de Boer from Barcelona coach 
Louis Van Gaal's old club Ajax Amster- 
dam. 

Mexico coach to quit 

RIYADH (AFP) — Mexican coach 
Manuel Lapuente said Tuesday he would 
quit after the World Cup next summer to 
allow the federation to choose a long-term 
yoonger replacement “After the World 
Cup we have to get a young Mexican 
coach on board so he can work at the job 
the long term,” said Lapuente, who only 
took over a month ago from Serbian 
“Bora” Mulitinovic, USA coach four 
years ago. Speaking at the Confederation 
Cup in Saudi Arabia, Lapuente, 53, admit- 
ted his team was “not ready for this tour- 
nament.” He explained: “"We didn't really 
appreciate the importance of this competi- 
tion and I've had to change things around. 
“We’re only functioning at about 40 per 
cent of our capabilities," Lapuente said, 
adding: “If we had to play the World Cup 
tomorrow we wouldn't get past the first 
round. 

Italians book dates 


BRESCIA (AFP) — Italy have arranged 
World Cup warm-up friendly dates with 
Slovakia and Paraguay, whom they will 
respectively face at Catania in Sicily on 
Januaxy 29 and on June 3 at an unspecified 
venue. Coach Cesare Maldini. who wel- 
comed the chance of two serious workouts 
prior to taking on Chile, Cameroon and 
Austria in the finals in France next sum- 
mer, said he had already drawn up a list of 
16 ’definites' for his squad. He added he 
would use the warm-up programme ro 
give others such as Inter Milan defender 
Luigi Sartor a run out before making his 
final selection. Of the draw, Maldini said: 
“Ir's a normal draw and we can certainly 
come through. But we must finish first if 
we want to avoid Brazil, red hot 
favourites.” Paraguay are likely to provide 
a stiff test after qualifying for France as 
the second team in South America after 
Argentina. Their reward was a tough draw 
alongside Spain, Nigeria and Bulgaria. 

Hudson seriously hurt 

LONDON (AFP) — Former Chelsea star 
and England international midfielder Alan 
Hudson was seriously ill in hospital Tues- 
day after being hit by a car. Hudson. 46, 
who starred for Chelsea, Arsenal and 
Stoke, underwent emergency surgery fol- 
lowing the accident Monday night in the 
east end of London. Hudson made his 
name in the Chelsea team which won the 
European Cup- winners' Cup in 1971. 

Hitzfeld turns down Swiss 

GENEVA (AFP) — Borussia Dortmund's 
sporting director Ottraar Hitzfeld has 
turned down an offer to take over the reins 
as Switzerland's national coach to replace 
Rolf Fringer. the Swiss association 
revealed Tuesday. Hitzfeld, 49, led Dort- 
mund to the European Cup last season 
before moving “upstairs” and giving way 
to Nevio Scala. But he said it was “too 


soon to return to Switzerland.” He joined 
the Germans after a successful spell with 
Grasshopper Zurich and turned one of 
Germany’s best-supported but under- 
achieving sides into UEFA Cup finalists 
and double league champions before 
claiming the big prize against Juventus 
last May. Hitzfeld’s contract runs out in 
1999 and he has hinted he may look for 
another big club post in Europe. He 
recently turned down England’s Totten- 
ham and has also attracted interest from 
Glasgow Rangers as well as Real Madrid 
and Barcelona. The Swiss, who dispensed 
with Fringer's services after failing to 
qualify for the World Cup, may now turn 
to former Italian boss Arigo Sacchi, a tar- 
get for Nigeria. Sacchi is currently not 
coaching after an abortive second spell at 
AC Milan last season. 

Briton survives plunge 

LONDON (AFP) — A British man who 
plunged 600 metres (2,000 feet) after his 
parachute tangled with another skydiver’s 
surv ived virtually unscathed because he 
fell into a ploughed field, British press 
reports said on Tuesday. Businessman 
Bren Jones, 56, a veteran of 3,500 para- 
chute jumps, suffered only minor scratch- 
es and bruising from his brash with death 
in Lincolnshire, eastern England. Jones 
had leapt from an aircraft at 1,700 metres 
with three other skydiving enthusiasts, but 
when he reached about 600 metres, his 
chute became entangled with another 
parachutist's. “I realised I had a very seri- 
ous problem on my hands and 1 had a lim- 
ited amount of time to sort it out," he said. 
The two men had a brief conversation, and 
decided the other man would pull a “cut- 
away” handle — to free him from the tan- 
gled chutes. The other skydiver went on to 
land safely with his reserve parachute, 
while Jones carried on in free fall towards 
the ground. Found semi-conscious and 
taken by air ambulance to hospital, he 
later said he was looking forward to his 
next jump. 

Brown traded to Padres 


MIAMI, Florida (AFP) — : The World 
Series champion Florida Marlins contin- 
ued their offseason dismantling Monday, 
unloading star pitcher Kevin Brown to the 
San Diego Padres. Brown, who owns the 
lowest eamed-mn average in baseball the 
past two seasons (2.26), was shipped to 
the Padres for first baseman Derrek Leer- 
right-handed pitcher Rafael Medina and 
left-handed pitcher Steve Hoff. Marlins 
owner Wayne Huizenga is in the process 
of selling the team to a group headed by 
team president Don Smiley and said the 
club must curb a payroll that exceeded 
$53 million last season. One of the keys to 
the financial slashing was the unloading of 
Brown, who is entering the final year of a 
three-year contract that will pay him $4.8 
million next season. Marlins general man- 
ager Dave Dombrowsld has already 
unloaded outfielders Moises AIou and 
Devon White, closer Robb Nen and first 
baseman Jeff Conine since winning the 
World Series in October. 

Fowler stays at Liverpool 

LIVERPOOL, England (AFP) — Liver- 
pool moved quickly on Monday to refute 
fresh speculation that star striker Robbie 
Fowler is on his way out of the dub, pos- 
sibly to join Premiership rivals Arsenal. 
The" Anfield club have been worried 
enough about claims that Arsenal are 
interested in buying Fowler as a replace- 
ment for the ageing Ian Wright to issue an 
emphatic “hands off” statement. A Liver- 
pool spokesman said: “This really is fan- 
tasy football. Robbie is not for sale and is 
not going to be allowed to leave this club. 
He is Liverpool through and through.” 


Jagge 
wins at 
Sestriere 


SESTRIERE (AFP) — 

Norway’s former Olympic 
champion Finn Christian 
Jagge stole the limelight 
from Alberto Tomba here 
on Monday night when he 
sped to a floodlit victory in 
the World Cup slalom. 

Jagge clocked l min 
51.43sec to beat Austria’s 
Thomas Sykora (1:51.77) 
and another Norwegian 
Hans-Petter Buraas 

(1:51.85). 

Italian hero Tomba 
roared back from lying 
20th after a poor first run to 
finish fourth in 1:52.05 
after first-run leader Jure 
Kosir of Slovenia skied out 
of the race just as he looked 
destined for victory. 

Jagge, who won the 1992 
Olympic slalom at 
Albertville and who was 
third in the season-opening 
slalom at Park City, had 
been lying third after the 
first run down the Kanda- 
har piste. 

But he turned on the 
power in the second, 
despite the poor conditions 
here as a day-long snowfall 
continued throughout the 
race, notching the fourth 
World Cup victory of his 
career. 

“It's nice to have a race at 
night because this is how 
we have been training in 
Norway since we were 
kids.” he said. 

“The piste wasn’t as icy 
as it was for the world 
championships here but it 
was still rough and bumpy. 

And you can never count 
Tomba out of a race even if 
he’s not doing well. 4 Tt's 
been up and down for me at 
Sestriere in the past,” he 
said, “so now it feels good 
to be on top.” 

Jagge. like his Norwegian 
compatriots, all are 
-focussing on winnin g-arslot 
at Nagano next year. 

“It's going to be hard to 
get on the Olympic team.” 
he said. “But the competi- 
tion does help because we 
push each other to do well. 

Sykora finished second 
after struggling to keep his 
balance in a tricky lower 
half of the piste. 

“I made a big mistake in 
the last 10 gates and I lost 
some time there” he 
lamented. 

“But I haven’t always 
been lucky here — at the 
world championships I was 
injured." 

Buraas produced a sec- 
ond minor miracle to reach 
the first podium of the 22- 
year-old’s career — having 
earlier set the eighth best 
time in the first run after 
starting with bib number 
37. 

Buraas, who was sixth at 
Park City, said: Tve been 
on the World Cup for three 
years, but this is the year 
that I'm breaking through. 

My dream is to do well in 
the World Cup and to qual- 
ify for the Olympics. 


Beit Al Bawadi 

THE FESTIVE MONTH 

Christmas and Ramadan 

traditional and modern 
ceramic vases , lamps , bowls, 
ashtrays, rugs, wall hanging s & embroideries. 


Make your holiday special 



+ "TV 


From Abdoun Circle, third right off Cairo Street 

8am-7pm dally exceptFridays 
Telephone : 818629 -828070 


AMERICAN FURNITURE 
FOR SALE 

American whole household including 
electrical appliances for sale. 

Interested buyers contact phone 
8172151 Amman 


f ANNOUNCEMENT 

The British Embassy telephone numbers 
will change on the morning of Monday 22 
December 1997. 

The new number is 5923100 

The new fax number is 5923759 

The direct number for the consular 
section is 5926581 and 5926586 



Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Co., Ltd. 

Announces the Invitation to Tender 
No. IF/98 

JPMC announces the invitation to Bid No. 
1 F/98 for the supply of: 

1 . (6,000,000) Mtrs of Cortex detonating fuses. 

2 . (1 100) MT of Slurry/Watergel explosives. 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman Supply Department, until 2:00 
p.m. local time Thursday 8th Jan., 1998. 
Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non- refundable fee of JD150 
for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours local time Saturday 17th January, 1998. 

Sameh Madam 

Managing Director 


2nd Islamic Games for Women 

Mutari earns gold, silver 
medals for Jordan 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JORDAN’S AMAL Al Mutari Tuesday secured the King- 
dom’s first two medals as competition got underway at 
the 2nd Islamic Games for Women in Tehran, Iran. 

As the athletics event started in the city of Rushd, 
Mutari clinched the gold medal in the 3,000 metres and 
added a silver in the 1.500 metres. 

Mutari had won a bronze medal in the marathon at 
July’s Pan-Arab Games. 

Meanwhile, in Isfahan, the table tennis players got off 
to a bad start being drawn in a tough group in the team 
event which includes Pakistan, Syria, Kazakhstan and 
Indonesia. 

Iran, Yemen, Lebanon, Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan are 
playing in the other group. 

Jordan lost 3- 1 to Syria, 3-0 to Kazakhstan, and 3-0 to 
Indonesia. 

The table tennis singles and doubles matches begin 
today with Hadeel Awwad playing the singles and Alia 
Tuffaha and Lina Majdalawi teaming up for the doubles. 

Badminton matches also start in Isfahan today with 
Najwa Al Turk joining Lina Rashdan in the doubles and 
Karolin Shaker playing the singles. 

Jordan’s 14-member delegation joined those of 1 9 other 
nations in the Dec. 13-21 Games held in three Iranian 
cities — Tehran, Isfahan and Rushd. 

The Kingdom's delegation missed the opening ceremo- 
ny due to a flight delay. Jordan also missed the meeting 


of the general assembly of the Islamic Solidarity Council 
which was reportedly held last month. 

Nine Jordanian athletes are be competing in athletics, 
table tennis and badminton in the Kingdom’s first partic- 
ipation in the event — described as a “symbolic one" by 
Jordan Olympic Commitree (JOC) Secretary-General 
Ismar Kurdi. 

The delegation includes four officials and a referee. 

The event officially opened with a ceremony in the 
Azadi Sradium west of Tehran, and is the first such event 
organised by Iran since February 1993. 

The exclusively female Games were originally expect- 
ed to bring together about 1000 athletes from 26 coun- 
tries. 

The Games are organised by Iran's Sports Solidarity 
Council for Women, headed by Faezeh Hashcmi. daugh- 
ter of former Iranian President Ali Akbar Hashcmi Raf- 
sanjani. 

The event was originally to be hosted by Pakistan, but 
returned to Iran after Islamabad pleaded financial diffi- 
culties. 

Events at the Games are athletics, chess, swimming, 
basketball, volleyball, tennis, shooting, handball, bad- 
minton, gymnastics, squash, equestrian and karate. 

The Games are being held less than two weeks after the 
Iranian capital hosted the 1st Southwest Asian Games 
which were open to men's teams only. 

Jordan took part in eight sports and won ten medals at 
the evenL 


United surge clear with 4 points 


MANCHESTER (AFP) — 
Ryan Giggs finally hit the 
target as Manchester Unit- 
ed powered four points 
clear at the top of the Eng- 
lish Premiership with a 1-0 
victory over Aston Villa at 
Old Trafford on Monday. 

Giggs had four good 
chances to score before he 
found the back of the net 
with a stinging shot after 52 
minutes which set up a 
richly deserved victory for 
rampant United. 

United were in irres- 
sistible form as they 
stormed their way to their 
12th Premiership victory 
from 18 starts and they 
head into the hectic Chrisr- 
mas period as outright 
favourites to retain their 
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Manchester United’s Andy Cole (L) tackles Aston Villa 
player Ian Taylor during their Premiership match. 
Manchester United beat Aston Villa 1-0 (Reuters photo) 


title. 

Alex Ferguson's side, 
w ho have won the Premier- 
ship four times in the past 
five seasons, could even 
afford the luxury of Teddy 
Sheri ngham missing a 
penalty 20 minutes from 
time. 

Villa, who have not lost to 
United in their last four 
meetings, had the first 
chance to open the scoring 
w'hen Stan Colly more 
released Ian Taylor with a 
perfectly timed pass. 

The midfielder had timed 
his run to perfection' but 
saw his shot charged dow n 
when United goalkeeper 
Peter Schmeichel sprinted 
off his line and threw him- 
self at Taylor’s feet. 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED FLOOR 
FOR RENT 

Independent floor. Consists of 3 bedrooms (one is master), salon, 
(fining and guest's room, fully equipped kitchen, 3 bathrooms, central 
heating and telephone. 

The fumiure is super deluxe. Annual rent JD20.000. 

Location: JabaJ Amman — 4th Cirde. 

For further information, please call 
Tel.: 814662 between 9 a.m.-12 noon 


NEEDED 

FEMALE EXECUTIVE SECRETARIES 
AND REGULAR SECRETARIES 


(FULL-TIME — PART-TIME — TEMPORARY) 

1. Good command of English language. 

2. Typing (Arabic & English) and computer skills. 

3. Presentable and hardworking. 

4. Salary depends on experience and qualification. 

Apply to: 

Trust for Management Services 
Amman - 6th Circle 

Amra Hotel Shopping Centre - ground floor 
Tel.: 5526338 

Please include all necessary documents with 2 photos. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 


LEND A HELPING HAND 

Bath vulnerable. East deals. 

NORTH 
4 J8753 
<? J752 
CQ9 
*KJ 


WEST EAST 

* Q 10 4 *92 

\? Q 9 8 63 UK 10 

06 GAKI0854 

+8432 *096 

SOUTH 
♦ AK6 
<?A4 
O J732 
4A1075 

the bidding: 

EAST SOUTH WEST NORTH 

10 LNT Pass 20 

Ptae 2NT Pass 3NT 

Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Six of 7 

It is a pleasure to watch two play- 
ers cooperating on defense, the 
most difficult facet of bridge. Sitting 
East-West oo this deal were farmer 
world champions Bobby Goldman 
and Paul Soloway. Their opponents 
were Dutch internationalists Enri 
L e u ik e n g and Barry Westra. 

North's two diamonds was an 
attempt to locate a 4-4 major- suit 
fit. W hen South denied hoi din o n 


major. North decided that his five- 
card suit and fitting cards in 
Sooth's known dub suit were suffi- 
cient to contract fur game. 

West led a low heart, and East's 
ten was taken with the ace. Declar- 
er cashed the ace and king of 
spades and led another, setting up 
two long cards in dummy. In with 
the queen of spades. West realized 
that the routine play of a heart 
might lead to partner coming under 
intense pressure when declarer 
cashed the long spades in dummy, 
so East thoughtfully shifted to a 
diamond. Dummy played low and 
East could have set up the whole 
diamond suit by covering with the 
ten. 

Fortunately. East also realized 
the discarding problems on the 
spades. To counter that. East rose 
with the ace, cleared the king of 
hearts and exited with a low dia- 
mond to the queen. Declarer cashed 
the long spades and king of dabs, 
then led the jack. East played low 
and declarer was trapped. If South 
overtook the jack of clubs, East 
would score the Iasi two tricks with 
the queen or clubs and high dia- 
mond, so dummy's jack was allowed 
to hold. But oow West scored the 
last two trieks with Q 9 of hearts 
when declarer had to lead a heart 
from the table. 


A Special Offer 

for an Original Gift... 




presents 

its own original 
designs in Pewter. 


’tssissr 

'f. Ifleplwm 

15% discount books- frames 

. ... :E2'. & office sets. 


m 


.5=® 


upon purchase: 

of any Hem from . 

Die Orieii ! V* 
Pewter line. 
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Happy Holidays! 

Orient 

Shmeismi Tel. Wl 305 ■* 


Offer ijlid until December J I . I <i 4” 


THE BRITISH EMBASSY - 
VACANCY FOR A COMMERCIAL 
OFFICER 

The Commercial Section of the British Embassy requires 
a Commercial Officer to help promote British trading & 
commercial interests in Jordan. The job will involve: 

• identifying commercial opportunities for British 
companies 

• making initiative visits to Jordanian companies 

■ supplying market information regularly to companies 
and organisations in the UK 

' • organising and participating in commercial events 

• briefing business visitors 

The successful candidate will be confident, educated 
university degree standard, fluent in Arabic & English, 
have a high standard of written English, and be computer 
literate. He/she will be able to demonstrate a good 
knowledge of business in Jordan, an ability to cultivate 
business contacts at senior level and have a good 
appreciation of international trade matters. There is 
regular work outside ol normal office hours, travel within 
Jordan and more occasionally to other countries in the 
Middle East and to the UK. Car ownership is desirable (an 
allowance is payable). 

Applications with a CV to: 

The Commercial Secretary 
The British Embassy 
P.O. Box 6062 
Abdoun — Amman 
Closing date 31 December 1997. 

Candidates chosen for interview will be provided with a 
more detailed job description. 
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Butler leaves empty-handed on 
issue of access to Iraqi palaces 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — U.N. 
chief weapons inspector, 
Richard Butler, left Iraq on 
Tuesday without an agreement 
on access to presidential palaces 
as demanded by the Security 
Council. 

A U.N. official said Mr. 
Butler held a final meeting with 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz before flying out to 
Bahrain, where the UJN. 
Special Commission 

(UNSCOM) in charge of dis- 
arming Iraq has a support base. 

The UNSCOM chairman also 
briefed around 40 diplomats 
posted in Baghdad on the out- 
come of his four-day mission, 
following a similar meeting on 
Saturday, a diplomatic source 
said 

Iraq is barring UNSCOM 
inspectors from presidential 
palaces despite a Security 
Council cal] for full access, but 
it has eased curbs on access to 
other “sensitive” sites. Mr. 
Butler told a press conference 
late Monday. 

‘The Iraqi side insisted that 
we would never be able to 
inspect the presidential sites,” 
be said 

But "we have agreed to a cat- 
egorisation of sites within Iraq 
which ranges from normal to 


sensitive, and then to presiden- 
tial," said Mr. Butler, an 

Australian diplomat. 

He voiced confidence that the 
agreement would give 
UNSCOM “an expanded range 
of possibilities" to inspect the 
sensitive sites, other than presi- 
dential palaces, for weapons 
secrets. 

Iraq's ban on access to 
palaces was a “derogation from 
the [Security] Council's insis- 
tence that UNSCOM should be 
able to go anywhere, and at any 
time,” said Mr. Butler. 

Mr. Aziz told Mr. Butler, who 
is to report back to the Security 
Council on Thursday, that Iraq 
was prepared to "defend” its 
stand in front of tbe 15-nation 
Council 

The UNSCOM chief said he 
would return to Baghdad on 
Jan. 19 for more talks with Mr. 
Aziz "to see whether or not tbe 
Council has decided to accept 
Iraq’s reservation on presiden- 
tial sites. 

“I expressed great doubt to 
Mr. Tareq Aziz that it would do 
so.” 

Citing U.S. threats of military 
action. Iraq refused to provide a 
list of its presidential sites on the 
grounds that ‘it might help 
those who want to bomb Iraq to 


US. official says Iraq must allow inspections 

BEIRUT (R) — U.S. Assistant Secretary of Stale Martin 
Indyk said on Tuesday Iraq must give U.N. arms inspectors 
free access to all areas, including presidential sites. 

Mr. Indyk. on a tour of the Middle East focused on ihe 
Arab- Israeli peace process, said in response 10 questions 
about possible U.S. military action that the dispute was 
between Iraq and the United Nations. 

“The United Nations has spoken very clearly on this mat- 
ter in its most recent Resolution 1 137 in which it makes clear 
that there must be free and unfettered access for UNSCOM 
to wherever it needs to go in order to implement its mandate, 
a mandate given by the United Nations Security Council. 

“And that is a position that the United States supports and 
we would expect to see Iraq comply with the will of the 
international community," he said after talks with Lebanese 
President Elias Hrawi. 


do so more precisely." Mr 
Butler said. 

The UNSCOM chief also 
said no progress was made in 
unravelling the secrets of 
Baghdad's biological weapons, 
but he declined to classify his 
mission as a failure. 

“Am I satisfied in the sense 
that we have got everything 
resolved? Not really. We made 
good progress, but there are still 
some issues that need to be 
resolved,” be said. 

Mr. Butler said most of the 
progress was made in technical 
talks between Iraqi officials and 


UNSCOM weapons experts. 

Iraq’s official press made no 
comment Tuesday on tire end of 
Mr. Butler's mission, but the 
newspaper Babel run by 
President Saddam Hussein's 
son Uday kept up its references 
to the UNSCOM chief as a 
“mad dog.” 

A U.N. oil embargo in force 
against Baghdad since its 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait cannot be lifted until 
UNSCOM has certified the 
elimination of Iraq's chemical 
and biological weapons as well 
as long-range missiles. 


Russian co-pilot sole survivor 
of airplane crash in Sharjah 


SHARJAH (AFP) — A 
Russian co-pilot who was the 
sole survivor of a Tajik char- 
ter plane crash that killed 85 
people in the desert sands of 
this Gulf emirate was recov- 
ering in hospital here 
Tuesday. 

While UAE authorities 
refused to speculate on the 
cause of the crash late 
Monday, an airline official 
said it may been caused by a 
mid-air explosion. 

Co-pilot Sergei Petrov, 37. 
was "getting better and can 
now talk,” said a hospital 
official, adding that his con- 
dition was stable and he was 
out of danger. The crewman 
was the only non-Tajik on the 
plane. 

A woman who was also 
pulled out of the wreckage of 
the Soviet-designed Tupolev- 
1 54 died on her way to hospi- 
tal after the plane ploughed 
into the desert on its approach 
to Sharjah airport 

All 77 Tajik passengers and 
eight of the nine crew died, 
said civil aviation officials in 
Sharjah, a member of the 
United Arab Emirates fUAE) 
federation. Tbe Russian news 
agency Interfax said three 
children were among the pas- 
sengers. 

Tajikistan declared 

Wednesday a day of mourn- 
ing. 

Tajik Prime Minister Yakhe 
Azimov said the government 


would provide assistance to 
the families of tbe victims, 
while the national air line 
Tajikavia insisted its plane 
was well maintained. 

One of the crash victims 
was Abdurakhmon Aliyev, 
managing director of the 
Leninabad (Khodzhent) air- 
craft factory which built the 
plane. 

A Tajik team headed by 
Mirzo Mastangulov. head of 
Tajikavia, arrived in Shaijah 
on Tuesday to serve as 
“observers” in the investiga- 
tion, said UAE civil aviation 
chief Mohammad' Gaiith. 

“Until now we have no 
indication of the causes of the 
accident and we do not want 
to get into the technical 
aspects in the absence of 
plausible clues,” he told a 
press conference. 

He hoped the co-pilot 
would help explain the crash. 
The investigation would start 
the next day and was expect- 
ed to take four months. 

Abdullah Ben Mohammad 
AI Thani, director of Shaijah 
civil aviation, said the plane's 
“black box" had been recov- 
ered from the wreckage 
strewn over a wide area of 
desert. 

Witnesses said the cockpit 
was the only pan of the plane 
relatively intact after the 
crash, which took place 
despite “excellent” weather 
conditions and without a 


Mayday call being sent. 

An airline official, asking 
not to be named said tbe 
crash without a distress sig- 
nal and over such flat terrain 
was “incomprehensible, 
unless there was an explosion 
on board.** 

Tajikavia officials quoted 
by the Russian news agency 
Interfax also said the plane 
was believed to have explod- 
ed in mid-air, at a height of 
about 600 metres. 

At the scene of the crash 
around 12 kilometres from 
the airport, rescue workers 
worked through the night to 
sift through the wreckage 
after having recovered all the 
bodies. 

“I saw the plane coming 
down fast before crashing 
into a sand dune. I ran to the 
site and saw the main part of 
the aircraft burning." said an 
oil worker who witnessed the 
crash. 

"I never saw a more horrif- 
ic sight." said a rescue offi- 
cial. “Charred bodies were 
lying all around amidst the 
wreckage including aircraft 
seats. I saw limbs and legs in 
some places. Some bodies 
were intact” 

The charter ferrying shop- 
pers on a six-day trip from 
Khodzhent in the north of 
Tajikistan disappeared from 
radar a few- minutes before it 
was due to land in Shaijah. 


U.S., Iran 
meet on 
Afghanistan 

NEW YORK (AFP) — U.S. 
and Iranian officials have 
held low-key, direct contacts 
to find ways of ending tbe 
civil war in Afghanistan, the 
New York Tunes reported 
Monday. Tie reported meet- 
ings come as U.S. and Iranian 
leaders traded warm words 
over the past two days about 
opening a dialogue between 
the two countries. “We are 
hoping that the Iranians will 
play a constructive role in 
bringing their influence to 
bear to see the fighting stop 
and negotiations begin for the 
establishment of a broad- 
based government in 
Afghanistan.” Karl 

Inderfurth, assistant secretary 
of state for South Asian 
affairs, told the Times. 

Mr. Inderfurth, who has 
met with Iranian officials at 
the United Nations, left 
Sunday on a trip to London, 
Paris and Moscow to discuss 
Afghanistan. The Afghan dis- 
cussions — which also 
include Russia, and 
Afghanistan's neighbours 
Turkmenistan. Uzbekistan. 
Tajikstan, Pakistan and China 
— began several months ago, 
after the election of Iran's 
President Mohammad 
Khatami. Mr. Inderiunh said. 
The discussion group is head- 
ed by Algeria's former for- 
eign affairs minister Lakh dor 
Brahimi. 


Pentagon to vaccinate troops against anthrax 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The Pentagon Monday 
announced plans to vaccinate 
all members of the U.S. mili- 
tary against the germ warfare 
agent anthrax beginning next 
summer. 

The move, under study for 
three years, comes amid 
heightened attention to the dan- 
gers of such weapons in the 
wake of a confrontation with 
Iraq over its secret germ and 
chemical warfare programs. 

“Our goal is to vaccinate 
everybody in the force so they 
will be ready to deploy any- 
where. anytime,” said Deputy 
Defence Secretary John 
Hamre. 

The vaccinations initially 
will be given to about 100.000 
U.S. troops assigned to either 
southwest Asia or northeast 


Asia, potential flashpoints 
where U.S. forces face threats 
from Iraq. Iran and North 
Korea. 

Plans call for anthrax vacci- 
nations within six to seven 
years for all 2.4 million mem- 
bers of the active duty military', 
selected reserves and civilians 
in high threat areas, Pentagon 
officials said. It will cost an 
estimated SI 30 million, they 
said. 

Anthrax never has been used 
in warfare. Pentagon officials 
acknowledge, but they say it 
tops their list of biological 
threats because it is the easiest 
agent to use os a weapon. 

Although normally a disease 
in animals, especially cattle, 
anthrax can be produced in a 
dry form which when inhaled 
by humans causes severe pneu- 
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monia and death within a 
week. 

Inoculations of soldiers dur- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war are sus- 
pected by some researchers of 
contributing to the mysterious 
ailments known as Gulf War 
Illness. 

Apparently mindful of that. 
Defence Secretary William 
Cohen ordered some precau- 
tions to be taken before the first 
anthrax vaccinations are car- 
ried out. 

Supplemental tests arc to be 
conducted to assure the safety' 
of the vaccine. The military Is 
to put in place a system of elec- 
tronically tracking vaccinated 
individuals. A plan will be 
drawn up to explain the vacci- 
nations to military personnel 

Mr. Cohen named a Yale 
University medical expert. Dr. 
Gerald Burrow, to conduct an 
independent evaluation of the 
plan. 

The Pentagon said the 
anthrax vaccine has been 
licensed by the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration and 
exhibits fewer side effects than 
flu or typhoid vaccines. As a 
precaution, however, pregnant 
women will not be vaccinated, 
even though there is no evi- 
dence oF adverse effects. 

Produced in the United 
States by Michigan Biologic 
Products Institute, the vaccine 
has been widely used since the 
1970s bv livestock workers 


and veterinarians with only one 
reported adverse reaction, the 
Pentagon said. The one adverse 
reaction was attributed to the 
use of a dirty needle. The vac- 
cine consists of six shots over 
an IS month period, followed 
by an annual booster. 

U.S. military has grown 
increasingly concerned that 
potential foes will rum to 
chemical and biological 
weapons to counter the over- 
whelming superiority of U.S. 
conventional and nuclear 
forces. 

“The thrcai is proliferating.” 
said a military official. 

The most notorious producer 
of anthrax and weapons in 
deliver it is Iraq, but according 
to (he Pentagon at least 10 
countries have or arc suspected 
of developing biological 
weapons programs. 

The military official estimat- 
ed that a single anthrax bomb 
dropped from the air over a 
corps-sized military unit would 
kill 99 per cent of those who 
came into contort with it and 
reduce the unit's strength to 34 
per cent. If the force were vac- 
cinated. 95 per cent would be 
unaffected. 

With U.S. troops deploying 
on more overseas missions 
than ever, “our national mili- 
tary strategy practically man- 
dales" that the entire force be 
vaccinated against anthrax, the 
military official said. 



OCCASIONS FOR ALL COLOURS: Afrikaners watch as a ray of sun shines on a 
symbolic marble tomb at midday Tuesday inside the Voortrekker Monument m 
Pretoria. The monument was built as a vow to God by 530 Afrikaners who defeate 
10,000 Zulu warriors in a bloody battle on Dec 16, 1S38. After the victory Afrikaners 
made Dec. 16, The Day Of The Vow’ a holiday until the abolition of apartheid, 
when it became T)ay Of Reconciliation ' as part of an attempt to him holidays 
observed separately by whites and blacks into multi-racial occasions (AP photo) 


Turkey threatens to derail 
Cyprus peace in EU row 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — 
Turkey on Tuesday issued its 
cleared warning yet that it 
will derail the Cyprus peace 
process in retaliation for being 
excluded from the European 
Union's enlargement plans. 

At talks with his NATO 
counterparts here. Turkish 
Foreign Minister Ismail Cem 
said Ankara would proceed 
with the “partial integration" 
of the Turkish-controlled 
north of the island if the EU 
suns membership negotia- 
tions with the internationally 
recognised Greek Cypriot 
government next spring. 

“I think that is a process that 
will be on its way,” Mr. Cem 
said when asked about 
Turkey's likely reaction if the 
EU acted on a commitment it 
made at a summit in 
Luxembourg on Saturday. 

The foreign minister how- 
ever distanced himself from 
threats by some Turkish politi- 
cians that they could block the 
Czech Republic, Hungary and 
Poland's entry to NATO by 
refusing to ratify the expan- 
sion next year. 

‘The government has com- 
mitted itself to NATO expan- 
sion. Unlike the EU. we keep 
to our engagements,” he said 

Mr. Cem said the move on 
Cyprus would provide for 
much closer economic, politi- 
cal and military ties between 
Turkey and the ethnic Turkish 
community on Cyprus, but 
would fall short of full annex- 
ation. 

A senior Turkish official in 
Ankara, however, told AFP 
that this option had not been 
ruled out. 

“In the Cyprus question, 
there can be several scenar- 
ios." the official in Anktira 
said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. “From a Turkish 


view point, the best scenario 
would be that the EU opens 
negotiations in March with 
Cyprus and freezes them 
immediately after realising 
that membership is impossi- 
ble so long as the island is 
divided." 

He added: ‘The worst case 
scenario would be that the EU 
goes ahead no matter what 
with membership plans for the 
Greek part of Cyprus and in 
this case, the integration 
process of Northern Cyprus 
with Turkey would be com- 
pleted In the worst case, it 
could lead to annexation." 

Such steps would effective- 
ly scupper current U.N.-led 
efforts to broker a permanent 
solution to the Cyprus prob- 
lem based on the creation of a 
bizonal, bicommunal federa- 
tion and destroy the island's 
chances of entering the EU. 

Several EU stales, including 
Germany, have made it clear 
that they will not allow the 
republic of Cyprus to join 
without a lasting settlement 
with the north. 

Mr. Cent said he was “not 
optimistic" about the chances 
of this happening as long as 
the international community 
refused to recognise the north. 
“You cannot form a federation 
between a “community" and a 
"republic." he said. 

At their weekend summit 
EU leaders said for the first 
time that Turkey was “eligi- 
ble" for membership but 
refused to include it in the 
enlargement negotiations due 
to begin with ten central 
European stales and Cyprus 
next March. 

In an attempt to soften the 
blow, they offered Turkey a 
place in a new pan-European 
conference in be launched in 
parallel with hut — at the 


Bethlehem mayor urges Pope to stay 
away from millennium celebrations 


BETHLEHEM (AFP) — 
The mayor of Bethlehem 
called on Pope John Paul II 
Tuesday to stay away from 
the Holy Lund during the 
2000 jubilee of Christ’s birth 
because of Israel’s occupa- 
tion of Arab cast Jerusalem. 

“I don't advise the Pope to 
visit until the political situa- 
tion in Jerusalem is solved." 
said Hanna Nasser, the 
Palestinian mayor of 
Bethlehem which Christian 
tradition considers the birth- 
place of Jesus. 

Briefing foreign reporters 
on the dry's preparations for 
this year's Christmas celebra- 
tions and the 2000 jubilee, 
Mr. Nasser said he personally 
urged ihe Pope at a meeting 
near Rome in September to 
avoid the Holy Land for now 
and the pontiff agreed. 

“I don’t think there is any 
chance of his coming if 
Jerusalem Is under Israeli 
rule." he said, 

Mr. Nasser added that the 
Palestinians welcomed other 
religious leaden for the 
Jubilee celebrations. "But the 
Pope as the head of a stale, 
the Vatican, is different," he 
.said, asserting that a papal 
visit would lend legitimacy to 
Israel's claim of sovereignty 
over Arab east Jerusalem. 

Israel occupied the Arab 
eastern sector of Jerusalem in 
1967. 


PNA to screen access for more devout Christmas 

BETHLEHEM CAP) — Trying to give Christmas cele- 
brations a more religious tone this year. Palestinian police 
w-ill screen access to Manger Square and mainlv allow in 
pilgrims and local Christians, the mayor of Jesus' birth- 
place said Tuesday. In (he last two years, since the end of 
Israeli occupation in December 1995. Christmas had 
been as much a celebration of Palestinian nationalism as 
a religious holiday, with Manger Square decked out in 
Palestinian flags and posters of Yasser Arafat. “National 
feelings were on iop of all celebrations, hut I think this 
year, it will be a much more relicious celebration " 
Mayor Hanna Nasser told a foreign press association 
news conference. 


Under the Oslo peace 
accords. Israel and the 
Palestinians arc to reach 
agreement on the final status 
t»r all the occupied territories 
by May 1999. 

The Palestinians want the 
negotiations to yield an inde- 
pendent state with Jerusalem 
as its capital and Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat has 
said he will unilateral Iv 
declare a state in 1999 if talks 
with Israel prove fruitless. 

But Israel has made clear it 
will not yield sovereignty 
over Arab east Jerusalem? 

Palestinians were angered 
in November by an agree- 
ment signed between Israel 
and the Vatican officially 
recognising Roman Catholic 
institutions in Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Palestinian Religious 


Affairs Minister Hasson 
Tahbub called the deal a "stab 
in the hack" for Palestinians 
and the Palestinian legislature 
issued a formal protest. 

But the Vatican issued 
statements saying the aerce- 
menL with Israel was “techni- 
cal” and did not alter the 
Church's official position of 
refusing to recognise Israel's 
annexation of Arab east 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Nasser said he accepted 
the Vatican view. 

Both Israel and the 
Palestinian National 

Authority (PNA) are prepar- 
ing for a massive influx of 
tourists and pilgrims for the 
year 2000. focusing on the 
northern Israeli "city of 
Nazareth — where Jesus 
spent his youth. Jerusalem 
and Bethlehem. 



insistence of Germany and 
Greece — separate from the 
enlargement process. 

Mr? Cem accused the EU of 
offering Turkey a “third class’ 
ticket which it could obtain 
only if it agreed to the “unac- 
ceptable" conditions of allow- 
ing the negotiations with 
Cyprus to proceed with no 
reaction. 

“It seems to me that the EU 
has really made a mess of this 
question. It has put itself in the 
middle of a very complicated 
problem” 

He reiterated that Ankara 
would not take up its seat in 
the new conference. "For the 
time being, in our political 
relations, the EU has down- 
graded itself in our political 
agenda.” Mr. Cem said. 
Despite the tough stance 
adopted on Cyprus! Mr. Cem 
made it clear Turkey did not 
want to completely sever its 
relations with western Europe 
by refusing to repeal the 
threats of some Turkish politi- 
cians on NATO expansion. 

He also gave a hint of a pos- 
sible way out of the current 
standoff. 

“I don't believe something 
can be done in the very near 
future but I hope the EU 
reconsiders its position and 
finds the means, and I empha- 
sise means, lo ensure that this 
misunderstanding does not 
last very long.” 

The emphasis on “means'" 
appeared to be a reference to 
the $4 1 5 mil I ion of aid Turkey 
was due to receive to help it 
adapt to the introduction of a 
customs union with the EU. 

The customs union has been 
in force in January 1996 but 
Greece has repeatedly 
blocked the release of the 
funds because of its bilateral 
disputes with the Turks. 


Miami man 
learns how not 
to rob a bank 


MIAMI BEACH (Rj _ 
Todd Boucino learned a 
few lessons about the an of 
robbing a bank: don't plan 
to hail a taxi to make your 
getaway, and don't pick a 
bank one block from the 
local police headquarters. 
A police spokesman said 
Boucino walked into a 
Nationsbank branch, local, 
ed just down the road from 
the precinct station, and 
told a teller “give me all the 
money." The teller fled and 
Boucino helped himself to 
the cash. Outside, a passin° 
police officer heard the 
commotion and put out the 
alert Running out of die 
bank. Boucino frantically 
tried to flag down a taxi but 
the driver refused to take 
him. Boucino then fled, 
chased by a parade of offi- 
cers. and managed to stop a 
cab in another street, but 
was finally caught as he 
was climbing in. 

French deputies 
given joints in 
legalisation bid 

PARIS (R) ■— A group 
advocating the decrimiruli- 
sation of marijuana said it 
sent a hand-rolled joint to 
every member of the 
National Assembly alone 
with a letter urging an eas- 
ing of France's tough drug 
laws. “This legislation, the 
most repressive in Europe, 
has done nothing to halt the 
massive spread of drugs, 
nor has it slowed the 
appetire of a certain num- 
ber of our fellow citizens 
for illegal substances,” the 
Paris-based Collective for 
Information and Research 
on Cannabis wrote. 
Communist deputy Alain 
Bocquet jokingly com- 
plained that he fell 
‘ostracised" because he 
had not yet received his gift 
while hard-RightisT 

Philippe de VHJieis 
denounced the move as “a 
despicable publicity stunt.' 

Jumper to be 
made from cloned 
sheep's wool 

LONDON (AFP) — 4 
jumper is to be knitted with 
wool sheared from DoK). 
the sheep which made his- 
tory by being the first ani- 
mal to be cloned from tlif 
cell of an adult animal. The 
Times reported 

Technologists at Leeds 
University, in uorthem 
England, have transformed 
2.5 kg of high-qualit) 
fleece from Dolly H® 1 
wool. The Cystic Fibn»i< 
Trust charity, which auc- 
tioned the first fleece to I* 
sheared from the ]7-mnnih 
old sheep, has launched a 
competition to design a 
jumper from Dolly's wool, 
which will be knitted at the 
university. After being 
modelled, the jumper 
go on display at d) c 
Science Museum lfl 
London. 

Charles as Spice 
Girls' new manager? 

LONDON (AP) — It J 
night for princes and Sp»-“ 
Girls. Prince William an J 
his brother Prince Harr) 
took their friends to m^ 1 
the five Spices before G* 
world premiere of ^ 
female rock group’s 
movie. “Spice World " ^ 
young princes' father. Iw |r ‘ 
to- the- throne prin^ 


Charles, was also on 


hand 


IU9. WU? UIPV V»* 

and Ginger Spice 
Hall i well offered bi nl 11 
new job. “Charles is |lU f 
new manager. u 
quipped. "I am very c*P en 
sive,” Charles retorted. 
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